Mon.,  7:00 p.m.  Bible Study at Ken Ford’s home
Tues., 9:00 a.m.  Bible Study at church

Wed., 10:00 a.m.  Ladies Bible Study at church 
Wed., 7:00 p.m.  Youth at church

Wed., 7:00 p.m. Bible study at Deffinbaugh’s home

Fri., 10:00 a.m.  Men’s Bible study at church

Sat., 7:00 a.m.  Men’s Fellowship and Breakfast

Sat., 10:00 a.m.  Ladies Fellowship

Sun., March 4, 10:30 a.m.  John Martin, candidate for Associate Pastor is scheduled to speak in church. Dinner following church. Opportunity to talk with John and his wife, Cindy, in the afternoon.

BUSINESS MEETING DECISIONS:  1)  To approve the proposed budget. 2) To purchase a storage container.  3) To build a recreational pavilion when funds are available. (Drawing coming soon.)

TO REQUEST PRAYER on the phone/email prayer chain—phone Patti Kempton 426-9587

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES:

1. PRAY that we will see God working in our lives and families.

2. PRAY that loved ones will come to Christ and follow Him closely.
3. PRAY for those with health needs: Donna Pollat, Evelyn Valley, Nathaniel Burke, Lena Tober, and others. Pray for their families also.

4. PRAY for those in the military and their families: Alistair Borchert,  Caleb Howard, Brenden Kealy, Nathan Keith—son of Pastor Jack Keith, Nyree Lensch—granddaughter of Willa Smith, Anthony O’Connor—grandson of Robert O’Connor, Joshua Olson—son of Mike and Lynn Olson.

5. PRAY for those needing more provision/employment: Jay and Juleene Jenkins,  Jared and Cassie Ford, others
6. PRAY for Mason County Christian School—seeking an administrator.

7. PRAY for God’s direction in search for Associate Pastor.

8. PRAY that we will each be a light in this dark world.

STEPHEN’S SERMON WAS

1. The longest recorded sermon in the book of Acts.

2. A response to the charges against him, not an evangelistic appeal.

3. A survey of God’s work in Israel’s history.
4. Spirit filled.

5. A warning of God’s judgment against unbelieving people given in a loving and gracious spirit.
AS STEPHEN DIED, HE PRAYED: 

‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’  He was secure in Jesus’ care.

‘Lord, Do not charge them with this sin.’  He forgave those murdering him.

Those who heard did not repent, but murdered the preacher.
WHERE DO YOU SEE GOD WORKING?

Acts 6 7 & 7

1. PROBLEM:  Murmuring against the Hebrews.

Solution:  Seven men were appointed to manage the distribution.


The apostles continued to preach the Word of God.


The number of disciples multiplied.


A great many of the priests were obedient to the faith.

2. OPPOSITION: Greek Jews disputed with Stephen.

They accused him of speaking blasphemous words against Moses and God.


They brought Stephen before the Council (Sanhedrin) and set up false witnesses who said he spoke blasphemous words against the temple and the law.

He spoke of Abraham, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, David, and Solomon.


God worked before there was the law or the temple.


He called Abraham from Mesopotamia (between the rivers) and promised to make of him a great nation.

Joseph’s brothers sold him as a slave into Egypt where he became a ruler and provided for his family (even the cruel brothers).

God prepared Moses to lead the nation out of Egypt, but they rejected him (7:35).

God gave Israel the law at Sinai, but they rejected and turned back to Egypt (7:39).

Israel had the tabernacle but still worshipped false gods (7:40-44).


Solomon built the temple, but God doesn’t live in a temple made by men.


Stephen said: YOU ALWAYS RESIST THE HOLY SPIRIT, as your fathers did!

They cast Stephen out of the city and stoned him (7:58).


Saul watched the clothes of those stoning Stephen (7:58).


Saul was consenting to Stephen’s death (8:1).

3. PERSECUTION: Saul made havoc of the church (8:3)


Entering every house, dragging off men and women, committing them to prison (8:3).


RESULT: Those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word (8:4)

Saul was troubled (9:5, 26:9)
4. SPIRITUAL BLINDNESS:  The leaders didn’t see God working.


They didn’t believe Jesus was God’s messenger, the Christ.


They didn’t see the emptiness of their own religion.


They were spiritually blind, but claimed to see. John 9:39-41

5. GOD IS WORKING TODAY


In Creation, Providence, and Redemption


In judgment on sinful men:  the wrath of God is revealed  (Rom. 1:18-32).


Light rejected brings darkness. (John :17-20, 36)



For they sow the wind, and they shall reap the whirlwind. Hosea 8:7

In trouble, opposition, persecution, sickness
6. DO YOU HAVE SPIRITUAL LIGHT AND SIGHT?

Do you desire to see God at work in your life?


Do you pause to see God’s work?


Do you ‘see’ Jesus as your Lord and Master?
WHERE DO YOU SEE GOD WORKING?

Acts 6 & 7


It is easy in our busy lives to overlook important things and miss what is really happening. We may fail to see how God is working.

In the early church the Greek speaking Jews murmured against the Hebrews because their widows were neglected in the daily distribution. This was an opportunity to enlarge the leadership by appointing seven Spirit filled men (including Stephen) to oversee this while the apostles preached the Word.

Greek speaking Jews opposed Stephen (Acts 6:9-10) and accused him of speaking blasphemous words against Moses and God. They brought him before the Sanhedrin (council) and had false witnesses say he spoke blasphemous words against the temple and the law. Stephen spoke in his own defense.

He reviewed the history of God’s dealings with Israel. God called Abraham while he was in Mesopotamia (between the rivers) and promised to make of him a great nation. Then Joseph’s cruel brothers sold him as a slave and he was taken to Egypt, but God was with him (Acts 7:9). It must have been difficult for Joseph to see how God was working when he was a slave. God used Joseph to provide food for his whole family during a great famine. 

Then God raised up Moses and prepared him to lead the nation out of Egyptian bondage. But, Moses’ brethren rejected him. Moses led the nation to Sinai where God gave them the law, but the people wanted to go back to Egypt. They chose to worship a calf, and offered sacrifices to an idol. God instructed them to make a tabernacle for worship. Later, Solomon built a temple.

But, God doesn’t live in temples made with hands. ‘Heaven is My throne, and earth is My footstool.’ God was working before the law was given and before the temple was built.


Stephen told the leaders they were stiff-necked and resisting the Holy Spirit. They couldn’t see that God was working through Jesus and His followers. They were spiritually blind.


Jesus had said, “For judgment I have come into this world, that those who do not see may see, and that those who see may be made blind.” What a puzzling statement! The leaders who claimed to see were blind, but the common people saw Jesus doing the works of God. Jesus said, “This is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, but men loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil” (John 3:19). 


Light obeyed brings more light, but light rejected brings darkness. In order to see we need light and sight. We need to ask God to give us spiritual sight to see Jesus more clearly and to see the light in Christ. God was working even through the problems, opposition and persecution the early church experienced. God scattered the church through the persecution so the gospel was taken to many more people. He even worked through Stephen’s death to cause Saul to think more deeply about Jesus who he was persecuting (Acts 7:58; 8:1, 3; 9:5). 

We need to ask God to enable us to see His hand in our lives each day, as He works through difficulties and challenges to show us how much we need Him.

We need to ask Him to awaken us to opportunities, as well as show us where we have been unresponsive to His Spirit. 


THE STONING OF STEPHEN
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But [Stephen], full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 And he said, "Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God." ESV Acts 7:55-56
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