PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES

1. PRAY FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH AND LOVE FOR CHRIST and one


another.

2. PRAY FOR MEN AND WOMEN in the county jail and W.C.C. to come to


Christ and grow in godly character.

3. PRAY FOR MEN AND WOMEN IN THE MILITARY: Evie Foist, Gabe

Foist, Philip Howard, Brenden Kealy, and their families. 4. PRAY FOR MISSIONARIES: 5. PRAY FOR THOSE WITH HEALTH NEEDS

God's attributes shared with man

The main impact of the image is that God endues man with some of his divine attributes, thereby separating and making him different from the beasts. What are these special Godlike qualities which man is permitted to share? I shall mention six: language, creativity, love, holiness, immortality and freedom. You will probably be able to add to this list. All can be summed up by saying that man, like God, has an intelligence, a mind.

According to Arthur Koestler,

'The emergence of symbolic language, first spoken, then written


represents the sharpest break between animal and man'.£

A striking fact about the Judeo-Christian God, the Lord of the Bible, is that he is a communicator. Although the Christian, like the Jew, worships one God only​'Hear 0 Israel, the Lord, our God, is one Lord' (Deuteronomv 6:4) (Mark 12:29)--​and has no place for polytheism, he also believes that God is three: three persons in one substance, true unity in diversity. In Genesis 1 we read that God said, 'Let us make man in our image'. Note the plural.

Another reason we know about the three (the Trinity), is because there is communication between the persons. 'The Lord said ... .' we read in Genesis 1:3; to whom did he speak? It could only have been to another member of the Trinity. As soon as man was created God spoke to him. Constantly throughout Scripture we read the phrase, 'The word of the Lord ... .' For this reason the Bible is known as the word of God.

As though to underline the importance of communication, God sent his son Jesus Christ into the world with the name Logos or the 'Word'. John writes, 'In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. All things were made by him, and without him was not anything made that was made ...' (John 1: I). So there is the written word (the Bible), and the living Word (Jesus Christ).

With such a prime communicator for his Maker, is it surprising that innate speech was part of the image given to man? The atheist can give no satisfactory reason for the origin of speech. But the Christian can: when baby talks he is showing one of the gifts God has given him. by Prof. John Rendle-Short answersingenesis.org
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Roman Denarii-silver coins
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"Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator." ESV Colossians 3:9-10

WHOSE IMAGE AND INSCRIPTION? Luke 20: I 9-26



Dignity, Destiny, Freedom

I.
DIAGNOSIS OF THE CHRIST REJECTORS


Chief priests, scribes, Pharisees, Herodians Matt. 22: 15

THEIR SINS:

Hatred-They sought to lay hands on Him. 20: 19

Pride-They were not humble or dependent on God.

Hypocrisy-pretending to be righteous 20:20

Flattery-'you teach and say rightly...' 20:21

Deception- Jesus perceived their craftiness. 20:23

Stubbornness-They did not repent. 20:26

II.
WHOSE IMAGE AND INSCRIPTION?

CAESAR'S- The Roman ruler authorized the coinage.

Give back to Caesar what is Caesar's and to God what is God's.

"Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed." ESV Romans 13:7

What do we owe our civil government? Pay required taxes and fees.

Support capable candidates. Register and vote wisely.

Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves.

Communicate with elected officials. Support righteous causes.

III. IN THE IMAGE OF GOD Gen. 1:26.

We were made in God's image, made to love God and worship Him.

We can perceive right and wrong, create, trust, and serve Him.

Because of sin, the image is marred and defaced. We can disobey.

Only a creative act of God can restore the image.

We owe to God our life, worship, praise, adoration, glory, obedience, love, trust, possessions.

"and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator."ESV Colossians 3:10

Children are made in the image of God and are to be given to God.

Some try to claim children as the property of the state (civil government).


What is the purpose of education? To prepare a person to serve God or the state--to

be a good citizen?

Our great desire should be to become like Christ, the image restored

Rom. 8:28-29; Eph. 4:11-16



The image of God in which man was and is made has been variously explained in detail. Although scholars may differ on the nuances of the phrase, there is general agreement that it has to do with dignity, destiny, and freedom.

The assertion that man is made in God's image shows each man his true dignity and worth. As God's image-bearer, he

merits infinite respect. God's claims on us must be taken with total seriousness. No human being should ever be thought of as simply a cog in a machine, or mere means to an end.

The assertion points also to each man's true destiny. Our Maker so designed us that our nature finds final satisfaction and fulfillment only in a relationship of responsive Godlikeness-which means, precisely, that state of correspondence between our acts and God's will which we call obedience. Living that is obedient will thus be teleological​progressively realizing our te/os (Greek for "end" or "goal").

Also the assertion confirms the genuineness of each man's freedom. Experience tells us that we are free, in the sense that we make real choices between alternatives and could have chosen differently, and theology agrees. Self-determining freedom of choice is what sets God and his rational creatures apart from, say, birds and bees, as moral beings.

Your Father Loves You by James Packer, Harold Shaw Publishers, 1986, page for February 23.

