Mon. 7:00 p.m.  Bible study at Ford’s home.
Wed., 10:00 a.m. Women’s Bible Study at the church. 

Wed., 7:00 p.m. Bible study at Deffinbaugh’s home.

Thurs., 11:00 a.m. Bible Study in Minor Prophets at the church.  
Fri., 10:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 

Sun. Oct. 30, 6:30 p.m. “NOT A FAN” movie. Challenging, moving.
Sat., Nov. 5, 8:15 a.m. to 4:55 p.m. Iron Sharpens Iron Men’s Conf.  at Crossroads Neighborhood Church, Bremerton,  Cost $39 to $55. Register by Oct. 22

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES
1. PRAY we will grow in Christ-like character.
2. PRAY for Shirley Waring –now at home, and Joe Simpson—health.
3. PRAY for those in the military and their families: Joshua Anderson—nephew of Tormanen’s;  Alistair Borchert, Caleb Howard, Brenden Kealy, Nathan Keith—son of Pastor Jack Keith;  Nyree Lensch—Willa’s granddaughter, Anthony O’Connor –Robert O’Connor’s grandson, Joshua Olson—son of Mike and Lynn.
ESV Philippians 3:4-21 4 though I myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness, under the law blameless. 7 But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith- 10 that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 12 Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13 Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Let those of us who are mature think this way, and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal that also to you. 16 Only let us hold true to what we have attained. 17 Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to the example you have in us. 18 For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself.
THE GREATEST TEACHER

Matt. 5-7

QUALITIES OF A GREAT TEACHER


Knowledge of valuable truth.

Authority  Matt. 7:29, John 7:32, 45-53


Effectiveness—able to communicate memorably

Example—right character  John 13:13-15; Luke 6:40; Matt. 10:24-25

THE BEATITUDES

Blessed—makarios—favored of God—grace, mercy Rom. 8:28-39  
--the poor in spirit  --ptochos-  destitute, helpless


Examples:  Luke 15, Luke 7:36-50; 18:9-14; Phil. 3:6-14; I Tim. 1:15


Jesus was humble—John 5;19, 30, 6:38; 8:28; 12:49; 14:10; Phil. 2:5-11
--theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Present possession  James 2:5

Rule of God in their lives with acceptance, security, provision,

--those who mourn—grieve, sorrow


For offenses against God, for the dishonor to God’s name


For the suffering of others, for the hardness of heart


Jesus mourned over Jerusalem  Luke 19:41-44; Matt. 23:37

--they shall be comforted.  God of all comfort  II Cor. 1:3-11


By the Holy Spirit  John 14:26  by God’s promises  Psa. 94:19
--the meek—submissive to God, strength under control


Like a well trained horse.


Jesus was submissive to His Father.  John 12:49; 14:10: Luke 22:42


Moses was meek.  Num. 12:3

--they shall inherit the earth  Psa. 37:11


Be protected and supplied

--those who hunger and thirst for righteousness


Psa. 42:1-2; 63:1-2

Jesus loved righteousness  Psa. 45:7;  Heb. 1:8-9
--they shall be filled, satisfied   II Cor. 5:21
--the merciful—compassionate, forgiving


Jesus was merciful to all who suffered and to sinners
--they shall receive mercy.  Matt. 6:14-15; 18:35; 

--the pure in heart—thoughts, desires, motives, attitude controlled by Christ.


Matt. 5:20-21; 5:27-28; Psa. 51:10; Titus 1:15; I Peter 1:22;

Meditate on the seven “I am’s” of Jesus in John, or the seven words on the cross.

--for they shall see God.   Heb. 12:14:  I John 3:2-3

--the peacemakers—Jesus is the greatest peacemaker  Eph. 2;14-22;  John 14:27; 16:33
--for they shall be called the sons of God.  With a character like God
--those who are persecuted for righteousness sake. Blessed are you when they revile you and persecute you and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. Rejoice and be exceedingly glad.
--for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Present possession of acceptance, security, purpose, provision.
Which qualities do you need to grow in?  What will you do about it?

THE GREATEST TEACHER

Jesus came to teach us and to be an example of what God wants us to be. The Sermon on the Mount in Matt. 5-7 is some of his great teaching. The Beatitudes describe the character that God will bless. Jesus is the perfect example of this character.

--POOR IN SPIRIT  We are spiritually bankrupt, utterly destitute of spiritual life and righteousness until we come to Christ. Jesus had no sin, but he fully depended on His Father. He was the most humble person who ever lived on this earth.

--MOURN   We should be sorrowful and repentant of our offenses against God. We should also mourn for the dishonor to God’s name and reputation. We should sorrow for the suffering and grief that others experience because of sin. Jesus mourned over Jerusalem because they did not repent and turn to God.
--MEEK  Meekness is strength under control like a well trained horse. Jesus was completely submissive to His Father. He prayed, “Not my will be done, but Your will.” We are to be submissive to our Father
--HUNGER AND THIRST FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS  Jesus perfectly loved righteousness and hated evil (Heb. 1:9). He is our righteousness (II Cor. 5:21). We are righteous only in Him.
--MERCIFUL Jesus was merciful. He prayed “Father, forgive them for they do not know what they are doing.” He was compassionate to the sick, those in bondage and to the outcasts and sinners. We are to be forgiving and compassionate.
--PURE IN HEART.  Jesus was pure in heart. He pleased His Father. We need to have our thoughts, motives, desires, and attitudes controlled by Christ. “To the pure all things are pure” (Titus 1:15). “Create in me a clean heart.” (Psa. 51:10). Jesus applies the Ten Commandments to our hearts (Matt. 5:21-22, 27-28).
--PEACEMAKER  Jesus was the greatest peacemaker. He came to make peace between us and God. He paid the price to atone for our sin. He calls us to be peacemakers by bringing others to trust in God and by bringing reconciliation and forgiveness where there is hatred and hostility.

--PERSECUTED FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS  Jesus suffered for righteousness. He was falsely accused, slandered, maliciously attacked and crucified. He was totally innocent, but he took the punishment for our offenses. ESV 2 Timothy 3:12 Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted,  Let us not compromise our faith to avoid criticism and opposition.
--FOR MY SAKE  This gives the motivation for this life and character. We are not serving self or seeking to deserve God’s love and blessing. We desire Jesus to be honored, to receive the credit, to be worshipped. 
BLESSED means favored by God. The greatest favor God gives is Himself. He loves us and delights that we love Him. His great commandment is that we love Him with all our heart. He satisfies our hearts. He accepts us, provides for us, protects us in His kingdom. He rules in our hearts for our good. He comforts our sorrows. He forgives our offenses. He calls us His children. What will you do to become more like Jesus?

JESUS TEACHING THE DISCIPLES
BRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH
500 E. North Island Drive, Shelton, WA 98584
360-426-6352
www.bccharstine.org
October 23, 2011

YOU ARE WELCOME

Bible Classes 9:30 a.m.; Worship 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Howard Spear

153 E. Rolling Hills Dr., 426-5221

A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone when he is fully trained will be like his teacher. ESV Luke 6:40
In Fellowship With
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