Sun., 7:00 p.m.  Young Adult Discipleship group
Tues., 7:00 p.m.  Bible Study at Ken and Sherry Ford’s home, 1350 E. Jared Rd.

Wed. 10:00 a.m.  Women’s Bible Study “After God’s Heart”; meet at the church

 9:00 a.m.  Study and lunch at Lisa Thiessen’s home
Wed., 7:00 p.m.  Bible study in Ephesians at Deffinbaugh’s home.
Thurs., May  5, noon  National Day of Prayer—gathering at Court House steps
Sat., May 7, 10:00 a.m. to noon  PRAYER at the church
Fri., Sat., May 13-14—Men’s Advance at BCC.

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES
1. PRAY that we will walk in humility before God and others.
2. PRAY for those in the military:  Caleb Howard, Nyree Rinkevich, Joshua Anderson, Nathan Keith, Alistair Borchert and their families.
3. PRAY for summer Bible club for children.  Pray for willing, capable workers and the right plans and preparation.
4. PRAISE for Ken Irish’s recovery from cancer. Tests indicate he is now cancer free.
5. Pray for Earl Roger and Leroy Edwardson—health needs, and for their families.
READ THE BIBLE FOR LIFE  (Week 17)
Kings and Prophets: God Shapes a Kingdom People
I Chronicles 17-20; II Samuel 7-12; Psalm 1; 2; 33; 127; 132; 20; 53; 60; 75; 65-67; 69; 70; 32; 86; 102; 103; 122
	PRIDE
	HUMILITY

	Little prayer
	Much prayer

	Ungrateful
	Grateful

	Argumentative
	Teachable, asking counsel

	Resisting authority
	Submissive

	Self exalting
	Self abasing

	Envious of others
	Rejoicing with others

	Blaming, critical, angry
	Forgiving

	Using others
	Serving others

	Talking too much

Complaining, idle talk
	Good listener

Edifying conversation

	Impatient
	Patient, understanding

	People pleaser
	God pleaser

	Indifference to others
	Compassionate, tenderhearted

	Seeking honor 
	Giving honor

	Perfectionism
	Realism

	
	


SAUL’S FATAL FLAW

Important People at the time of the Judges:  Ruth, Hannah, Samuel

SAUL BECOMES KING


Israel wanted a king like the nations around them. 8:6


They rejected God’s reign over them. I Sam. 8:7



God warned what the king would do. I Sam. 8:10-17 

Saul is anointed10:17-27, good leadership 11
SAUL’S PROBLEMS


Fear of Philistines, intrusion into priesthood. 13:11-13


Rash demands—no one eat  14:24


Disobeys God’s command to destroy Amalek  15:8-9


Set up a monument for himself  15:12


Reproved by Samuel  15:22-23


Wants honor before the elders of Israel  15:30


Troubled by a distressing spirit from the Lord 16:14


Envious of David,  18:8  Tries to kill David  18:11

Slew the priests at Nob

Afraid of the Philistines   28:5


Consulted the medium at Endor  28:7-24


Died on Mt. Gilboa 31:4-6
SAUL’S FATAL FLAW:  PRIDE

REPLACE PRIDE WITH HUMILITY

God resists the proud—James 4:6;  I Peter 5:5
The proud are an abomination to God. Prov. 16:5

Pride goes before destruction.  Prov. 16:18

Everything we are and have is a gift from God. I Cor. 4:7

By the grace of God I am what I am.  I Cor. 15:10

Jesus was the most humble person,  Phil. 2:5-11

We are to become like Jesus.  Luke 6:40

God lives with the humble.  Isa. 57:15

Submit to your elders and to one another.  I Peter 5:5

Humble yourselves under God’s mighty hand, 


So that He may exalt you in due time. I Peter 5:6


Recognize your dependence on God. James 4:13-17


Acknowledge your offenses against God. Luke 18:9-14


Realize your dependence on others. 


Choose to live in obedience to God. Rom. 14:7-8

Submit to God, resist the devil and he will flee from you. Jam. 4:7
Every Christian is called to live in humility and gentleness. Eph. 4:2

THE ‘WELL DRESSED CHRISTIAN’ is clothed with tender mercies, kindness,

humility, meekness, longsuffering, bearing with one another and forgiving one another, completed with LOVE, the bond of perfection accompanied by the peace of God, thankfulness, wisdom and praise.  Col. 3:12-16
SAUL’S FATAL FLAW


God wants us to learn from the failures recorded in His word. Saul had a great beginning as Israel’s king, but a fatal flaw brought his downfall. It was a serious character flaw that afflicts us all and spoils our relationship with God and others. Saul was proud and self seeking. He wanted honor. He disobeyed God. So God rejected him from being king and he died in battle.


Pride comes in many forms and is often disguised so we do not recognize it. It is the root of many sins, perhaps all sin. It is seen in Satan who desires to exalt himself to the place of God.  (Isa. 14:12-14)  We are tempted, as were Adam and Eve, to decide for ourselves right and wrong, to be our own boss, our own final authority. 

Jesus was the most humble person who ever lived. He became a man, served undeserving sinners, died for the sins of others, and committed Himself to Him who judges righteously. Every true follower of His desires to be like Him (Luke 6: 40). True humility begins by acknowledging our sinfulness and unworthiness before God (Luke 18:9-14). Then, we grow in humility by continually depending on the Lord. Apart from Him we can do nothing (John 15:5). Prayer is our lifeline to God. So, we want to pray continually as we continually depend on Him. Humility increases our joy in the Lord as we experience His grace (Isa. 29:19). God resists the proud but gives grace to the humble. His enabling power works in our lives as we continually depend on Him (I Peter 5:6).  Waiting on God shows we realize that we can do nothing without Him. “Wait for the LORD; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the LORD!” . ESV Psalm 27:14

Humility is expressed in serving the genuine needs of others. The humble person is not seeking recognition or reward, but rejoices to give to the needs of others. A person wrapped up in himself is a very small package.

Whatever abilities we have are a gift from the Lord to be used in serving Him and others. Positions of authority and responsibility are opportunities to help others become what God wants them to be. The proud person uses his power to exalt himself.


Every Christian is called to live with humility and gentleness. This means genuine consideration for the needs of others, a willingness to listen and learn from others, a willingness to work together with others to honor Christ. Humility is essential in the family. Husband and wife live to meet the needs of each other instead of expecting the partner to meet his or her needs. As we give to each other, our own needs will be met. Children learn humility as they learn to be considerate and helpful to other family members. Humility includes respecting parents and learning to obey cheerfully, promptly and completely. The family is our training ground for learning humility. 

Humility must not be confused with thinking we are no good, can’t do anything right and worthless. We are made in God’s image and valuable. We have worth that is to be recognized by ourselves and others. We have a place in God’s heart and the body of Christ. Whatever our place or ability, we are to serve God and others with love and genuine compassion. This truly honors our Lord who is the giver of every good and perfect gift, including our abilities and opportunities.

“He who can no longer listen to his brother will soon be no longer listening to God either.”  Deitrich Bonhoeffer ( pastor martyred by Hitler’s regime).
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MAP OF ISRAEL IN SAUL’S TIME
BRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH
500 E. North Island Drive, Shelton, WA 98584
360-426-6352
www.bccharstine.org
May 1, 2011

YOU ARE WELCOME

Bible Classes 9:30 a.m.; Worship 7:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Howard Spear

153 E. Rolling Hills Dr., 426-5221

Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble." 6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you, 7 casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. ESV 1 Peter 5:5-7
In Fellowship With
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