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THE SCARLET WORM

The truth that spiritual, eternal life can only be attained on the basis of the suffering and death of the Creator of life is symbolized everywhere in the world of nature by the fact that even the birth of a new physical life must always be preceded by a time of travail and willingness to die on the part of the mother.

One of the most poignant illustrations of this truth is found in Psalm 22:6. This psalm, of course, is the great portrait of the sufferings of Christ on the cross, written a thousand years before they were actually fulfilled. At the height of His sufferings, He cried out: "But I am a worm, and no man; a reproach of men and despised of the people."

The particular word translated 'worm' is the Hebrew toleah. It refers to an insect like the cochineal, the females of which produced a substance from which a bright scarlet dye could be extracted. This "scarlet worm," in fact, was the chief source of the scarlet and crimson dyes of antiquity. It was so closely identified with the coloring which was produced from it, that the same word (toleah, or its variants tala and tolaath) are commonly translated in the O.T. to read "scarlet" or "crimson" .

It may be that the only reason the Lord prophetically identified Himself with this insect was in order to emphasize the extreme humiliation to which He subjected Himself in suffering as our Savior. More likely, however, He was thinking also of the sacrificial death to which the mother worm submitted herself in order to provide life for the young which she brought forth.

For the mother toleah, the "scarlet worm", affixes her body firmly to the trunk of a tree or wooden object so firmly that she can never leave. After the young are born, her body provides protection for them until they can leave and provide for themselves. And in the process, the mother worm dies, with the scarlet coloring from her dried body imparted to the baby worms and the wood.

Looking at the lifeless form of the mother worm impaled on the tree, stained blood-red in token of her suffering and death, we see a host of newborn creatures emerging from the scene of sacrifice, vibrant with life.

It is particularly appropriate that Psa. 22 ends with "A seed shall serve Him; it shall be accounted to the Lord for a generation. They shall come and declare His righteousness unto a people that shall be born, that He has done this."

Although the Lord Jesus was the Son of man, it is by Him that men are born to spiritual life. He is the perfect fulfillment of the type represented by the mother worm, and by every mother in the animal kingdom and in the human family, willing to enter into the suffering and travail in order that the child might be born. "He shall see of the travail of His soul and be satisfied. (Isa. 53:11).

And it was only right that God-- who made everything and for whom everything was made-- should bring his many children into glory. Through the suffering of Jesus, God made him a perfect

leader, one fit to bring them into their salvation. NLTHebrews 2:10
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.. The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone'? Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, but he on whom it falls will be crushed." (Luke 20:17-18)
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WORK OPPORTUNITY Help needed to move heather plants donated to the church. Monday, 1 :00 p.m. Meet at heather nursery by the bakery. Bring clippers to prune the plants.

Tues., 7:00 p.m. Bible Study at Ken and Sherry Ford's home, 1350 Jared Rd. Wed., 7:00 p.m. Bible Study at Dan and Deb Deffinbaugh's home, 1510 E. Spencer Lake Rd.

Olympic Bible Camp: Teens August 3-8 Age 13 yrs. old or finished grades 7-12

Juniors August 10-15 Ages 8 yrs. old or finished grades 3-6; Cost $150 until July 7.

See www.olvmDicbiblecamD.ore:

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES

1. PRAISE FOR PROGRESS ON OUR CHURCH BUILDING. Pray for funds to


complete electrical wiring. Pray for protection trom vandalism and theft.

2. PRAY FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH AND LOVE FOR CHRIST and one


another.

3. PRAY FOR MEN AND WOMEN in the county jail and w.e.c. to come to Christ


and grow in godly character. Pray for Russell who prayed to receive Christ

4.
PRAY FOR MEN AND WOMEN IN THE MILITARY: Evie Foist, Gabe Foist,


Philip Howard, Brenden Kealy, and their families. Pray for Nyree Rickonovich,


Willa's granddaughter, now in Iraq.

