THE NEW COVENANT

Luke's account, more dramatically than the other two, emphasizes the fact that the "last supper" had two distinct meanings. The extra cup is no problem when viewed from the standpoint of Luke's structure. Verses 15-18 refer to the

significance ofthe Passover for the Lord Jesus. The reference to "eating" (the bread, presumably) and "drinking" is to its meaning for Him, as Israel's Messiah. The reason why He can say that He has eagerly desired to eat the Passover is revealed in verse 16: He will not eat it again until its fulfillment in the kingdom of God. So, too, for the cup. He will not drink the cup again until the kingdom of God is fulfilled.

Now this is a very important point, I believe. Normally, we tend to look at the Passover as being a prototype of the death of Christ on the cross. Jesus, in verses 14-18, looks beyond the cross, to the croWD. The joy set before Him is the kingdom, and the suffering of the cross is the way this joy will be realized. Thus, Jesus focused on the joy of the fulfillment ofthe Passover and was encouraged and enabled to endure the cross because of it.

The eating of the first Passover did involve the sacrifice of the Passover lamb, but it was done so as to deliver the first-born sons ofIsrael from death. It was done as well as a preparatory step to the exodus, their release from Egypt by Pharaoh, their crossing of the Red Sea, and their entrance into the promised land. Thus, the sacrifice of the Passover lamb was not focused only on the preservation of the lives of the firstborn, but on the possession of the promised kingdom. In the same way, Jesus saw this Passover as prophetic, as anticipatory of the coming of the kingdom, and in this He could rejoice.

For the disciples (and, indeed, for the Jews) the Passover meal had a very different significance. For them it was the end of one order, and the entrance into another. It spelled the end of the Mosaic covenant, and the inauguration of the new covenant, that which the prophet Jeremiah prophesied (Jeremiah

31 :31 ). That which God promised Abraham was to be realized and accomplished through the faithful obedience and sacrificial death of the Messiah, whose death inaugurated a new order, based upon the new covenant. The full meaning of the meal, and of our Lord's death would only be grasped after His death and resurrection. It surely was not grasped at this moment by the

disciples.
Bob Deffinbaugh
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Some believe this is the Upper Room on the second floor of a building on


Mt. Zion in Jerusalem. We were told only the floor is original.
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THE PASSOVER Luke 22: 1-20

I. The Passover was a celebration of Deliverance ftom Egyptian bondage.


Three Essentials (according to Rabbi Gamaliel)


The lamb was a substitutionary sacrifice


Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.

The unleavened bread showed they left hurriedly.

The matzo is unleavened, striped, pierced, broken as Jesus. Unleavened bread points us to sanctification and righteousness. II Cor. 5:6-8

The bitter herbs represent the bitter bondage the Israelites experienced.

Sin enslaves every person until we are fteed by Jesus.

Four cups: Sanctification, Deliverance, Redemption, Praise

The Seder Plate: shank bone, hazeret (whole bitter herbs), haroset (mortar); roasted egg representing a peace offering; maror (bitter herbs, usually ground horseradish) karpas (green herb like parsley)

Matzotosh containing three matzos. The middle one is broken, hidden, and brought back and is called the afikomen (meaning 'I Came').

2. JESUS' CELEBRATION WITH HIS DISCIPLES

Peter and John are sent to prepare. The location was disclosed by following a man with a pitcher. Judas would not know where it was.

A guest room, a large furnished upper room.

Jesus earnestly desired to share this Passover with His disciples before he suffered. He would not eat the Passover again until the kingdom of God. THIS IS MY BODY-DO THIS IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME.

He took the cup after supper, saying: THIS CUP IS THE NEW COVENANT IN MY BLOOD, WHICH IS SHED FOR YOU.

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES

1. PRAISE FOR PROGRESS ON OUR CHURCH BUILDING. Pray for the right


electrician to complete electrical wiring. Pmy for protection ITom vandalism and theft.

2. PRAY FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH AND LOVE FOR CHRIST and one


another.

3. PRAY FOR MEN AND WOMEN in the county jail and W.C.c. to come to Christ


and grow in godly chamcter.

4. PRAY FOR MEN AND WOMEN IN THE MILITARY: Evie Foist, Gabe Foist, Philip Howard, Brenden Kealy, Nyree Rickonovich, Joshua Anderson and their

families.

5.
PRAY FOR MISSIONARIES: for persecuted Christians in India.

6. Pray for Carenet Pregnancy Center-:-seeking new director

7. PRAY FOR BOB CHISHOLM in the loss of his wife, JoWinna

8. PRAY for AMY NEATROUR at Central Christian College of the Bible; Address: 911 E. Urbandale Dr., Suite 581, Moberly, MO 65270 Cell phone: 1-206-228-5729

9. CHURCH PRAYER CHAIN: Betty McLain is away. Phone Kathy Funkhouser,


427-2546, or Doris Spear, 426-5221 to request pmyer.
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3. JUDAS' PLOT TO BETRAY JESUS


Satan entered into Judas-Luke 22:3; John 13:2

The enemy comes to steal, destroy, and kill. He conferred with the chief priests and captains. They agreed to give him money.

He sought opportunity to betray Him.

Where did Judas go wrong?

Did he love Jesus? Obey Jesus? Trust Jesus? Honor Jesus?

Did Jesus love Judas? Pray for Judas? Grieve for Judas?

"It would have been good for that man if be bad not been born." Mt. 26:24

