Wed., 7:00 p.m. Bible study at Deffinbaugh’s home.
Aug. 14 -19 Junior Camp at Panhandle Lake

Sun., Aug. 21  Missionary Speaker—Cameron Marvin with Frontiers

Dinner at Spears for those wanting to converse with Cameron.
Sat., Aug. 27, 11:00 a.m. Edna Simpson book signing at Sage Book Store


Come and share how her book has inspired you.

Sat., Aug. 27  8:30 a.m. OUTSIDE WORK DAY at the church.  Bring tools for yard work, and lots of ‘elbow grease’. 
PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES
1. PRAY that we will TURN TO GOD with all our hearts.
2. PRAY for Randy Endicott—recovery from serious illness. 
3. PRAY for those in the military:  Caleb Howard, Nyree Lensch, Joshua Anderson, Nathan Keith, Alistair Borchert, Brenden Kealy and their families.
4. PRAY for campers to continue walking with Christ.
READ THE BIBLE FOR LIFE  (Week 32)
Read Jeremiah 17-40; Psalm 74, 79;
THE NEW COVENANT
The fact that the blessings of Josiah’s revival didn’t last is no argument against times of revival and refreshing. When somebody told Billy Sunday that revivals weren’t necessary because they didn’t last, the evangelist replied, “A bath doesn’t last, but it’s good to have one occasionally.” A nation that is built on spiritual and moral principles must have frequent times of renewal or the foundations will crumble. But the New Covenant isn’t just another renewal of the Old Covenant that God gave at Sinai; it’s a covenant that’s new in every way. 

The New Covenant is inward so that God’s Law is written on the heart and not on stone tablets (2 Cor. 3; Ezek. 11:19-20; 18:31; 36:26-27). The emphasis is personal rather than national, with each person putting faith in the Lord and receiving a “new heart” and with it a new disposition toward godliness.  The Old Covenant tried to control conduct, but the New Covenant changes character so that people can love the Lord and one another and want to obey God’s will. “By the Law is the knowledge of sin” (Rom. 3:20), but under the New Covenant God promised “I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more” (Jer. 31:34). It is this covenant that the Jews will experience in the last days when they see their Messiah and repent (Zech. 12:10-13:1). The basis for the New Covenant is the work of Jesus Christ on the cross (Matt. 26:27-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20). Because the church today partakes in Israel’s spiritual riches (Rom. 11:12-32; Eph. 3:1-6), anyone who puts faith in Jesus Christ shares in this New Covenant (Heb. 8:6-13; 10:14-18). It’s an experience of regeneration, being “born again” into the family of God (John 3:1-21)  Warren Wiersbe

JEREMIAH—THE WEEPING PROPHET

1. JEREMIAH’S SORROW


He wept over the sins and suffering of God’s people.


He wept over their unrepentant and stubborn hearts.


He wept over the dishonor to God.

2. JEREMIAH’S LIFE AND TIME


Assyria had conquered the northern kingdom of Israel in 722 B.C.

Judah, the southern kingdom, had a brief reform under Josiah.


The nation continued in moral decline and spiritual adultery.


Jeremiah was a priest from Anathoth, a town about 3 miles north of Jerusalem.


God called him as a youth to be His prophet. 1:1-10 627 B.C.
3. JEREMIAH’S MESSAGE


Judah has forsaken God and is guilty of spiritual adultery.2:9-13

God will send judgment by the Babylonians. Jer. 20:4-6

God’s people must return to God, or experience judgment.


Jeremiah calls for heart repentance. 66 times Jeremiah refers to the heart.


Time for repentance will soon pass.

4. JUDAH’S RESPONSE


They thought the temple assured their safety. 7:4

No repentance  25:3


They persecuted Jeremiah—put him in prison, and a dungeon 38:6



Ebed-melech and friends rescued him.  38:7-15


He was branded as a traitor for advocating surrender to the Babylonians. 38:17

5
INVASION BY THE BABYLONIANS   39:1-8; 52:1-30


605 B.C.  Babylon conquers Jerusalem, takes captives including Daniel 


597 B.C.  Babylon again takes more captives including King Jehoiakim.


586 B.C.  Babylon conquers Jerusalem, takes treasures and captives, burns the city and temple. Lamentations describes this destruction.

