TODAY 6:30 p.m. “NOT A FAN” movie. Challenging, moving.
Mon. 7:00 p.m.  Bible study at Ford’s home.
Wed., 10:00 a.m. Women’s Bible Study at the church. 

Wed., 7:00 p.m. Bible study at Deffinbaugh’s home.

Thurs., 11:00 a.m. Bible Study in Minor Prophets at the church.  
Fri., 10:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study at the church.
Nov. Snacks provided by those with last names beginning in E to J.

Nov. 13 Snack Time includes Scafe Blessing Time for the coming new baby 
(everyone included).
Sat., Nov. 5, 8:15 a.m. to 4:55 p.m. Iron Sharpens Iron Men’s Conf.  at Crossroads Neighborhood Church, Bremerton,  Cost $55. Register today.
PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES
1. PRAY we will walk in the truth.
2. PRAY for Donna Pollat—colon cancer surgery on Tues.
3. PRAY for Woods family—steady work for James.
4. PRAY for those in the military and their families: Joshua Anderson—nephew of Tormanen’s;  Alistair Borchert, Caleb Howard, Brenden Kealy, Nathan Keith—son of Pastor Jack Keith;  Nyree Lensch—Willa’s granddaughter, Anthony O’Connor –Robert O’Connor’s grandson, Joshua Olson—son of Mike and Lynn.
SOLA SCRIPTURA—(by Scripture alone)--  II Tim. 3:16-17


God’s revelation of Himself and His salvation is the Word of God.
SOLA FIDE—(by faith alone) Romans 5:1; Rom. 1:16-17


Salvation is by faith in Jesus Christ, not by our works or baptism.
SOLA GRATIA--(by grace alone)  Eph. 2:8-9


Salvation is by grace not earned.
SOLO CHRISTO—(through Christ alone)  John 14:6


Salvation is in Christ, not the church or the saints.
SOLI DEO GLORIA—(glory to God alone)—I Cor. 10:31


God is glorified when we trust and love Him.
THE GOSPEL is good news!


We are forgiven in Christ.


We are given life in Christ.


We have fellowship in Christ.


We have freedom in Christ.


We have purpose in Christ.

REFORMATION—RETURN TO TRUTH REGARDING SALVATION

William Tyndale (1494-1536) translated the Bible into English; burned 1536
John Wycliffe—followers were called Lollards

John Huss in Bohemia (Czech)  burned 1415; follower of Wycliffe

John Calvin in Geneva, Switzerland

John Knox in Scotland (1514-1572)

Huldreich Zwingli in Switzerland

Martin Luther in Germany –95 theses  Oct. 31, 1517


Opposed the selling of indulgences by John Tetzel


Translated the Bible into German
THE REFORMATION AND THE GOSPEL

THE BATTLE FOR TRUTH
WHAT IS THE SOURCE OF TRUTH?—GOD OR MAN


Major conflict:  Man as the authority, or God as the authority


“Truth is that which is consistent with the mind, will, character, glory and being of God. Even more to the point: Truth is the self-expression of God” MacArthur

THE REVELATION OF TRUTH—THE WORD OF GOD


Should we follow human tradition and reasoning or the Word of God?


A clergyman hopelessly entrenched in Roman Catholic dogma once taunted Tyndale with the statement, “We are better to be without God’s laws than the Pope’s”. Tyndale was infuriated by such Roman Catholic heresies, and he replied, “I defy the Pope and all his laws. If God spare my life ere many years, I will cause the boy that drives the plow to know more of the scriptures than you!”

John 17:17 Your Word is Truth.
FOUR ESSENTIAL AREAS
1. ORIGINS:  CREATION VS. EVOLUTION  Gen. 1:1

Evidence of design, irreducible complexity; Significance of man

Evolution—no evidence, lack of honest debate

2. PURPOSE—MEANING OF LIFE


Meaninglessness, self indulgence vs. love and serve God  I Cor. 10:31

3. SALVATION—DELIVERANCE FROM SIN AND BONDAGE


Self effort vs. Gift of God in Christ.  Rom. 6:23
4. DESTINY—HEAVEN OR HELL, 


Annihilation or reincarnation (more time)

Only eternity can provide justice, peace, fellowship, freedom. 

