Wed., 7:00 p.m. Bible study at Deffinbaugh’s home.
Sat., August 13  Picnic at Mason Lake

     
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Games, free time, swim


1:00 -- 2:00 p.m. BBQ and feast


2:00 -- 2:30 p.m. Message


2:30 – 3:00 p.m. Sing along


3:00 – 4:00 p.m. Baptisms


4:00 -- 5:00 p.m. Clean up and leave
Aug. 14 -19 Junior Camp at Panhandle Lake

Sun., Aug. 21  Missionary Speaker—Cameron Marvin with Frontiers

Dinner at Spears for those wanting to converse with Cameron.
Sat., Aug. 27, 11:00 a.m. Edna Simpson book signing at Sage Book Store


Come and share how her book has inspired you.
PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES
1. PRAY that we will TURN TO GOD.
2. PRAY for Randy Endicott—recovery from serious illness. 
3. PRAY for those in the military:  Caleb Howard, Nyree Lensch, Joshua Anderson, Nathan Keith, Alistair Borchert, Brenden Kealy and their families.
4. PRAY for campers to continue walking with Christ.
READ THE BIBLE FOR LIFE  (Week 32)
Read Habakkuk, Joel, Jeremiah 1-16
OUR CHURCH COVENANT:

This church covenant expresses our commitment to glorify God by encouraging, nourishing, correcting, and building up this local fellowship of the body of Christ.
1. I believe that Jesus Christ is my only hope of forgiveness of sin and eternal life.  


I commit myself to love and obey Jesus Christ fully by abiding in Him continually.
2. I purpose to daily meet with God in His Word and in prayer and to apply His Word to all areas of my life.  I desire to live a pure and fruitful life that pleases Jesus Christ.
3. I purpose to meet regularly with my fellow believers in the fellowship of His church, to pray for one another and to promote love and harmony in our relationships.
4. I purpose to promote true love for the Lord Jesus in any persons under my care by my example and instruction.
5. I will pray for the salvation of my loved ones and share the gospel of Christ by my life and word. 
THE WRATH OF GOD

Nahum

1. NAHUM MEANS ‘COMFORT’, ‘CONSOLATION’.


From Elkosh, perhaps in southern Judah, or Capernaum in Galilee.


He wrote before 612 B.C. when Nineveh was destroyed.

Outline: The Destruction of Nineveh is Decreed.     Chapter 1



The Destruction of Nineveh is Described.   Chapter 2



The Destruction of Nineveh is Deserved. Chapter 3

2. THE ASSYRIAN KINGDOM


It was known for arrogance, cruelty, and power


Nineveh, the capital, was well fortified by 100 foot walls and 150 ft. moat.


God showed mercy to Nineveh through Jonah’s preaching.


In 722 B.C. Sargon II of Assyria destroyed Samaria, of N. Israel.


In 701 B.C. Sennacharib king of Assyria captured many cities of Judah and nearly captured Jerusalem in the reign of Hezekiah. Isaiah 36-37; II Kings 19:1-37


Now God is against Nineveh. 2:13; 3:5


It was destroyed by the Babylonians in 612 B.C. 


The site was lost and unknown until A.D. 1842  3:11
3. THE WRATH OF GOD IS JUST JUDGMENT AGAINST SIN.


God is jealous. Nahum 1:2


The LORD avenges and is furious. 1:2


The LORD is slow to anger and great in power (Patience). 1:3


The LORD is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble, He knows those who trust in Him. Nahum 1:7
4. THE WRATH OF GOD IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

John the Baptist  Luke 3:7-9


Wrath on those who do not believe in Jesus.  John 3:36


Revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness.  Rom. 1:18


Hard heart treasures up wrath. Rom. 2:5


God is not unjust to have wrath.  Rom. 3:5-6


“having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.  Romans 5:9

“for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.  Eph. 5:6: Col. 3:6


“Jesus, who delivers us from the wrath to come.” I Thess. 1:10


We are not destined to wrath.  I Thess. 5:9

The wrath of God will terrify those who do not know God.  Rev. 6:16-17

5. OUR NEED FOR MERCY

ESV Psalm 130:3 If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand? 4 But with you there is forgiveness, that you may be feared.

NIV Habakkuk 3:2 LORD, I have heard of your fame; I stand in awe of your deeds, O LORD. Renew them in our day, in our time make them known; in wrath remember mercy.

THE WRATH OF GOD

The name, Nahum, means comfort. His prophecy that God would destroy the cruel Assyrians brought some comfort to the oppressed people of Judah. Assyria had captured Samaria and destroyed the northern kingdom of Israel. The Assyrian army had also conquered cities in Judah and surrounded Jerusalem when Hezekiah was king. Hezekiah earnestly prayed and the LORD sent an angel that destroyed the Assyrian forces. The Israelis were comforted that God was against the Assyrians.


But the people of Judah had also greatly offended the LORD by their idolatry, spiritual adultery, injustice, oppression of the poor, shallow religion, materialism and treacherous dealing. God would soon send the Babylonian army to conquer Jerusalem and take many of them captive to Babylon. God is opposed to wickedness wherever it is. He would send His wrath against His own disobedient people. Habakkuk wrestled with this. How could God use the wicked Babylonians  to discipline His people? The Babylonians were more wicked than the Israelites. Habakkuk couldn’t  comprehend all God’s ways, but he would ‘rejoice in the LORD’ and ‘joy in the God’ of his salvation ((Hab. 3:18). 

The wrath of God is His just judgment against evil and wickedness. The wrath of God abides on those who do not believe the Son (John 3:36). “The wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them” (Rom. 1:18).


Habakkuk prays ‘In wrath remember mercy’ (Hab. 3:2).  The Psalmist prayed, “If you, LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand? But there is forgiveness with You, that You may be feared’ (Psalm 130:3-4). While the righteousness of God results in His wrath against sin and unrighteousness, God is also merciful, forgiving and gracious. He can justly forgive the transgressor because the full penalty for our sin has been paid by Christ. Jesus Christ is the propitiation—the full payment for our sin (I John 2:1-2). Now all who rely upon Jesus are forgiven, reconciled to God and adopted into His family. 

See the consistency of God throughout all time. He expressed His wrath against sin and unrighteousness before Christ came. He supremely expressed His wrath against sin when Jesus suffered on the cross. He continues to be righteous and wrathful against sin. But, He is also willing to pardon and forgive all who come to Him through Jesus Christ in humility and repentance and faith. There is forgiveness with Him. Praise His holy name!


We would rather think about the love of God and not the wrath of God. But, God would not be righteous and just if He had no wrath against sin. The treason against His holy will and righteous law must be punished. It is most astounding that God has chosen to provide redemption and forgiveness for His enemies (Rom. 5:8-10). God is most glorious in His love and grace that brings us to humble ourselves, admit our guilt and offenses and receive the Lord Jesus Christ. We do not appreciate the love and grace of God until we begin to comprehend the wrath of our most Holy God against the ungodliness and unrighteousness of sinful men. Then, we will bow in humble adoration and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

BRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH
500 E. North Island Drive, Shelton, WA 98584
360-426-6352
www.bccharstine.org
August 7, 2011

YOU ARE WELCOME

Bible Classes 9:30 a.m.; Worship 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Howard Spear

153 E. Rolling Hills Dr., 426-5221

The LORD is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble; he knows those who take refuge in him. ESV Nahum 1:7
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