5. PRAY FOR MISSIONARIES: June Breithaupt and LeeAnn Deutsch, and John and Mary Ann Pais as they prepare for Olympic Bible Camp. Pray for needed staff,


campers, supplies and preparations.

6. Pray for Melissa Tucker-going to teach English in Laos.

A Power or Right

This concept of authority as something that causes another person to "do what you want him to do" is reflected in most definitions. For instance, the Random House Dictionary of the English Language speaks of authority as "a power or right to direct the actions or thoughts of others. Authority is a power or right, usually because of rank or office, to issue commands and to punish for violations." Again the root idea seems to be control or direction of the actions of others.

We see this same idea even in sophisticated examinations of authority. For instance, William Oncken, Jr., in a 1970 Colorado Institute of Technology Journal, gives an analysis of authority that suggests it is comprised of four elements:

I. The Authority of Competence: the more competent the other felIow knows you are, the more confident he will be that you know what you are talking about and the more likely he will be to folIow your orders, requests, or suggestions. He will think of you as an authority in the matter under consideration and will feel it risky to ignore your wishes.

2. The Authority of Position: This component gives you the right to telI someone, "Do it or else." It has teeth. "The boss wants it" is a bugle calI that can snap many an office or shop into action.

3. The Authority of Personality: The easier it is for the other felIow to talk to you, to listen to you, or to work with you, the easier he will find it to respond to your wishes.

4. The Authority of Character: This component is your "credit rating" with other people as to your integrity, reliability, honesty, loyalty, sincerity, personal morals, and ethics. Obviously you will get more and better trom a man who has respect for your character than trom one who hasn't.

William Oncken, Jr., Colorado Institute of Technology Journal 22 (July 1970): 273.


BY WHAT AUTHORITY?


Luke 20:1-19

BY WHAT AUTHORITY ARE YOU DOING THISE THINGS?


1. Cleansing the temple--driving out money changers and dealers in


sacrificial animals

2. Teaching and preaching the gospel.

Jesus is teaching and preaching the gospel

Content: God provides salvation, forgiveness, peace, love,

We must come with faith, humility, repentance

God receives sinners! Hears and answers prayer.


God hates hypocrisy and meaningless ritual.

Jesus' response: Was John's baptism from God or from men? Chief priests and scribes answer: We don't know.

Jesus didn't tell where his authority came from. Why?

Authority is to be used to serve others, not for control or gain. THE WICKED TENANTS

A man planted a vineyard, leased it to tenants, departed.

He sent a servant to collect his share.

The servant was beaten and sent away empty handed.

Another servant was sent and also treated shamefully.

A third was sent and wounded and cast out. Luke 11:47-50; 13:34 The owner sent his son to collect his share. The son was murdered. What will the owner do?

What is the meaning of the parable?

The owner represents God.

The vineyard represents the nation ofIsrael. Isaiah 5:1-7

The wicked tenants represent the Jewish leaders. Lu. 11 :47-50

The wicked tenants didn't give the owner what belonged to Him. The servants represent the godly prophets.

The son represents Jesus. He knew how they would treat him! Danger: We may fail to give God what belongs to Him.

What is the meaning of that which is written: The stone that the builders

rejected..."? Psa. 118:22; Acts 4: 11; I Peter 2:7

"Whoever falls on that stone will be broken" Isaiah 28: 16

"On whomever it falls, it will grind him to powder." Dan. 2:34-35; 44-45. Chief priests and scribes knew he spoke this parable about them.

Why, after careful examination, did the leaders reject Jesus?

This parable tells us of human privilege, human sin, human responsibility. It tells us of the patience of God, and the judgment of God upon wickedness.


It tells us of Jesus knowledge of his death,

His confidence in the just judgment and triumph of God.

His claim to be the Son of God.

In what way is one who 'falls on the Stone' broken?

Is there danger of the 'Stone' crushing us to powder?

Why did the 'tenants' refuse to give payment to the owner?

I.

II.

