OBEYING JESUS 

OBEDIENCE is essential to fellowship with God. By disobedience Adam and 
Eve lost Paradise. Because of disobedience the Israelites wandered in the desert 
40 years until the older generation died. By disobedience King Saul lost his 
kingdom. Because of disobedience Israel and Judah were given into captivity. 
Our own disobedience to God separates us from fellowship with God. 

Jesus lived a life of complete obedience to His heavenly Father. ESV John 
6:38 "For I have comedown from heaven, not to do ITIY-0wn will but the will 
of him who sent me." He was obedient in all things. He studied and meditated 
on the Word of God and met with His Father in prayer daily. He was 'obedient 
to the point of death, even the death of the Cross.' Phil. 2:8. 

Disciples ofJesus obey Him. ESV John 15:14 You are my friends if you do 
what I command ls0u. ESV John 14:15 "If you love me, you will keep my 
commandments. sv John 14:21, 23 Whoever has my commandments and 
keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my 
Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him." "If anyone loves me, 
he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him 
and make our home with him. A disciple is motivated by wholehearted love for 
Jesus. Our failure to obey reveals a lack oflove for Jesus. (John 14:24) Failure 
to trust Jesus, love of the world, the deceitfulness of sin, and spiritual 
impotence add to the problem. 

Everyone who comes to Christ as His Lord and Savior receives a new 
heart and new spirit (Ezek. 36:26-27, II Cor. 5: 17). The believer in Christ is 
given new desires to please Christ and new strength to do His will. The believer 
must regard himself dead to the old life and yield himself to Christ. ESV 
Galatians 2:20 "I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, 
but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in 
the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me." 

Keeping His commandments is evidence that we know Jesus Christ. 

ESV 1 John 2:3-6 And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we 
keep his commandments. 4 Whoever says "I know him" but does not keep his 
commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him, 5 but whoever keeps his 
word, in him truly the love of God is perfected. By this we may be sure that we 
are in him: 6 whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in 
which he walked. 

Love for Christ will cause us to treasure His commands, ponder them 
and yield ourselves to do them. Of ourselves we are unable to obey. We must 
be filled with the Spirit who will empower us. It is Christ in us who will obey 
His commands. 

As Jesus studied and meditated on the Word of God, the obedient 
Christian will build the Word of God into his life so that he knows and 
treasures God's commandments. 
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A Waterfall at En Gedi near the Dead Sea 

BRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH 

Meeting at Harstine Community Hall 
February 22, 2009 

YOU ARE WELCOME 

www.bccharstine.org 
Pastor Howard Spear 
153 E. Rolling Hills Dr., -426-5221 

"Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who 
loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, 
and I will love him and manifest myselfto him." ESV John 
14:21 

In Fellowship with American Missionary Fellowship

TODAY 5:30 p.m, Robert Rogers at Shelton High Mini-dome 
Mon., 7:00 p.m. Men's Leadership group at Harlan Tormanen's home 
Tues., 10:00 am Missions committee mtg. at Spear's home 

Tues. 7:00 p.m, Bible Study at Ken and Sherry Ford's home, 1350 E. Jared Rd. 

Study John 12. 

Wed., 7:00 p.m. Bible Study at Dan and Deb Deffinbaugh's home, 1510 
Spencer Lake Rd., Study Romans 7:14-25 

Fri, 1:15 p.m. Women's Bible Study at Randi Delany's home. Prepare Lesson 2. 
Sat., March 7, 9:00 a.m. UNITE IN PRAYER for unsaved loved ones. 

Place needed: 

----- 


Sat., March 14,7:00 a.m. Men's Fellowship at 
(place needed). 

Continuing study: Battling the Unbelief of Bitterness/Anger. 

Thurs., March 26, 7:00 p.m., Christ in the Passover, presented by Dr. Rich 
Robinson, Senior Researcher for Jews for Jesus in San Francisco. At Harstine 
Hall. Bring friends. 

