We welcome new members: Bill, Jenny and Chris Cox and Lynne Fish.

Mon., 7:00 p.m. Bible Study in Revelation at Ford’s home.
Tues., 7:00 p.m. MISSIONS MEETING  presentations 

by Ken and Sherry Ford and Gary Aube about their mission activities.

Wed., 7:00 p.m. Bible study at Deffinbaugh’s home.

Wed., 10:00 a.m. Women’s Bible Study at the church. 

Fri., 10:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 

Fri., 6-9 p.m. and Sat. 8:30-2:30 Heart of the Gospel 

Westwood Baptist, Olympia
Cost: $30.00

Subjects: The Humility, Love, Mercy and Grace of Christ
Tues., Sept. 27, 7:00 p.m. Annual Business Meeting  Ministry reports needed.
SEPTEMBER SNACKS provided by those with last names beginning with A – D.
PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES
1. PRAY that we will be wholly committed to the LORD.
2. PRAY for Randy Endicott—strength for teaching, better health.
3. PRAY for Shirley Waring –health needs. 

4. PRAY for those in the military and their families: Joshua Anderson—nephew of Tormanen’s;  Alistair Borchert, Caleb Howard, Brenden Kealy, Nathan Keith—son of Pastor Jack Keith;  Nyree Lensch—Willa’s granddaughter, Anthony O’Connor –Robert O’Connor’s grandson, Joshua Olson—son of Mike and Lynn.
5. PRAY for a spiritual awakening in our nation.
THE THREE RETURNS TO JERUSALEM

The books of Ezra and Nehemiah tell us about three different times when the Jews returned to their homeland. Let’s think about each of these returns:

The First Return Under the Leadership of Zerubbabel

Zerubbabel was the governor (leader) of the children of Israel and he was also a descendant of King David. Zerubbabel led the first group of about 50,000 people back to Jerusalem. These loved the Lord and the land  As soon as Cyrus gave them permission, they were ready to go (see Ezra 1:1-3)! Their first job was to rebuild the temple. 

The Second Return Under the Leadership Of Ezra

About 80 years later another group of Jews returned to Jerusalem under the leadership of Ezra who was a great Bible teacher. This was a much smaller group of people (only about two thousand people). We can read about the amazing journey these people took in Ezra chapters 7 and 8.

The Third Return Under the Leadership Of Nehemiah

About 13 years later Nehemiah led a group of Jews back to Jerusalem. We read about this in Nehemiah chapter 2. The Bible does not tell us how many people returned with Nehemiah, but it was probably not a very large group. When Nehemiah arrived in Jerusalem he encouraged the Jews to rebuild the walls of the city. By this time the temple had been rebuilt but the walls of the city were still in ruins. Why do you think it was important for a city to have tall and strong walls? The Jews living in the days of Nehemiah had a great work to do!

EZRA, HAGGAI, ZECHARIAH

1. CYRUS DECREES THE JEWS MAY RETURN TO JERUSALEM.  539 B.C.

Emperor of Persia, who had conquered the Babylonians.  Ezra1:1-4
2. ZERUBBABEL WAS APPOINTED GOVERNOR


He led the first return of 49,897 people in 538 B.C., a journey of 900 miles.

They restored the altar and laid the temple foundation.


Many rejoiced and many wept.  Ezra 3:7-13


They faced opposition from enemies of Judah and Benjamin. Ez. 4
3. HAGGAI REPROVED THEM FOR NOT COMPLETING THE TEMPLE.


The people had trouble and loss because they neglected the temple. 


The Lord said: ‘Consider your ways!’ Haggai 1:7


God said, “The glory of this latter temple shall be greater than the former.’ 2:9

4. ZECHARIAH ENCOURAGED THE PEOPLE TO BUILD THE TEMPLE

He told of the future importance of the temple


The Messiah is coming—Zech. 9:9 quoted in Matt. 21:4-5.


He is sold for 30 pieces of silver.  Zech 11:11-12; Matt. 27:3-10


They will look on Me whom they pierced. Zech. 12:10; John 19:34, 37; 20:27


The Shepherd will be struck and the sheep scattered. Zech. 13:7 – Matt. 26:31, 56, 67

5. EZRA LED THE SECOND RETURN TO JERUSALEM IN 457 B.C.


He was a skilled scribe in the Law of Moses.  7:6


Ezra was a priest who ‘prepared his heart to seek the Law of the Lord and to do

 it, and to teach statutes and ordinances in Israel.’ Ezra 7:10


About 2000 people returned and brought treasures to the temple in Jerusalem.


