Tues., 7:00 p.m.  Missions Meeting with Bob Barnes
Wed., 10:00 a.m. Bible study for ladies enrolled in “After God’s Heart”  
Wed., 7:00 p.m. How People Change at Deffinbaugh’s home, 1510 Spencer Lk. Rd


Fri., 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. Youth Night  at the church.

Sat., 10:00—noon -- PRAYER at the church.
PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES
1. PRAY that we will love God for who He is and trust Him in trouble.
2. PRAY for those in the military:  Caleb Howard, Nyree Rinkevich, Joshua Anderson, Nathan Keith, Alistair Borchert and their families.
3. PRAY for Mary Faust, ill from cancer.
4. PRAY for the needy in our community to have food, clothes, shelter. 

JOB BLESSES GOD
ESV Job 1:21 And he said, "Naked I came from my mother's womb, and naked shall I return. The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD."

JOB IS CONFIDENT OF RESURRECTION

ESV Job 19:25 For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last he will stand upon the earth. 26 And after my skin has been thus destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall see God, 27 whom I shall see for myself, and my eyes shall behold, and not another. My heart faints within me! 

WISDOM

ESV Job 28:28 And he said to man, 'Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom, and to turn away from evil is understanding.'"

GOD QUESTONS JOB

ESV Job 40:2 "Shall a faultfinder contend with the Almighty? He who argues with God, let him answer it."

ESV Job 40:8 Will you even put me in the wrong? Will you condemn me that you may be in the right?
JOB HUMBLES HIMSELF BEFORE GOD

ESV Job 42:2 "I know that you can do all things, and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted.

ESV Job 42:5 I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear, but now my eye sees you; 6 therefore I despise myself, and repent in dust and ashes."
TRUSTING GOD IN TROUBLE
Job 

I. JOB’S DILEMMA


Job lived at the time of the patriarchs.


His blameless character—upright, feared God, hated evil, prayed


Satan’s accusations and assaults. God’s permission

II. JOB’S DEBATES


Three friends: Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar


Their accusations: You must have sinned, you must repent


Job is disgusted, distressed, depressed, and despairing.


Job trusts a living Redeemer. 19:25-27


Job observes that man cannot discover wisdom. 28


The fear of the Lord, that is wisdom, and to depart from evil is understanding. 28:28


Elihu—continues the debate

III. JOB’S DELIVERANCE

God asks Job, “Were you there when I created the earth?”


God questions Job about creation, earth, sea, morning, springs of the sea, light, hail, snow, stars, lightening, and about animals: lion, raven, goats, donkey, onager, wild ox, ostrich, horse, hawk, eagle.


Then He asks Job about behemoth and leviathan.


God questions Job, but doesn’t answer Job’s questions.


Job repents.


God restored Job’s losses when he prayed for his friends.

God gave Job twice what he lost.

IV. DO WE TRUST GOD?


Everyone experiences losses, assaults, failure, burdens, fear


Trust is relying on the LORD when we don’t know all He is doing.

He knows the way I take. When He has tried me, I shall come forth as gold.  23:10
Gold is valuable, durable, beautiful, malleable, ductile, does not tarnish, fungible
To understand the full impact of the book of Job the book must be read and understood as a whole. In fact, some scholars believe that Job requires and understanding of the book as a whole more than any other book of the Old Testament. Whole chapters of the book are devoted to speeches by Job’s counselors. Then Job rejects their claims and advice. One can be left wondering what is safe to believe in any given chapter or verse of the book. Not all that Job’s "friends" said was wrong, though some was. To understand the "message" of the book the whole book must be read and understood. Yet, each chapter and section contains important and true perspectives on life though they must be carefully evaluated. In that regard Job is quite representative of the Wisdom Literature.´  Roger Hahn
TRUSTING GOD IN TROUBLE
Job


Job is an ancient book, possibly the oldest in the Bible, but the subject is relevant today. Can we trust God? Job experienced great losses and suffering. He was the object of Satan’s attacks. He lost his property, his children and his health and most of his friends. These losses overwhelmed him. His wife urged him to ‘curse God and die’ but Job did not sin.


Three friends came to ‘comfort’ him. Their best comfort was when they sat silent for seven days. Then begins three cycles of debates with Job. They tell Job that although he seems to be righteous there must be serious sin which has brought this trouble. They believe the common idea that God’s blessing bring prosperity and good health. Job protests his innocence.


Job curses the day of his birth. He wishes he had never been born. He recognizes God’s great creative power (9:4-13).  He longs to have an audience with God, but God seems far away. He wishes some mediator could bring God and him together (9:33). 

He calls his friends ‘miserable comforters. He is disgusted, distressed, depressed and in despair. He claims, “I have not departed from the commandment of his lips; I have treasured the words of his mouth more than my portion of food.”  ESV Job 23:12 He acknowledges that man cannot discover wisdom without God. ‘The fear of the LORD, that is wisdom and to depart from evil is understanding (28:28).


God answered Job out of the storm. He didn’t answer Job’s questions. He questioned Job about the creation and many animals. Since God designed and created all this marvelous creation, He is wise enough to care for His children. God is also able to humble the proud and tread down the wicked (40:11-13). God tells Job to look at the behemoth. The description of this animal doesn’t match any presently existing animals, but is like some dinosaurs. God also asks Job if the can control Leviathan. This animal is fierce and protected by scales, with fire flashing out of his mouth. No present animals are like this, but there are many tales of fire breathing dragons. 

As Job gets a clearer picture of God, he says, “I have heard of You by the hearing of the ear, but now my eye sees You. Therefore I abhor myself and repent in dust and ashes” (42:5-6). The more clearly Job saw God, the less he focused on his troubles. Then God directed Job to pray for his friends. The LORD restored Job’s losses when he prayed for his friends (42:10).


Do we trust God all the time? We all experience losses, assaults, failure, burdens and fear. Can we trust God all the time? We trust the pilot, air traffic controller, and mechanics and others when we fly. We trust the doctor in surgery, the mechanic with our car. God is infinitely wise and totally capable of accomplishing His loving purpose in our lives. We begin to trust Him by receiving Christ as our Redeemer. We grow in our trust as we read and meditate on His word each day and apply it to our lives. We learn to trust the LORD in the trials we experience each day. We learn to love and enjoy Him as we trust Him. 
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