TODAY’S ASSAULTS ON THE TRUTH (Post-modernism)

There is no absolute truth.

Truth cannot be known.

Truth is personal.  What is true for you may not be true for me.


The Bible cannot be understood.

WHERE IS TRUTH NEEDED?


In relationships, in business, in education, in government, in the heart



Psa. 15:3

OUR RESPONSE TO TRUTH—BELIEVE AND OBEY

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD—LOVE AND TRUTH

Holy Spirit is the Spirit of truth  John 15:26


He will guide you into all truth.  John 16:13

“Everything in the Bible, in one way or another, points to the Triune God who revealed Himself to us through Christ who is our Creator, our Sustainer, our Savior, our King, our Advocate and Intercessor, our Judge, and our coming Deliverer and Friend.”   Mart DeHaan  Been Thinking About, Oct. 2011
LEARNING THE TRUTH—through the Word of God John 17:17; Psa. 119:160

Truth occurs 223 times and true occurs 80 times in the New King James Bible.

LOVING THE TRUTH—in Jesus Christ, the Word.  John 14:6; 1:1-2, 14; II Th. 2:10-12
LIVING THE TRUTH—by the Holy Spirit filling us  John 16:13; III John 1:3-4
THE BATTLE FOR TRUTH


Beginning in the Garden of Eden there is a battle for the truth. Satan is a deceiver and the father of lies. He suggested to Adam and Eve that God was not good and that He had not told them the truth.


In the early Christian church there were false teachers and deceivers. Most of the letters of the New Testament contain warnings and corrections of false doctrine. Through all of church history there have been debates about what is true with the goal of correcting false teaching. 

Under Rome, the church had many errors and false teachings. The Reformation was the effort of many bold reformers to call the church to follow New Testament teachings and practice. Luther was one of many who claimed that the Bible was the only reliable rule of faith and practice. This was in serious contradiction to the authority of the Roman Catholic Church and the pope. When Tetzel came to Germany selling indulgences to raise money to build St. Peter’s Cathedral, Luther strongly opposed this. As an invitation to debate this practice, Luther posted the 95 Theses on the door of the Wittenburg church on October 31, 1517.

Through the study of Romans Luther had come to believe in justification by faith. That is, the one who believes that Jesus Christ died on the cross in place of the sinner and fully paid the debt and receives Jesus Christ as His Savior and Lord is declared righteous before God. His salvation does not depend on the church or on his own works. This is the teaching of the Scripture (Rom. 5:1-2).

A fundamental tenet of the Reformation is that Scripture is the revealed truth of God and is our authoritative source of Truth. Church tradition and teaching is to be evaluated by the Scripture. Therefore, the Scripture should be in the language of the common man so it can be read, believed and obeyed. So Luther translated it into the common German, and Tyndale translated it into English.


The Battle for Truth continues today. Postmodernism claims that truth is unknowable. We can only pursue understanding culture, experience and the Bible. Nothing is for sure. Those who claim to know truth are arrogant and proud.


This contradicts the teaching of Scripture which is the revelation of God. God has revealed His character and ways to us so that we may know Him. Although we cannot exhaustively know God, we can know what is needed to love and obey Him. "The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things that are revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may do all the words of this law.” ESV Deuteronomy 29:29

The proper knowledge of the truth will enable us to love and trust and obey the Lord. God made us to have a living relationship with Him. We need the truth about our origin—we were created by God in His image. So we have the potential to live in fellowship with Him. Our purpose is to love, trust, and serve the Lord, to glorify Him by using our lives to do His will. Sin has spoiled God’s beautiful creation and separated us from God. Our salvation comes through faith in Jesus Christ and His finished work on the cross. He delivers us from the bondage of sin and frees us to become all that God designed us to be. Our destiny is to be forever in fellowship with our Lord in the new heaven and new earth. We will enjoy unhindered and unbroken fellowship with Him and rejoice in His love and grace through eternity. This truth refreshes and encourages us day by day.

BRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH
500 E. North Island Drive, Shelton, WA 98584
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YOU ARE WELCOME

Bible Classes 9:30 a.m.; Worship 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Howard Spear

153 E. Rolling Hills Dr., 426-5221

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work.

 ESV 2 Timothy 3:16-17
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