They fasted and prayed for God’s protection. They arrived safely.

6. EZRA WAS GRIEVED BY THE UNFAITHFULNESS OF ISRAEL.


They intermarried with the people of the land.  9:1-2


Ezra tore his clothes and his hair and beard and sat astonished. 9:3-4

They made a covenant to separate from heathen wives. 10:3


The people gathered and trembled before the Lord and in the rain. 10:9

7. WE ARE CALLED TO FOLLOW CHRIST.  Luke 14:26-35

We are to bear our cross—die to self.  14:27



We are to forsake all that we have.  14:33

8. WE ARE TO ENDURE HARDSHIP AS A GOOD SOLDIER  II Tim. 2:1-7


TEACHER—be creative, skillful, wise


SOLDIER—endure hardness, obey orders, be committed


ATHLETE—know and obey the rules, train diligently


FARMER—learn and do what will produce a crop, work timely.  Prov. 20:4

10. WILL WE TAKE THE EASY COMFORTABLE WAY OR

WILL WE FOLLOW CHRIST CLOSELY?


Guard your heart—Prov. 4:23


Guard your words—Psa. 19:14; Matt. 12:34-37

MEDITATE ON THE WORD  Psa. 119:9-11

REJOICE IN THE LORD  Phil. 4:4


In everything give thanks. I Thess. 5:18


Bless the Lord at all times.  Psa. 34:1-4

EZRA, HAGGAI, AND ZECHARIAH


God promised He would restore Israel to her land after 70 years. Daniel prayed for this. Cyrus, the emperor of Persia, issued a decree that the Lord God of heaven commanded him to build a temple for the Lord in Jerusalem. He directed those who served the Lord to return to Jerusalem. Zerubbabel led this first return of 49,897 people in 538 B.C. It was a costly, tiring trip of 900 miles. It would be much easier to continue to live in Babylon where their friends and families lived. 
What motivated these people to return to Israel? Some loved adventure. Some loved the Lord and were committed to building a temple to honor the Lord. They would be pioneers, returning to a city that was largely desolate and rubble and without the protection of a city wall. 


Those who returned with Zerubbabel built the altar and laid the temple foundation and then became engrossed in caring for their own concerns of crops and shelter. But they did not prosper. Haggai rebuked them and urged them to complete the temple and God would bless them. Zephaniah urged them to complete the temple because it was a necessary preparation for the Messiah to come. The enemies of the Jews also opposed the building and sent a letter to the king which brought an order to stop. Further search found Cyrus order to build.

Ezra led a much smaller return of about 2000 people in 457 B.C.  They brought treasures for the temple worship. They fasted and prayed for the Lord’s protection instead of asking the king for soldiers to guard them. Ezra, the priest and scribe, had prepared his heart to seek the Law of the Lord, and to do it, and to teach statutes and ordinances in Israel (Ezra 7:10). The temple was no honor to God unless the people knew the Lord and worshipped and obeyed Him.


Do we love the Lord and endure hardship to serve Him? Or, do we live comfortably and drift along with the world? God calls us to learn from the teacher who follows Christ and trains others to follow Christ (II Tim. 2:1-2). We are to endure hardship like a good soldier and obey our Lord (II Tim. 2:3-4). As the athlete trains diligently and obeys the rules, we must equip ourselves for the opportunities the Lord will give us (II Tim. 2:5). Like the farmer who works wisely at the right time, we must work while we can and we will partake in the fruit of our labor (II Tim. 2:6). 

Let us prepare our hearts to serve the Lord and teach others His way. 
ESV Proverbs 4:23Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it flow the springs of life. 
ESV Psalm 19:14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer. 
NKJ Psalm 119:9How can a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed according to Your word. 10 With my whole heart I have sought You; Oh, let me not wander from Your commandments! 11 Your word I have hidden in my heart, That I might not sin against You! 
ESV Psalm 1:2 but his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night. 3 He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers.

EZRA THE PRIEST AND SCRIBE
BRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH
500 E. North Island Drive, Shelton, WA 98584
360-426-6352
www.bccharstine.org
September 18, 2011

YOU ARE WELCOME

Bible Classes 9:30 a.m.; Worship 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Howard Spear

153 E. Rolling Hills Dr., 426-5221

For Ezra had set his heart to study the Law of the LORD, and to do it and to teach his statutes and rules in Israel. ESV Ezra 7:10
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