Tues., 7:00 p.m. Bible Study at Ken & Sherry Ford’s home, 1350 Jared Rd.
Wed., 7:00 p.m. Bible Study at Dan and Deb Deffinbaugh’s home.
Sat., 7:00 a.m.  Men’s Fellowship  
Sat., Aug. 15 Dinner following church.
Sun. Aug. 15 to 20, Olympic Bible Camp at Panhandle Lake

Sat., Aug. 28 afternoon, Picnic and Baptism at Allison’s on Maples Rd.


Tentative schedule: 3:00 arrive; 4:00 Baptism; 5:00 Picnic dinner
Matt Reimer  will be speaking next Sunday.
John Pais will speak July 11. Would you like to invite John and Mary Ann for lunch?  Phone them at 427-5105.
PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES
1. PRAY that we will have pure hearts.
2. PRAY for our nation—for a spiritual awakening and return to God. Pray for the electorate to consider the character of every candidate.
3. PRAY for Ken and Sherry Ford who are now serving as Youth Missionaries with American Missionary Fellowship. 

4. PRAY for Gary and Gloria Aube and their ministry in the Philippines including assisting a boy’s home, a small Salvation Army church, and holding Bible club for youth in their home.
5. PRAY  for Olympic Bible Camp Aug. 15-20  at Panhandle Lake
6. PRAY for Mikel and Judy Crane who are sharing the love of Christ with the homeless in the Dallas, TX area .
7. PRAY for those in the military and their families. Evie Foist, Philip Howard, Caleb Howard,  Nyree Rinkevich, Joshua Anderson, Nathan Keith, Alistair Borchert, Travis Gotch and their families.
8. PRAY for Robert O’Connor’s grandson’s friend in a coma following an auto crash, and for his family.
9. PRAY for Don Burrows—now in Fir Lane Nursing Home.

10. PRAY for Elizabeth Berndt’s friend—still in a coma.

11. PRAY for Doris Spear—healing of broken leg, restoration of strength..
12. PRAY for Pastor Howard’s sister, Doris, who had open heart surgery Wed.
13. PRAY for the Gideons.  $405 was received for Scripture distribution.
DONATIONS OF CLOTHING AND OTHER ITEMS for the boys in the orphanage in the Philippines can be placed in the box in the fellowship hall.
The virtue which is necessary to preserve a just administration and render a government stable, is Christian virtue, which consists in the uniform practice of moral and religious duties, in conformity with the laws of both God and man. This virtue must be based on a reverence for the authority of God, which shall counteract and control ambition and selfish views, and subject them to the precepts of divine authority. The effect of such a virtue would be, to bring the citizens of a state to vote and act for the good of the state, whether that should coincide with their private interests or not.

Noah Webster, Founding Father – 1758-1843, Known as the “Schoolmaster of the Nation”

THE VALUE OF A PURE HEART

Mark 7:1-23

1. WHAT DEFILES A PERSON?  1-16


Unwashed hands?  (failure to follow traditional ceremonies)


Breaking God’s commandments? (substitute man’s traditions)



Corban means ‘dedicated’ ‘a sacrifice or offering to God’

The Pharisees replaced God’s command to honor parents with their own system by which they could keep everything for themselves.

Their hearts were defiled (dirty, unclean, filthy) in God’s sight.

2. THE PROBLEM OF A DIRTY HEART


Not caused by diet—eating ‘unclean’ foods.  Leviticus 11

Not from ‘ceremonial’ unwashed hands.


Air and water pollution are serious; heart pollution is more serious. 


Evil thoughts—all thoughts and desires offensive to Gog

Adulteries—example: David—loafed, looked, lusted, loved, lost

Fornications—sexual perversions and offenses

Murders—devaluing human life

Thefts—pilfering, seeking personal gain at another’s expense

Covetousness—desire for more  (pleasure, possessions, control)

Wickedness—desire to influence others for their harm

Deceit—of others and ourselves; crafty clever treachery   James 1:22

Licentiousness—wanton wickedness, like Jezebel, lawless insolence

An Evil Eye--envy

Blasphemy—slander; insulting man or God, misrepresentation

Pride—contempt for others; ‘the peak of all the vices’

Foolishness—moral folly, playing the fool, senselessness
3. HOW TO HAVE A PURE HEART


To the pure all things are pure.  Titus 1:5


Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.  Matt. 5:8


Keep your heart with all diligence, for from it spring the issues of life. Prov. 4:23


Create in me a clean heart, O God.  Psa. 51:10


If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  I John 1:9


Be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Rom. 12:2

By meditating on the Scripture and obeying it.  Psa. 119:9-11;

THE VALUE OF A PURE HEART

Mark 7:1-23



What makes a person impure before God? How can a person become pure in God’s sight? The Pharisees believed it was necessary to obey God. The law of Moses stated that contact with anything ritually unclean such as ‘unclean’ animals, or ‘unclean’ people (including Gentiles and those with certain diseases), and touching a dead body made a person ‘unclean’. So they made rules about ritual washing to cleanse one’s self after being in the market or in contact with Gentiles. They found fault with Jesus’ disciples because they didn’t follow this cleansing ritual.


Jesus said it isn’t what one eats or what he touches that makes a person unclean. It is what is in a person’s heart. He lists thirteen things that makes a person’s heart impure. It is like the list of the works of the flesh in Galatians 5:19-21: ‘Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, 21 envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.’ Jesus goes to the ‘heart’ of the matter by focusing on the problems in the human heart. (Pun intended.) 

Jesus identifies the source of our impurity—our sinful human heart—but He doesn’t tell us the remedy. Jeremiah wrote: The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand it? ESV Jeremiah 17:9 Proverbs 20:9 “Who can say, "I have made my heart pure; I am clean from my sin"?”  We cannot cleanse our own heart. But, we can come to Jesus. “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.” ESV 1 John 1:7 "Come now, let us reason together, says the LORD: though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool. ESV Isaiah 1:18    We must come to Jesus as we are and receive His forgiveness and cleansing.


It is very necessary to fill our hearts with God’s truth and meditate on His Word. ESV Psalm 119:9-11 “How can a young man keep his way pure? By guarding it according to your word. 10 With my whole heart I seek you; let me not wander from your commandments! 11 I have stored up your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you.” David, a ‘man after God’s own heart’, wandered away from the Lord and sinned terribly. His heart was not pure in God’s sight. He repented and prayed for forgiveness and cleansing in Psalm 51. “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.” ESV Psalm 51:10   We must guard our hearts diligently. ESV Proverbs 4:23 ‘Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it flow the springs of life.’ It is necessary to keep our hearts pure if we are to live in fellowship with God and be useful to Him. Ritual cleansing will never change our hearts. We must agree with God about our sin and rely upon His cleansing. ESV 1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”
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A THEATRICAL MASK FROM HIEROPOLIS, TURKEY

BRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH

500 E. North Island Drive, Shelton, WA 98584

360-426-6352    www.bccharstine.org

August 8, 2010

YOU ARE WELCOME

Bible Classes 9:30; Worship 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Howard Spear

153 E. Rolling Hills Dr., ‑426-5221

How can a young man keep his way pure? By guarding it according to your word. 10 With my whole heart I seek you; let me not wander from your commandments! 11 I have stored up your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you.

 ESV Psalm 119:9-11
In Fellowship With

[image: image2.png]American Missionary
FELLOWSHTITP





