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Praying Hands by Albrecht Drurer

BRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH

Meeting at Harstine Community Hall

March 1, 2009

YOU ARE WELCOME

www.bccharstine.org

Pastor Howard Spear

153 E. Rolling Hills Dr., .426- 5 221

"Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened.”  ESV Matthew 7:7,8

In Fellowship with American Missionary Fellowship

ANNOUNCEMENTS
· Tues. 7:00 p.m. Bible Study at Ken and Sherry Ford's home, 1350 E. Jared Rd. 

· Wed., 7:00 p.m. Bible Study at Willa Smith's home, Ferry Loop Rd. 

· Sat., March 7, 9:00 a.m. to noon UNITE IN PRAYER for unsaved loved ones. At Bill and Lynne Valley's home. 

· Sat., March 14,7:00 a.m. Men's Fellowship at ___________(place needed). Continuing study: Battling the Unbelief of Bitterness/Anger. 

· Thurs., March 26, 7:00 p.m., Christ in the Passover, presented by Dr. Rich Robinson, Senior Researcher for Jews for Jesus in San Francisco. At Harstine Hall. Bring friends. 

· Sun., April 12, EASTER
PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES 

1. PRAISE: Sheetrock is being installed, 800 heather plants planted! 

2. PRAY we will be growing disciples, becoming like Christ. 

3. PRAY FOR MEN AND WOMEN in the county jail and W.C.C. to come to Christ and grow in godly character. Pray for Erica, Bambi, Nick, and Marian. 

4. PRAY FOR MEN AND WOMEN IN THE MILITARY: Evie Foist, Philip Howard, Nyree Rickonovich, Joshua Anderson and their families. 

5. PRAY FOR MISSIONARIES: Dan and Monica Brown with Frontiers. 

6. PRAISE for Vi Burrows progress, and Mel Hadley's progress. 

7. PRAY FOR TESS SMITH, a friend of Willa Smith, who is still in a lockdown institution. Pray for the right attorney to help her. 

8. Youth Mission Trip postponed. 

In Feb. and Mar. FOR A PRAYER CHAIN REQUEST PHONE Kathy F. 427-2546 or Doris 426-5221

JESUS' DISCIPLES PRAY

Matt. 7:7-11

ASK 


Present tense (This tense in Greek indicates continued action.) 


Aiteo 'ask' of an inferior to a superior 

1.
ASK THE RIGHT PERSON. 

God, our father 

Know the Father's character-7:9-11 

We can trust Him to answer in wisdom and love. 

2.
ASK WITH THE RIGHT STANDING 

Child comes to his father, with submission, harmony. 

Keep His Commandments. I In. 3:22-24; In. 14:21 

3.
ASK IN FAITH 

Believing Matt. 21 :22; Heb. 11:6 

We can trust our Father to keep His promises 

4.
ASK IN TOTAL DEPENDENCE 

Poor in spirit. Matt. 5:3 

5.
ASK TO BENEFIT OTHERS 

Our daily bread. Luke 11 :5-8 

6.
ASK ACCORDING TO HIS WILL. 
I John 5:14-15 

That we would live in fellowship with Christ 

That we would love Him with all our heart, soul, strength and mind 

That we would show His love to everyone we meet 

That His will would be done in earth. 

That we would find in Him our satisfaction, security, strength and significance 

That we would use all our resources for His honor and His purposes 

7.
ASK IN JESUS NAME John 14:14 

On the basis of His life and righteousness 

In accord with His character 

For His will to be done 

SEEK 

Seek the Lord with our whole heart, Psa. 105:4; Isa 55:6 

God designed life to develop by seeking. 

Seeking includes learning, exploring, inventing, developing. 

We learn from errors and failures. 

We learn from the Bible, and the Holy Spirit. 

We learn by study and prayer. 

KNOCK 

At the right door 

With persistence 

With respect 

With urgency 

Involves action. Right praying leads to right action. 

We should always be willing to participate in the answers to our prayers.

JESUS' DISCIPLES PRAY 

A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone when he is fully trained will be like his teacher. ESV Luke 6:40 

Jesus prayed early in the morning, at his baptism, and he prayed all night before choosing his disciples. He prayed in great agony in Gethsemane, and he prayed on the cross. As we become like him, we will pray more. We will also pray more wisely. 

Prayer is communication with God. As we depend more on God, we will communicate more with him. We are commanded to pray continually (I Thess. 5: 17). Jesus gave us a pattern for prayer in Matt. 6:9-13. Jesus told us to ask, seek, and knock. He promised that those who ask will receive, those who seek will find, and to those who knock it will be opened. But we must ask the right person, come with the right standing, ask ill faith, ask according to God's will, ask to benefit others, and ask in Jesus' name. To ask in Jesus' name means that we come on the basis of Jesus' life and righteousness which has been given to us. 

Jesus gave us many commands regarding prayer: Pray for those who persecute you; pray the Lord of the harvest to send laborers into his harvest; pray that you do not enter into temptation. He told the parable of the unjust judge that men ought always to pray and not to lose heart-to persevere (Luke 18:1f). God, in contrast to the unjust judge, will do what is right. 

Jesus warned us to avoid wrong motives in prayer, such as praying to impress others, or praying with pride (Matt. 6: 5; Lu. 18:10-14). He told us that we must forgive others if we want God to forgive us (Mk. 11 :25). 

Paul instructed us to be 'praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints (Eph. 6:18). That is very extensive and inclusive. Paul's great desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they might be saved (Rom. 10:1-2). Therefore, we are encouraged and directed to pray for unsaved loved ones to come to Christ. That is their greatest need, and the Spirit of God must draw them to Christ so they might receive him. 

We need the Holy Spirit to move us to pray and to guide us in prayer. It is proper to turn the Word of God into prayer by praying that the Lord will enable us to love Him, to keep His commands, and live in joyful fellowship with Him. Any command in the Word that we are not obeying should move us to confession and supplication for God's enabling grace. 

We should begin every day by committing ourselves and our activities to the Lord. The 'Lord's Prayer' is a wonderful pattern for prayer. It begins with praise, asks that God, our Father, may be honored as He deserves, asks that His will may be done, and His kingdom come. Then, we ask for daily provision, forgiveness, and protection from the evil one. The more we love God and realize our need for Him, the more we will pray.

FEBRUARY, 2009 FINANCIAL REPORT 
General Fund Contributions 



 5,568

Building Fund Contributions 



   700

Regular disbursements 




 2,732

General Fund Balance 




16,993

Building Fund Disbursements 



19,537
Building Fund Balance 




81,982

Missions Fund Disbursements 

Breithaupt (AMF) 



     125
Crane (AMF) 




     125
Deutsch (AMF 




     125
Pais (AMF) 




     150
Bible League 




       75

Dan Brown (Frontiers) 



     100

Far East Broadcasting Co. 



     100
Bamfords (New Tribes Mission) 


     100
Duane Howe (New Tribes Mission) 


       50
Jeff Howe (New Tribes Mission) 


     100
Olympia Union Gospel Mission 


       75
Carenet Pregnancy Center 



        63
Maycumbers (VIM) 



      100

TOTAL MISSION DISBURSEMENTS 


   1,288

Missions Fund Balance 
$2,166 
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