Mon. 7:00 p.m.  Bible study at Ford’s home.
NO Wed., 10:00 a.m. Women’s Bible Study at the church. 

Wed., 7:00 p.m. Bible study at Deffinbaugh’s home.

Thurs., 11:00 a.m. Bible Study in Minor Prophets at the church.  
Fri., 10:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 

Sun., Dinner following church.
Sat., Oct. 15, 6:30—8:30 p.m. Carenet Pregnancy Center Silent Auction and Dessert at Shelton Presbyterian Church. Phone 427-9191 for tickets $7.50 each.

Sat., Nov. 5, 8:15 a.m. to 4:55 p.m. Iron Sharpens Iron Men’s Conf.  at Crossroads Neighborhood Church, Bremerton,  Cost $39 to $55. Register by Oct. 22

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES
1. PRAY our worship and service expresses genuine love for God.
2. PRAY for Shirley Waring –now at home, and Joe Simpson—health.
3. PRAY for Anthony O’Connor—deployed to Afghanistan. 

4. PRAY for those in the military and their families: Joshua Anderson—nephew of Tormanen’s;  Alistair Borchert, Caleb Howard, Brenden Kealy, Nathan Keith—son of Pastor Jack Keith;  Nyree Lensch—Willa’s granddaughter, Anthony O’Connor –Robert O’Connor’s grandson, Joshua Olson—son of Mike and Lynn.
5. PRAY for our nation—for info from Concerned Women for America contact Maurine Richardson 425-869-1923 or Donna Mann 426-9229.
SEPTEMBER, 2011    FINANCIAL REPORT


General Fund Contributions

$9,602


Pastor’s salary & expenses

4,798


Maintenance, electricity, phone, supplies

2,724


General Fund Balance

56,145


Building Fund Disbursements

0


Building Fund Balance

5,571

Missions Fund Disbursements



June Breithaupt (AMF)

125



Mikel and Judy Crane (AMF)

125



Leeann Deutsch (AMF

125



Ken and Sherry Ford (AMF)

325



John and Maryann Pais (AMF)

150



Jim and Linda VanVoorst (AMF)

100



Dan and Monica Brown (Frontiers)

100



Jonathan and Heidi Bamford (New Tribes Mission)
100



Duane and Nadine Howe (New Tribes Mission)

50



Jeff and Adriana Howe (New Tribes Mission)

300



Phil and Janelle Maycumber   (UIM)

100



Bible League

75



Far East Broadcasting Co.

100



Olympia Union Gospel Mission

275



Salvation Assurance Ministry (Aube)

100



Gideons International

553



Carenet Pregnancy Center

55


TOTAL MISSION DISBURSEMENTS

2,758




Missions Fund Balance
$8,959
MALACHI
Last book of the Hebrew Bible—which we call the Old Testament.

1. SITUATION IN MALACHI’S TIME  about 432 to 425 B.C.


50,000 Jews had returned. Temple and walls were rebuilt. 


Temple worship was resumed.


SPIRITUAL PROBLEMS: corrupt priests, divorce, careless worship, sorcerers, adulterers, perjurers, exploiting of wage earners, widows, fatherless, turning away aliens; doubting God—‘It is vain to serve God.  3:14


MATERIAL PROBLEMS:  poor crops, devourer (insects, disease)

2. GOD’S MESSENGER—MALACHI


He presents a series of questions to get their attention.


Lord of hosts—used 24 times (235 times in O.T.) “Lord of heavenly armies”

PROBLEMS:


Corrupt priests—despised God’s name  1:6



Offered defiled food—blind, lame, sick sacrifices. Offer this to your governor?



Better to shut the door to the temple.  1:10



God will curse their blessings, and spread refuse on their faces.

 
They corrupted the covenant God made with Levi.

Adulterous People 


Idolatry and divorce—God hates divorce.


They weep and cry and God does not hear.



God seeks godly offspring. Godly father and mother are the best teachers.

GOD’S MESSENGER will bring judgment and cleansing.


