Her Fiance Drowned

Anne Steele lived in England from 1716-1778. She was born in

Broughton, where her father, who was a timber merchant, preached at the Baptist church for 60 years - most of the time without receiving a salary! She actually lived only 15 miles from the great Isaac Watts, although it is unlikely that they ever met. Her mother died when she was' 3 years old, and when she was 19 she suffered a severe injury to her hip, rendering her an invalid for most of her life. When she was 21, she was engaged to Robert Elscourt, but the day before the wedding he was drowned while bathing in a river! She never was married, and assisted her father in his pastoral labors for her whole life, although for the last 9 years of her life, she was never able to leave her bed. Still in spite of all of this, her disposition was described as "cheerful and helpful" and her life as one of "unaffected humility, warm benevolence, sincere friendship,

and genuine devotion.'"
.'

Here is part of one poem she wrote:

Thy powerful Word supports my hope Sweet cordial of the mind

And bears my fainting spirit up

And bids me wait resigned

And oh whate'er of earthly bliss Thy sovereign hand denies Accepted at Thy throne of grace Let this petition rise

"Give me a calm, a thankful heart From every murmur free

The blessings of Thy grace impart And let me live to Thee

Let the sweet hope that Thou art mine My path oflife attend

Thy presence through my journey shine And bless its happy end" Anne Steele

(essay by Kevin Twit, 1999)
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A thorn tree near the Garden of Gethsemane, Reminding us of the crown of thorns Jesus wore for us.

BRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH Meeting at Harstine Community Hall June 1,2008

YOU ARE WELCOME

Pastor Howard Spear 153 E. Rolling Hills Dr., -426-5221

In Fellowship With American Missionary Fellowship

Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift! ESV 2 Corinthians 9:15

Tues., 7:00 p.m. Bible Study at Ken and Sherry Ford's home, 1350 E. Jared Rd.

Wed., 7:00 p.m. Bible Study at Dan and Deb Deffinbaugh's home, 1510 E.

Lake Rd.

Wed., June 4, 7:00 p.m. Business meeting at Walton's home, 121 E. Heron Cove Sat., June 14,7:00 a.m. Men's Fellowship at Gordon Foster's home, 3401 E. Pickering Rd.

Sat., June 14, 1 :30 to 3:00 p.m. Ladies FriendshipTea at Harstine Hall. Make reservation and $2.00 donation to Lynne or Sherry by Sun., June 8

The church sign at the bridge was removed at the request of Mason County Dept. of Public works.

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES

1. PRAISE FOR PROGRESS ON OUR CHURCH BUILDING. Pray for


wisdom for the building committee and elders.

2. PRAY FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH AND LOVE FOR CHRIST and one


another.

3. PRAY FOR MEN AND WOMEN in the county jail and W.C.C. to come to


Christ and grow in godly character.

4. PRAY FOR MEN AND WOMEN IN THE MILITARY: Evie Foist, Gabe Foist, Philip Howard, Brenden Kealy, and their families. Pray for Nyree Rickonovich, Willa's granddaughter, who will be in Iraq June 4 in the war


zone.

5. PRAY FOR FAMILIES WITH FINANCIAL NEEDS to see God's plan. 6.PRAY FOR THOSE WITH HEALTH NEEDS: Vi Burrows

7.PRAY FOR MISSIONARIES: Phil and Janelle Maycumber working with

native Americans in Flagstaff, Arizona.

What shall we give thanks for?

First, and foremost, give thanks to Godfor you salvation. As one theologian has said, n(the fact) that you are not in hell is due to God's longsuffering; that you have been (made alive) spiritually is due to God's gracious operation; that you are pardoned is due to His precious bloodn(Spurgeon).

Secondly, give thanks for every good thing you enjoy. From the sunshine that warms your face, to the rain that waters the earth, to the food and drink you enjoy, to the air you breathe--praise God from Whom ALL blessings flow.

And finally, give thanks for the mercies of God which you cannot detect. I am sure that if God would make known to us the number of His graces towards us, they would be altogether incalculable.

Bryn MacPhail




THE THANKFUL LEPER

Luke 17:11-19 What motivates thanksgiving? How important is thanksgiving? 1. Ten lepers are healed.

a. Jesus had great variety in healing

b. The lepers are outside the village because they are outcasts.

c. The lepers cry for mercy

d. Jesus tells them to 2:0 to the priest. Le~ 14:1-9

2. One leper returns to give thanks.

With a loud voice he glorified God. He fell at Jesus' feet.

He was a Samaritan-doubly outcast, but welcomed by Jesus. II Kgs. 17:24-41

"Your faith has made you well" could be translated: "Your faith has saved you."

What did this leper receive more than physical healing?

3. What motivates thanksgiving?

Previous deprivation?

Awareness of the cost of the favor? II Cor. 9:15 Awareness of our dependence and need? Awareness of the goodness of the giver?

4. When should we give thanks?

In everything I Thess. 5:18 Always Eph. 5:20

Being vigilant in prayer. Col. 4:2 With our requests. Phil. 4:6-7 For food. Acts 27:35; John 6:11 For victory in Christ. I Cor. 15:57

5. How important is thanksgiving?

Lack of thankfulness is part of turning from God. Rom. 1 :21 How do you feel is someone fails to thank you?

Thanksgiving is part of our approach to God. Psalm 100

6. What are obstacles to thanksgiving?

Pride, self-centeredness, self-sufficiency, hard heart, greed, envy Thanksgiving prevents complaining, self-pity

7. Thanksgiving should be accompanied by:

Contentment Phil. 4:10-19; I Tim. 6:6-19

Generosity

Faith-"Your faith has saved you." Lu. 17:19; 8:48; Matt. 9:22

