Mon.,  7:00 p.m. Bible Study at Ford’s home.

Tues.  Bible Study on Minor Prophets: 
Wed., 7:00 p.m. Youth at the church
Wed., 7:00 p.m. Bible study at Deffinbaugh’s home.

Wed., 10:00 a.m. Women’s Bible Study 
Men’s Bible Study every Friday, 10:00 a.m. at BCC.
TO REQUEST PRAYER  on the phone/email prayer chain


Phone Patti Kempton  426-9587.

SNACKS for January provided by those with last names beginning K---M.
PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES

1. PRAY that we will be Spirit empowered witnesses.

2. PRAY for Randy Endicott—strength for teaching, better health.

3. PRAY for those in the military and their families: Joshua Anderson—nephew of Tormanen’s;  Alistair Borchert, Caleb Howard, Brenden Kealy, Nathan Keith—son of Pastor Jack Keith;  Nyree Lensch—Willa’s granddaughter, Anthony O’Connor –Robert O’Connor’s grandson, Joshua Olson—son of Mike and Lynn.
4. PRAY for those needing more provision.

5. PRAY for those needing healing:  Chris, Donna, Joe, others
6. PRAY for Mason County Christian School –seeking an administrator.

SPIRIT EMPOWERED WITNESS
Acts 1

1. THE AUTHOR OF ACTS—Luke  1:1-4

He records the continued work of Jesus Christ


Jesus’ Work—Volume 2  He made careful research.


William Ramsey called Luke a historian of the first rank.

2. THE GREAT COMMISSION REPEATED  1:8:  

Matt. 28:18-20; Mark 16:15; Luke 24:46-48; John 20:21-23

Power for witness


Place of witness: Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, to the end of the earth

3. EMPOWERED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT  1:8

You shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit  1:5


Work of the Spirit:  



Teach and bring to remembrance  John 14:26



Convict of sin, righteousness, and judgment  John 16:7-11



Guide you into all truth  John 16:13



Produce the fruit of the Spirit  Gal. 5:22-23


BE FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT  Eph. 5:18



Imperative, present, passive, plural


INVITE THE SPIRIT INTO EVERY AREA OF YOUR LIFE

4. THE ASCENSION OF JESUS—1:9

Enthronement at the right hand of God


All authority has been given to Me in heaven and earth.  Matt. 28:18
5. PROMISE OF JESUS’ RETURN—1:11

Bodily, visibly, gloriously, triumphantly, unexpectedly

6. ONE ACCORD PRAYER  1:14

With the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and His brothers.


Homothumadon—one accord  1:14; 2:46; 4:24; 5:12; 7:57; 8:6; 12:20; 15:25; 18:12; 19:29; 
7. A WITNESS OF HIS RESURRECTION  1:15-26

Judas’ replacement:



With Jesus from His baptism to His ascension




A witness of His resurrection


Matthias is chosen—never mentioned again in the New Testament.

Love INC is in need of bunk beds, twin beds, dressers, towels, bedding and kitchen items. If you are able to help, call Love INC at 462-5683.
SPIRIT EMPOWERED WITNESS

The book of Acts, commonly called ‘The Acts of the Apostles’ would better be called “The Works of Jesus—Volume II”. Jesus continues His work as He establishes His church. He works through His chosen apostles to proclaim the gospel of the kingdom and His resurrection.


The book of Acts is Volume II of Luke’s record. William M. Ramsay, an English scholar, doubted the reliability of Luke’s account. But careful study of the historical facts convinced Ramsay that Luke was a historian of the first rank with complete accuracy of names, titles, events, and purpose.

Jesus repeats the Great Commission as He tells His followers “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." ESV Acts 1:8 He promises them the power to carry out His command. What He commands, He also enables us to do as we depend on His power.


The good news of His love and grace is to be proclaimed in our home town and area, as well as to those who may be enemies or outcasts, and throughout the whole world. Everyone needs to hear of Christ.


Jesus’ ascension into heaven ends His resurrection appearances and makes possible His sending the Holy Spirit to be with every believer all the time. No one can live the Christian life without the Holy Spirit who is our teacher, Comforter, Helper, strength, and life. He guides us into all the truth and reminds us of what Jesus taught.

The church is the followers of Christ assembled for worship, fellowship, instruction, and communion and prayer. The church was born in a prayer meeting. They were all in one accord in prayer. This included the women, Mary, the mother of Jesus and His brothers. These brothers had long doubted His claims, but the resurrection convinced them and they joined the group.


MatthIas was chosen to replace Judas, the traitor, as a witness of the resurrection. He is not mentioned again in the New Testament.

Prayer is essential for every Christian today. While we are to pray without ceasing, we are also to unite in prayer with other believers. There is great effectiveness in united prayer. Just as a laser is concentrated light, so united prayer concentrates our petitions to the Lord. We join as a team to pray for God’s will to be done for His glory.


As the Holy Spirit produces in our lives the fruit of the Spirit Christ is glorified. (But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. ESV Galatians 5:22-23)There is no church without the Holy Spirit. We are commanded: “Be filled with the Spirit” Eph. 5:18. This is a command, not optional, present tense indicating that it is a continuing action, passive indicating that it is not our work but God’s work, and plural showing that it is for all God’s people. We need to be continuously filled with the Spirit, which means that He enables and controls all our lives. We should continuously welcome the filling of the Spirit to enable us to love, rejoice, have peace in our hearts and words, patience in every situation, kindness to all, etc.
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THE UPPER ROOM IN JERUSALEM

Only the floor is thought to be original

BRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH
500 E. North Island Drive, Shelton, WA 98584
360-426-6352
www.bccharstine.org
January 8, 2012
YOU ARE WELCOME

Bible Classes 9:30 a.m.; Worship 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Howard Spear

153 E. Rolling Hills Dr., 426-5221

"But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." NKJ Acts 1:8
In Fellowship With
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