Sun., April 12, EASTER- 

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES 

1. PRAY FOR Christians to pray and work together for God's honor. 

2. PRAISE: Sheetrock is being installed! 

3. PRA Y we will be growing disciples, becoming like Christ. 

4. PRAY FOR MEN AND WOMEN in the county jail and W.C.C. to come to 
Christ and grow in godly character. Pray for Erica, Bambi, Nick, and Marian. 
5. PRAY FOR MEN AND WOMEN IN THE MILITARY: Evie Foist, 
Philip Howard, Nyree Rickonovich, Joshua Anderson and their families. 

5. PRAY FOR MISSIONARIES: Duane and Nadine Howe in Brazil. 

6. PRAY FOR The Bible League Since 1938, believers trained by Bible League 
have placed more than 730 million Scriptures worldwide. They currently partner with 
churches in more than 60 countries. Bible League provides Bibles, Bible study material, 
and training in evangelism, discipleship, and church planting to local churches 
worldwide. When people complete a Bible study, they gratefully receive their Bible. 
Faith builds, churches grow and people are fired up for Jesus. The Lord receives the 
glory! 

8. PRAY FOR TESS SMITH, a friend of Willa Smith, who is still in a lockdown 
institution. Pray for the right attorney to help her. 

9. PRAY for youth mission trip plans. 

In Feb. and Mar. FOR A PRAYER CHAIN REQUEST PHONE 
Kathy F. 427-2546 or Doris 426-5221 

A NEW PLAN ABOUT SNACKS: So that the responsibility of bringing of snacks 
for after church is shared by many: Those with last names beginning with A to 
D bring snacks in March, E to J in May; L to M in July; N to 5 in Sept; and T to 
Z in Nov. Sheets with this information are on the table at the back for you. 

Wells Fargo will donate $300 to the faith-based or non-profit 
organization of your choice if you close a home purchase or refinance 
loan with them. Phone 426-8756 or www.wfhm.com/brenda-
thornbrue



A LIFE OF COMPLETE OBEDIENCE 

John 14:21-23 

1. REWARDS OF OBEDIENCE 21,23 

My Father will love whoever keeps My commandments 
Jesus will love the one who keeps His commandments. 

Jesus will reveal Himself to the one who keeps His commandments. 
Jesus and His Father will make their home with the obedient person. 

2. REASONS FOR DISOBEDIENCE 
Lack of love for Jesus 14:24 

Lukewarm or cold spiritually-ignoring Jesus. Rev. 3:14-20 
Ignorance, deceitfulness of sin, neglect, drifting, self will 
Impotence-no strength 

Unbelief-lack of trust in Jesus to keep His word 

Worldliness-love of the world, dominance of the flesh, I John 2: 15-17 
Not Spirit-filled 

3. JESUS' COMMANDS 

REPENT Matt. 4: 17 

Be converted-have a change of mind that produces a changed life. 
Be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Rom. 12:2 

"The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul." Psa. 19:7 
Bring the word of God into your life as a light. Psa. 119: 105 

Learn from the examples in Scripture. I Sam. 15:22-23 

FOLLOW ME 

My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. ESV 
John 10:27 

And he said to all, "If anyone would come after me, let him deny 
himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. ESV Luke 9:23 

'Christ surrendered complete control of His life to God.' Andrew Murray 
'Remember this one condition. It is not in the strength of your own 
resolve or effort, but the teaching, grace, and power of the Holy Spirit, 
that brings the blessing of obedience. Christ the obedient One, living in 
you, will secure your obedience. Obedience will be to you a life of love 
and joy in His fellowship. Andrew Murray, The Blessing of Obedience, p.95 

REJOICE Matt. 5:12 

Rejoice when you are reviled and persecuted and evil spoken of. 
Rejoice in the Lord, always. Again, I say, 'Rejoice.' Phil. 4:4 
COME TO ME Matt. 11 :28-30 John 6:35 

Take My yoke upon you 

Learn from Me 
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