Tues., 7:00 p.m. Bible Study at Ken & Sherry Ford’s home, 1350 Jared Rd.
Wed., 7:00 p.m. Bible Study at Dan and Deb Deffinbaugh’s home. Studying Suffering and the Sovereignty of God
May snacks—Thanks to all who provided after church refreshments for May.
Sat., June 3, PRAYER  10:00 a.m. to noon.
Sat., June 12, 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. Ladies Friendship Tea. Lynne Valley is taking reservations.
Sunday, June 20, Jonathan and Heidi Bamford, missionaries to the Philippines with New Tribes Mission, plan to be with us. (This is Father’s Day.)  A church dinner is planned. This will enable you to visit more with Jonathan and Heidi.
PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES
1. PRAY for our persecuted brothers and sisters and those who help them.
2. PRAY for our nation—for a spiritual awakening and return to God. Pray for awareness of our need for God and His Spirit to fill us and empower us.

3. PRAY for the June Breithaupt and Leeann Deutsch who serve women and children mostly Spanish speaking, and those learning English as a second language.
4. PRAY for those in the military and their families. Evie Foist, Philip Howard, Caleb Howard,  Nyree Rinkevich, Joshua Anderson, Nathan Keith, Alistair Borchert, Travis Gotch and their families.
PHARISEES were the most numerous and influential of the religious sects of Jesus’ day. They were strict legalists. They stood for the rigid observance of the letter and forms of the Law, and also for the Traditions. There were some good men among them. But in the main they were known for their covetousness, self-righteousness and hypocrisy.
SCRIBES were copyists of the Scriptures. Because of their minute acquaintance with the Law they became recognized authorities. They were sometimes called ‘lawyers.”  Scribes and Pharisees were the religious leaders of the nation.

JESUS’ WORDS in Matt. 23 constitute the most bitter denunciation that ever fell from his lips. Jesus never talked that way to sinners, publicans and the common people. Jesus himself was the most genuinely religious man that ever lived. But how his soul loathed religious pretense!  Halley’s Bible Handbook p. 445.
The name, Pharisee, means ‘separate’.  They were not priests or Levites, but from the common people, but they separated themselves from the common people. They regarded the common people as ‘unclean’ because they did not observe the Pharisee’s interpretation of the Torah (law of Moses). 
JESUS HEALS THE PARALYTIC

Mark 2:1-12

1. A CROWD COMES TO HEAR JESUS in Capernaum.
2. FOUR MEN BRING A PARALYTIC, 

Their faith is shown by their actions.


They use a creative method to get him to Jesus.


They work together as a team.


Tearing up the roof was likely disruptive to the teaching.


Who are we bringing to Jesus?

3. JESUS DEALS WITH THE HEART ISSUE


He forgives the man’s sins.
4. THE SCRIBES INWARDLY OBJECT


Why does this man speak blasphemies like this?


 Who can forgive sins but God alone?


Are we critics or believers?

5. JESUS ANSWERS THEIR OBJECTIONS


The Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins.


He commands the paralytic to get up, pick up his pallet, and go home.


What God commands He also enables us to do.


Have we experienced the healing touch of Jesus?

6. THE CROWDS WERE AMAZED.


No evidence of genuine faith in Jesus.


JESUS CALLS A TAX COLLECTOR

1. LEVI WAS AT THE TAX OFFICE (TOLL BOOTH).

Levi is also called Matthew. (Mark 3:18)

Tax collectors were hated traitors serving occupation forces.

2. JESUS CALLS LEVI “FOLLOW ME”.

It was a rare opportunity, and a costly choice.


Consider the alternatives: rich and hated, or friend of Jesus.
3. LEVI INVITES HIS FRIENDS TO MEET JESUS

His only friends were tax collectors and sinners.


They followed Him.   2:15

4. CRITICS COMPLAIN ABOUT JESUS


He eats with tax collectors and sinners.

5. JESUS CAME TO CALL SINNERS.


We must acknowledge our need of Jesus.

JESUS HEALS THE PARALYTIC


In a world full of pain, suffering and trouble, we are eager to find anyone who can help us. Jesus healed many people and delivered many from unclean spirits. A crowd quickly gathered around Jesus when he returned to Capernaum. The paralyzed man had four friends who believed Jesus could help him. They worked together to get him to Jesus. When they encountered an obstacle (the crowd of people) they devised a ‘creative alternative’, took him up on the house roof, opened a hole, and let him down to Jesus! 

Jesus saw their faith and spoke to the heart issues, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” A common idea was that sick people were suffering for their sin.  Luke tells that many Pharisees and teachers of the law were present. They believed Jesus was blaspheming because only God can forgive sins. They were right about God forgiving sins, since sins are offenses against God. Jesus knew their thoughts and said, “That you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins’ he said to the paralytic, “I say to you, arise, take up your bed, and go your way to your house” (Mark 2:10-11).There was no obvious evidence that the man’s sins were forgiven, but everyone could see him take up his bed and carry it home.  

Jesus commanded the paralyzed man to do what he could not do. And, He gave the man strength to obey. Likewise, He gives us strength to do what He commands us to do. He commands us to ‘love one another’. We do not have the love needed, but Jesus fills us with love as we depend on Him.

The people were amazed at Jesus’ power, but there is no indication they really knew who His is or that they trusted Him and followed Him.


Tax collectors were outcasts because they worked for occupation forces (Herod, or the Romans), and collected excess which they kept for themselves.  Matthew had writing and math skills necessary to his occupation. He left his occupation and followed Jesus. The money never satisfied his soul. He was empty and he believed following Jesus would be more satisfying. He wanted to introduce his friends to Jesus so he held a feast at his home. Many tax collectors and sinners came and met Jesus.  Scribes and Pharisees criticized Jesus for eating with these outcasts. Jesus said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners. Jesus was not looking for people good enough for Him to accept. He was seeking those who realized they needed a changed life. He loves us as we are, but He loves us too much to leave us as we are. 
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JESUS CALLS MATTHEW “FOLLOW ME”
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Pastor Howard Spear
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And when Jesus heard it, he said to them, "Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I came not to call the righteous, but sinners." ESV Mark 2:17
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