After church—website explanation

Mon.,  7:00 p.m.  Bible Study at Ken Ford’s home
Tues., 9:00 a.m.  Bible Study at church

Wed., 10:00 a.m.  Ladies Bible Study at church 
Wed., 7:00 p.m.  Youth at church

Wed., 7:00 p.m. Bible study at Deffinbaugh’s home

Fri., 10:00 a.m.  Men’s Bible study at church

Sun., March 4, 10:30 a.m.  John Martin, candidate for Associate Pastor is scheduled to speak in church. Dinner following church. Opportunity to talk with John and his wife, Cindy, in the afternoon.

Sun. Mar. 25, opportunity to renew your wedding vows.

BUSINESS MEETING DECISIONS:  1)  To approve the proposed budget. 2) To purchase a storage container.  3) To build a recreational pavilion when funds are available. (Drawing coming soon.)

TO REQUEST PRAYER on the phone/email prayer chain—phone Patti Kempton 426-9587

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES:

1. PRAY that our hearts will be right with God.

2. PRAY that loved ones will come to Christ and follow Him closely.
3. PRAY for those with health needs: Donna Pollat, Evelyn Valley, Nathaniel Burke, Lena Tober, and others. Pray for their families also.

4. PRAY for those in the military and their families: Alistair Borchert,  Caleb Howard, Brenden Kealy, Nathan Keith—son of Pastor Jack Keith, Nyree Lensch—granddaughter of Willa Smith, Anthony O’Connor—grandson of Robert O’Connor, Joshua Olson—son of Mike and Lynn Olson.

5. PRAY for those needing more provision/employment: Jay and Juleene Jenkins,  Jared and Cassie Ford, others
6. PRAY for Mason County Christian School—seeking an administrator.

7. PRAY for God’s direction in search for Associate Pastor.

8. PRAY that we will each be a light in this dark world.

Would you send a 50th anniversary card to:

  Duane and Nadine Howe
  1201 Sunburst St.,
  Twin Falls, ID 83301-3153
Or bring it to the church and we will mail several together.
IS YOUR HEART RIGHT WITH GOD?

Acts 8

1. PHILIP PREACHED CHRIST IN SAMARIA


Many miracles, many believed, great joy

2. SIMON THE SORCERER BELIEVED AND WAS BAPTIZED


He had long been regarded as the great power of God. 8:10

3. APOSTLES FROM JERUSALEM CAME


Believers received the Holy Spirit


This showed that the Samaritans were welcomed as fellow believers.


Acts 1-10 record the gospel going to the Jews, the Samaritans, the Gentiles.


It was a time of expansion and transition.

4. SIMON OFFERS TO BUY THE HOLY SPIRIT POWER  8:19


Peter sternly rebuked Simon saying:


“Your heart is not right with God.



Repent of this your wickedness.



Pray God if perhaps the thoughts of your heart may be forgiven.



You are poisoned by the gall of bitterness and bound by iniquity.


Did Simon repent?


‘Simony’ is the buying or selling of church offices and privileges.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO HAVE YOUR HEART RIGHT WITH GOD?

Receive the testimony of Jesus.  John 3:32-33


 
Believe who He says He is, what He has done and promises to do.


Humility, repentance, faith, dependence, joyful obedience  I John 5:3

5. PHILIP EVANGELIZES THE ETHIOPIAN EUNUCH

He went from crowds to one person.


The treasurer of Ethiopia had been to Jerusalem to worship.


He was reading Isaiah 53, and desired to understand it.


Philip guided him to see Jesus as the suffering servant.


The official believed, was baptized, and went on his way rejoicing.


This Ethiopian represents many people today who are religious, read the Scriptures, and seek the truth, yet do not have saving faith in Jesus Christ. They are sincere, but they are lost! They need someone to show them the way. They need to receive Christ and live in fellowship with Him.
6. NOTICE THE CONTRASTS BETWEEN SIMON AND THE ETHIOPIAN.

The official was reading the Scripture. He had been to Jerusalem to worship. He had a scroll of Isaiah which he was reading. He was eagerly seeking God and desired someone to guide Him. God wonderfully provided by directing Philip to come near the chariot. He believed and humbly requested baptism. He publicly professed Christ. 


Simon wanted more power and authority. He feared judgment. Did he repent? Did he love God and trust in Jesus as His Savior and Lord? Did he wholeheartedly turn from self to Christ and seek to honor Christ always? 

Have you received Christ as your Lord and Savior? Do you live in fellowship with Him each day? Is your heart right with God?
IS YOUR HEART RIGHT WITH GOD?

Acts 8


God used persecution to scatter the Christians from Jerusalem so that many outside Jerusalem would hear the gospel. Philip, one of the seven, preached Christ in Samaria. Many responded by trusting in Christ. Miracles confirmed the message, and those possessed by evil spirits were delivered from Satan. This brought great joy in that city.


Simon, a sorcerer, had been regarded as ‘the great power of God’. He had astonished people with his sorceries for a long time. He believed and was baptized and continued with Philip, being amazed at the miracles and signs.

Peter and John came from Jerusalem, prayed and laid their hands on the believers so they received the Holy Spirit. This showed that the Samaritans, whom the Jews hated, and with whom they had no dealings, were accepted as fellow believers and heirs of the kingdom.


Simon wanted the power to lay hands on people and cause them to receive the Holy Spirit. So, he offered money to the apostles to receive this power. Peter sharply rebuked him, saying, “Your money perish with you, because you thought that the gift of God s could be purchased with money! You have neither part nor portion in this matter, for your heart is not right in the sight of God. Repent therefore of this your wickedness, and pray God if perhaps the thought of your heart may be forgiven you.” Acts 8:20-22) He asked the apostles to pray for him.

The unregenerate heart is contaminated and defiled by pride, rebellion, bitterness, deceit, fear, and worry. It does not love for God. The Lord searches every heart (Jer. 17:10; I Chronicles 28:9). Our defiled hearts have broken our relationship with God (Mark 7:21-23). 


Only Christ can cleanse our hearts. Peter testified that God who knows the heart gave the Gentiles the Holy Spirit when they trusted Christ (Acts 15:8).  We also are commanded to ‘purify our hearts’ (James 4:8). We are to actively cooperate with God in cleansing our hearts of every attitude, thought, motive, and desire that is not controlled by Christ.  We must learn to love righteousness and hate evil, beginning in our own heart. ‘Blessed are the pure in heart’ (Matt. 5:8). We should pray daily, ‘Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me’ (Psa. 51:10).  While a clean body and clean house are important, a clean heart is most important.

Philip left the crowd at Samaria and spoke with one person on the desert road south of Jerusalem. The Ethiopian official was reading the scroll of Isaiah. The Spirit directed Philip to join him. The official wanted to know of whom the prophet was speaking. Philip told him about Jesus. Immediately the man believed and wanted to express his faith in baptism. Are we willing and available to speak of Jesus with those God brings into our lives? Could you show another person from the Bible who Jesus is and what it means to trust in Him? Do you love God and others enough to share the gospel so they can be reconciled to God? 

PHILIP AND THE ETHIOPIAN OFFICIAL
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Bible Classes 9:30 a.m.; Worship 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Howard Spear

153 E. Rolling Hills Dr., 426-5221


You have neither part nor lot in this matter, for your heart is not right before God. 22 Repent, therefore, of this wickedness of yours, and pray to the Lord that, if possible, the intent of your heart may be forgiven you. ESV Acts 8:21
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