6. A REMNANT FLEES TO EGYPT AND DIES THERE 42, 43

7. GOD’S PROMISE THAT A REMNANT WILL BE RESTORED


God’s plans include a future and a hope for those who seek Him. Jer. 29:11-13


God loves them with everlasting love. 31:3


God will make a New Covenant with them.  Jer. 31:31-34; Heb. 8:8-12


God will put His law in their minds and write it on their hearts.



He will be their God and they will be His people.



They shall all know the Lord. God will forgive their iniquity and sin. 31;31-34


God will rebuild Jerusalem. Jeremiah bought property.  32:9-12



Nothing is too hard for God.  32:17, 19, 27



God will gather them out of all countries and bring them back 32:36-44

ARE WE LISTENING TO GOD AS HE SPEAKS THROUGH HIS WORD AND HIS SPIRIT AND HIS FAITHFUL MESSENGERS?  ARE WE OBEYING GOD?
JEREMIAH—THE WEEPING PROPHET


Jeremiah lived in a very troubled time as Judah declined spiritually and was headed for Divine judgment by an invading army. God chose Jeremiah to be His prophet even before He was born (1:5). God called him as a youth (1:6) but Jeremiah was reluctant to be a prophet. “The Task was Demanding; The Times were Difficult; The Servant was Doubtful; The Message was Dangerous.” Wiersbe  But Jeremiah was faithful to declare God’s message of judgment and the call to repentance. The leaders and people of Judah hated Jeremiah and his message. He was imprisoned, put in stocks, put in a dungeon, put into a cistern where he sank down in the mire (and would soon have died, but he was rescued by Ebedmelech and his friends who pulled Jeremiah out of this pit). “Jeremiah is one of Scripture’s greatest examples of faithfulness and decisive action in the face of physical danger and national decay.” Wiersbe  He prophesied for 50 years.


Jeremiah used many symbolic actions to illustrate his message. He broke a pottery jar to illustrate that Judah would be broken by the invading army of Babylon. He put a loin cloth in a hole by the river. When he retrieved it, it was all moldy, illustrating the deterioration of the people of Judah. He never married because the times were so troubled.


Why didn’t the people listen to Jeremiah? His message didn’t fit their views and lifestyle. They believed they could be victorious with some help from Egypt. They believed they were safe because of the temple. God would never allow His holy temple in Jerusalem to be destroyed. They called Jeremiah a traitor because he told them to surrender to the Babylonians. 


God’s message through Jeremiah was  “12 Be appalled, O heavens, at this; be shocked, be utterly desolate, declares the LORD, 13 for my people have committed two evils: they have forsaken me, the fountain of living waters, and hewed out cisterns for themselves, broken cisterns that can hold no water.” Jer. 2:12-13  God said that these people were unfaithful to Him, adulterous. Jeremiah called them to repent and return to God in their hearts.  Sixty-six times he refers to their hearts. 


Although these people would be killed or taken captive by Babylon, God would still keep His promise to provide a Redeemer, a Branch of righteousness who would execute judgment and righteousness in the earth (Jer. 23:5; 33:15). God promised to make a new covenant. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more." This was fulfilled in Jesus Christ (Heb. 8:8-10).


Are we listening to God’s warnings today? Are we trusting in some church or religious practice to save us? Only Jesus Christ, the one Mediator between God and man, can bring us to God and give us life abundant. Do we live in close fellowship with Him, or are we busy with our own agenda? Is our focus on the LORD or on our self centered desires and plans? Let us listen to the Spirit of God teaching us through the Word of God.
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JEREMIAH IN THE STOCKS

BRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH
500 E. North Island Drive, Shelton, WA 98584
360-426-6352
www.bccharstine.org
August 14, 2011

YOU ARE WELCOME

Bible Classes 9:30 a.m.; Worship 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Howard Spear

153 E. Rolling Hills Dr., 426-5221

O land, land, land, hear the word of the LORD! ESV Jeremiah 22:29
In Fellowship With
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