Like a refiner’s fire and like launderer’s soap  3:2-3



Root problem:  they do not fear Me.  3:5



God calls them to “Return to Me, and I will return to you.”




How to return:  Stop robbing God—bring tithes and offerings.




God promises to pour out an overflowing blessing.




God promises to rebuke the devourer.


Complaining against God: “It is vain to serve God.



They call the proud blessed.

3. FAVOR TO THOSE WHO FEAR THE LORD AND MEDITATE ON HIS NAME

 They will be listed in God’s book of remembrance.

The Sun of righteousness shall arise with healing in His wings. 



You shall go out like stall-fed calves.


Elijah will turn the hearts of the fathers to the children,


And the hearts of the children to the fathers.  RESTORED FAMILIES.

4.  LESSONS FOR US

LET US EXAMINE OUR LOVE FOR GOD AND OUR WORSHIP



Do we give God ‘leftovers’ or our best?



Do we love what God loves and hate what God hates?



Do our lives exalt the ‘LORD OF HOSTS’?



Do I think my way is better than God’s way?

Would you write a letter to:    PFC O’Connor, Anthony R.
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FOB  Shanks
MALACHI


We may be ‘disappointed with God’ because He doesn’t give us what we want. We may think God isn’t good. So what could be the problem?

The people in Malachi’s time said, 'What's the use of serving God? What have we gained by obeying his commands or by trying to show the LORD Almighty that we are sorry for our sins? “NLT Malachi 3:14 They had poor crops and meager harvests.  They thought God was failing to provide and protect them.

God sent Malachi to give them a different view—something new to consider! God said that He did love them and chose them instead of Esau, but they didn’t love Him. The priests were offering defective sacrifices which they would never give to the governor. They were violating the covenant that God made with their ancestor Levi. Their worship was offensive to God so that it would be better for someone to shut the door to the temple and leave it empty.


The people were adulterers, liars, oppressing the laborers, widows and orphans, and rejecting the homeless. They did not fear God. But God was still merciful and called to them, “Return to me and I will return to you” says the Lord of hosts. They asked, “How shall we return?” God replied, “Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But you say, 'How have we robbed you?' In your tithes and contributions. 9 You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing me, the whole nation of you. 10 Bring the full tithes into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And thereby put me to the test, says the LORD of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need. 11 I will rebuke the devourer for you, so that it will not destroy the fruits of your soil, and your vine in the field shall not fail to bear, says the LORD of hosts. ESV Malachi 3:8-11

‘Contrary to the normal biblical pattern, the people were invited to put God to the test. If they would honor him by reversing their robbery and in a show of true repentance bring what he required, he would shower them with excessive abundance, protect them from locusts (the devourer) and they would be the delight of the nations’ (John MacArthur).


Some of the people did fear God and spoke of Him. God promised to write them in a book of remembrance. The sun of righteousness would shine on them with healing in its wings. “You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall” (4:2).
When calves are released to pasture after having been confined to a small stall for an expended period, when they are turned out to a big pasture they leap and jump for joy. The picture is one of a joyful, vigorous and free life. Loving God limits us from things that are destructive and harmful, but frees us to joy and liberty in Christ. 



If life is burdensome and necessities are sparse we should consider if we are really loving and fearing God. Or, is our worship merely going through the forms and a drudgery instead of a delight. Deprivation and difficulty isn’t always caused by our own departure from God. Many godly people have suffered for their faith. Jesus lived in poverty. Paul suffered much opposition and persecution. But we should honestly ask if we are loving God wholeheartedly and giving Him our best, or just going through religious activities out of habit or custom and not truly loving God. Honest consideration will lead us to joyful restoration to our loving heavenly Father.

BRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH
500 E. North Island Drive, Shelton, WA 98584
360-426-6352
www.bccharstine.org
October 9, 2011

YOU ARE WELCOME

Bible Classes 9:30 a.m.; Worship 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Howard Spear

153 E. Rolling Hills Dr., 426-5221

"Behold, I send my messenger and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. ESV Malachi 3:1
In Fellowship With
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