Wed., 7:00 p.m. John Piper: God is the Gospel at Deffmbaugh's home, 1510 E. Spencer Lake Road

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES

1. PRAISE FOR PROGRESS ON OUR CHURCH BUILDING. Pray for the right


electrician to complete electrical wiring. Pray for protection from vandalism and theft.

2. PRAY FOR SPIRITUAL GROWm AND LOVE FOR CHRIST and one


another.

3. PRAY FOR MEN AND WOMEN in the county jail and W.C.C. to come to Christ


and grow in godly character. Pray for Amanda who pmyed to receive Christ


4. PRAY FOR MEN AND WOMEN IN mE MILITARY: Evie Foist, Gabe Foist,


Philip Howard, Brenden Kealy, and their families. Pmy for Nyree Rickonovich,

Willa's granddaughter, now in Iraq. 5. PRAY FOR MISSIONARIES: for persecuted Christians in China 6. Pray for Melissa Tucker-studying language in Hanoi

THE RETURN OF CHRIST

The coming judgment of God is one of the realities to which the Holy Spirit will bear witness (John 16:8-11). It was the "bottom line" of Peter's message to Israel in his sermon at Pentecost (Acts 2). If you have not come to a personal faith in Jesus Christ, it is a coming reality that you should take very seriously. Then wrath of God is that which every person on earth deserves, as the due reward for his or her sin. Jesus came to the earth not only to speak of God's wrath, but to bear it personally. The Good News of the Gospel is that Jesus has born the eternal punishment we deserve. Salvation is the escape from

God's wrath which men can experience through faith in Christ. If you acknowledge your sin, and trust in the death of Jesus on the cross of Calvary, as being the payment for your sins, you will be saved from the wmth which is yet to come on those who will not accept the payment which Christ has already made.

What a vast difference there is for men with respect to the coming day of His wmth. When our Lord comes to the earth again, it is to give men what they deserve. For sinners, it

is eternal torment. For saints, it is deliveranc~alvation-not because they deserve it, but because the Lord Jesus Christ has purchased it, at the cost of His life.

The Second Coming of Christ is, then, for sinners, the day of God's vengeance, of destruction; for saints, it is the day of their deliverance. That deliverance includes salvation from their enemies, as well as from the presence and power of sin. For the sinner, the "day of the Lord" is something to dread; for the saint, a delight. For the sinner, the day will be unexpected, a shock; for the saint, it will be one that has been eagerly awaited, and sensed to be near for those who have discerned the "season" of His return.

The day of the Lord should be a truth that mdically changes the Christian's lifestyle. Knowing that the material world will vanish, we should not place too much value on material things. Knowing that the Word of God will never pass away, we should find it of infinite, eternal, value. And knowing that undue indulgence of earthly pleasures will dull or sensitivity to the time of His return should motivate us to live a disciplined life, a life marked by self-control, not self-indulgence. Neither should we worry or be anxious about the things of this life, knowing that this concern will also hinder our prayers and watchfulness.

Let us live our lives in the light of this reality-that Jesus Christ is to return to the earth to judge the wicked, and to bring deliverance to His saints. Let us live as though the material world is a vapor, and the unseen world (including the Word of God) is our only

certainty.
Bob Deffinbaugh. Bible.org



THE BLESSED HOPE Luke 21:5-38

1. Jesus Warns of Coming Judgment on Jerusalem. 21 :5-7


The Disciples two question: When? What signs indicate its coming?

2. Jesus Warns of Coming Trouble


a. Do not be deceived-Many false Christs, wars, commotions, war,


earthquakes, famines, pestilences, fearful sights and great signs ftom


heaven. 21:8-11

b. Persecution-opportunity for witness. 21: 12

c. Betrayal and hatred, even death, but God's care 21:16-18

d. 'By your endurance you will gain your lives.' 21: 19E5V

3. Destruction ofJerusalem. 21:20-24

Surrounded by armies. Jerusalem was surrounded by Roman armies. 19:42-44 Flee to the mountains-Pella, in the Decapolis (present day Jordan)

Woe to pregnant and nursing mothers

Great distress and wrath upon this people

They will fall by the edge of the sword and be led captive

Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. 20:24

4. Apocalyptic Signs 21 :25-28

Signs in the sun, moon, and stars, distress of nations,

Men's hearts failing them for fear

Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory

Your redemption draws near

5. Parable of the Fig Tree 21:29-33

Budding tree shows summer in near

These events show the kingdom of God is near

This generation shall not pass away till all things are fulfilled.

Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away.

6.
WATCH FOR HIS COMING 21:34-36

Take heed to yourselves, lest you be weighed down with cares. 21 :34

That Day will come as a snare, trap on all people on the face of the earth. Watch, therefore, and pray always that you may be able to

Be counted worthy to escape all these things


And, to stand before the Son of Man. 21 :36

EXAMPLE: Paul, Phil. 3:10-14; II Tim. 4:6-8

Luke 19:13 'Do business until I come' 'Engage in business'

I Cor. 9:24-27 Paul trains his body and runs for the prize.

Titus 2: 11-14 Looking for the Blessed Hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ
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The Siege of Jerusalem (21:20)

Jesus foretells the beginning of the end for Jerusalem: The siege of Jerusalem under Titus actually took place over several months, ftom Spring until about August 9, 70 AD. It began with a gradual encirclement:

"When you see Jerusalem being surrounded by armies, you will know that its desolation is near." (21 :20)

"Surrounded" (NIV) and "compassed" (KJV) translate the Greek verb kuk/oo, "to move so as to encircle an object, surround, encircle. "[2] Jewish historian Josephus explains that the encircling of Jerusalem took place in stages until finally troops ftom four legions surrounded the city, but people were still able to escape ftom the city or bring provisions into it. Finally, to cut off the survivors in the city ftom any hope, Titus ordered a wall to be built.

"Now the length of this wall was [nearly] forty furlongs. ... The whole was completed in three days; so that what would naturally have required some months was done in so short an interval as is incre~ible. "[3]

Each small unit of the Roman armies had a\section to which they were assigned, and the units competed with each other for speed. The wall was completed within three days.

After that, Jerusalem's desolation was just a matter oftime. "Desolation" is Greek eremosis, "state of being made uninhabitable, devastation, destruction, depopulation. "[4] ~.

Flee Jerusalem (21:21)

This encircling of Jerusalem was to be a sign to Jesus' followers:

"Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, let those in the city get out, and let those in the country not enter the city." (21 :21

As a matter of historical fact, the Christians who had

lived in Jerusalem fled as early as 66 AD. Third

century church historian Eusebius writes, "The peopl

of the church in Jerusalem had been commanded by a

revelation given to approved men there before the

war, to leave the city and to dwell in a certain town 0

Perea called Pella."[5] As a result of Jesus' teaching

and a contemporary revelation, the Christian

community was prepared to leave the city and was

preserved. Ralph Wilson, Jesuswalk.com

Noln Perea (now JcrdiIn)



The Destruction of Jerusalem
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"But keep on the alert at all times, praying in order that you

may have strength to escape all these things that are about to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man. " NAS Luke 21:36
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