attitudes betrayed their unbelief and self-centeredness. Jesus' parable ripped the mask off their hypocrisy.

This, then, is the central and culminating lesson of the parable: Jesus is pointing out the stark contrast between God's own delight in the redemption of sinners and the Pharisees' inflexible hostility toward those same sinners. Keeping that lesson fixed firmly in view, we can legitimately draw from the larger story (as Jesus unfolds it) several profound lessons about grace, forgiveness, repentance, and the heart of God toward sinners. Those elements are all so conspicuous in the parable that almost everyone should be able to recognize them.

Seeing Ourselves in the Parable

There's a good reason this short story pulls at the heartstrings of so many hearers. We recognize ourselves in it. The parable reminds us ofthe most painful aspects of the human condition, and those who take an honest look will recognize themselves.

For believers; the Prodigal Son is a humbling reminder of who we are and how much we owe to divine grace.

For those who are conscious of their own guilt but are still unrepentant, the Prodigal's life is a searing reminder of the wages of sin, the duty of the sinner to repent, and the goodness of God that accompanies authentic repentance.

For sinners coming to repentance, the father's eager welcome and costly generosity are reminders that God's grace and goodness are inexhaustible.

For heedless unbelievers (especially those like the scribes and Pharisees, who use external righteousness as a mask for unrighteous hearts), the

elder brother is a reminder that neither a show of religion nor the pretense of respectability is a valid substitute for redemption.


For all of us, the elder brother's attitude is a powerful warning,

showing how easily and how subtly unbelief can masquerade as faithfulness.

Regardless of which of those categories you fall into, my prayer for you is that the Lord will use it to minister grace to your heart. If you are a

believer, may you bask in the Father's joy over the salvation of the lost. May you gain a new appreciation for the beauty and the glory of God's plan of redemption. And may you also be encouraged and better equipped to participate in the work of spreading the gospel.

May listeners and readers who, like the Prodigal, have come to the end of themselves be motivated to abandon the husks of this world. And above all, may this message sound a reveille in the hearts of any who need to be awakened to the awful reality of their own sin and the glorious promise of redemption in Christ.

Adapted from A Tale of Two Sons, @ 2008 by John MacArthur.
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Roman aqueduct at Caesarea See Israel pictures following dinner.

BRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH Meeting at Harstine Community HaIl April 20, 2008

Pastor Howard Spear 153 E. Rolling Hills Dr., -426-5221

In Fellowship With American Missionary Fellowship

"Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me." NKJ Revelation 3:20

Dinner following church, Israel pictures after dinner.

Tues., 7:00 p.m. Bible Study at Ken and Sherry Ford's home 1350 E. Jared Rd.

Wed., 7:00 p.m. Bible Study at Dan and Deb Deffinbaugh's home, 1510 E. Spencer Lake Rd.

Fri., Sat" Sun., Apr. 25-27, MISSIONS CONFERENCE. Nate Scholz with Frontiers; Tom and Wanda Morrison with New Tribes Mission; Jeff Shakelford with American Missionary Fellowship

Thurs., May 1, NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER Join in prayer at David and Sandy Bamford's home, 120 E. Latham Ln. (off Jared Rd.) 9:00 to 11 :00 a.m.

Or, at Tormanen's home, 41 E. Maryann PI. 9:00 to 11:00 a.m.

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES

1. PRAY FOR OUR MISSIONS CONFERENCE to help us obey the Great

Commission. Pray for speakers: Nate Scholz, Tom and Wanda Morrison, and Jeff Shakelford."

2. PRAY FOR PROGRESS ON OUR CHURCH BUILDING. Pray for


wisdom for the building committee al1d elders.

3. PRAY FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH AND LOVE FOR CHRIST and


one another.

4. PRAY FOR MEN AND WOMEN in the county jail and W.C.C. to come to


Christ and grow in godly character.

5. PRAY FOR MEN AND WOMEN IN THE MILITARY: Evie Foist,

Gabe Foist, Philip Howard, Brenden Kealy, and their families. 6. PRAY FOR FAMILIES WITH FINANCIAL NEEDS to see God's plan. 7. PRAY FOR THOSE WITH HEALTH NEEDS: Vi Burrows, Jenny

It was an offense to the Scribes and Pharisees that Jesus companied and associated with men and women who, by the orthodox, were labeled as sinners. The Pharisees gave to people who did not keep the law a general classification. They called them The People of the Land. There was a complete barrier between the Pharisees and the People ofthe Land. To marry a daughter to one of the People of the Land was like exposing her, bound and helpless, to a lion. The Pharisaic regulations laid it down, "When a man is one of the People of the Land, entrust no money to him, take no testimony ftom him, trust him with no secret, do not appoint him guardian of an orphan, do not make him the custodian of charitable funds, do not accompany him on ajourney." Wm. Barclay

Our Father longs for our return to Him.

We must come to the end of ourselves and return to our Father.

We must receive his love and forgiveness.

We must join with our Father in welcoming others to His fellowship.

We must share our Father's love for lost, broken people.



JESUS WELCOMES SINNERS


Luke 15

1. Pharisees and scribes murmur against Jesus.

"This man receives sinners and eats with them."

Tax collectors-traitors, cheats, swindlers.

Sinners-not devoted to keeping the law: unclean

2. THE PARABLE OF THE LOST SHEEP 3-7

The shepherd searches for his lost sheep until he finds it.

He brings it home on his shoulders.

He calls his ftiends to rejoice with him at finding the lost sheep. "There is more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over 99

just persons who need no repentance."


"The Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost."


19:10


God has taken the initiative to bring us to Himself. I Peter 3: 18

"It is not the will of your Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish." Matt. 18: 11-14 3. THREE CAUSES OF LOSTNESS


1. Wandering, indifference, carelessness.


Enticed by desires and personal interests-as the sheep seeks grass.


2. Outside forces-gravity caused the coin to fall.


Worldly forces attract us ftom Christ.

3. Inner independence, rebellion

The son wanted to be ftee of his father's restraints

He wanted the benefits (money) but not the responsibility.

He wanted to be his own master.

4. LOS1NESS --separation ftom God.


Jesus chose to seek the lost-sinners and tax collectors.

A TALE OF TWO SONS

Indeed, the context of Luke 15, with its theme of heavenly joy over earthly repentance, makes perfect sense of all the major features of the parable. The prodigal represents a typical sinner who comes to repentance. The father's patience, love, generosity, and delight over the son's return are clear and perfect emblems of divine grace. The prodigal's heart change is a picture of what true repentance should look like. And the elder brother's cold indifference-the real focal point of the story, as it turns out-is a vivid representation of the same evil hypocrisy Jesus was conftonting in the hearts of the hostile scribes and Pharisees to whom He told the parable in the first place (Luke 15:2). They bitterly resented the sinners and tax collectors who drew near to Jesus (v. 1), and they tried to paper over their fleshly indignation with religious pretense. But their

