Dinner following church today.
Mon.,  7:00 p.m.  Bible Study at Ken Ford’s home
Tues., 9:00 a.m.  Bible Study at church

Wed., 10:00 a.m.  Ladies Bible Study at church 
Wed., 7:00 p.m.  Youth at church

Wed., 7:00 p.m. Bible study at Deffinbaugh’s home

Fri., 10:00 a.m.  Men’s Bible study at church.
Fri., 6:30 p.m. Love INC Soup and Sing at Presbyterian Church.
Sat., 10:00 a.m. to noon  PRAYER at the church.
Sat., 8:30 am to noon  Work Day at the church (snack at 8:30) Need 6 men to work on front irrigation system. See Don or Gordon for more information.

Sun., March 4, 10:30 a.m.  John Martin, candidate for Associate Pastor is scheduled to speak in church. Dinner following church. Bring sandwiches and salads. Opportunity to talk with John and his wife, Cindy, in the afternoon.
Sun. Mar. 25, opportunity to renew your wedding vows.

TO REQUEST PRAYER on the phone/email prayer chain—phone Patti Kempton 426-9587

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES:

1. PRAY that our hearts will be transformed by Christ.

2. PRAY that loved ones will come to Christ and follow Him closely.
3. PRAY for those with health needs: Donna Pollat, Evelyn Valley, Nathaniel Burke, Lena Tober, and others. Pray for their families also.

4. PRAY for those in the military and their families: Alistair Borchert,  Caleb Howard, Brenden Kealy, Nathan Keith—son of Pastor Jack Keith, Nyree Lensch—granddaughter of Willa Smith, Anthony O’Connor—grandson of Robert O’Connor, Joshua Olson—son of Mike and Lynn Olson.

5. PRAY for those needing more provision/employment: Jay and Juleene Jenkins,  Jared and Cassie Ford, others
6. PRAY for Mason County Christian School—seeking an administrator.

7. PRAY for God’s direction in search for Associate Pastor.

8. PRAY that we will each encourage others to follow Christ.

Would you send a 50th anniversary card  (March 10) to:

  Duane and Nadine Howe
  1201 Sunburst St.,
  Twin Falls, ID 83301-3153
Or bring it to the church and we will mail several together.
TRANSFORMED BY JESUS

Acts 9

1. SAUL PERSECUTES JESUS


Saul was an Israelite, Benjamite, Pharisee, blameless law keeper.  (Phil. 3:5-6)


He was avidly persecuting those who followed Jesus. (I Tim. 1:15-16)

He was searching for Christians in Damascus, breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord (9:1).

2. JESUS INTERCEPTS SAUL ON THE DAMASCUS ROAD.


A light brighter than the midday sun shone upon him (Acts 26:13).

A voice spoke to him: ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me? (9:4).


Those with him heard a voice, but saw no one (9:7).



Acts 22:9 says they did not hear the voice of Him who spoke to me.


(They heard a voice speaking, but didn’t make out the words.)

Saul was instructed to enter Damascus and he would be told what to do.



He was blinded and led by the hand into the city. He was blind 3 days.

Saul had been doing what he wanted. Now he was to do what Jesus wanted.

3. ANANIAS OBEYS THE LORD AND HELPS SAUL


God communicated with Ananias by a vision.


Ananias objects because he knows of Saul, but obeys the Lord.


Ananias calls him ‘Brother Saul’.


Saul’s sight is restored, and he is filled with the Spirit and baptized.
4. SAUL’S LIFE IS TRANSFORMED


He preached Christ in the synagogues. He gave public testimony.


He spoke of Christ for many days (9:23). The Jews plotted to kill him (9:23).



He escaped by being lowered from the wall in a basket (9:25; II Cor. 11:32-33)

5. SAUL GOES TO  JERUSALAEM.


The disciples are afraid of him.


Barnabas vouches for him.


He preaches boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus. 


The Hellenists attempt to kill him.


He is sent to Caesarea and Tarsus. The churches had peace and multiplied.

6. EVERY FOLLOWER OF JESUS IS TRANSFORMED

New life—Christ in you.  Col. 1:27;  II Cor. 5:17


New purpose—to glorify God.  I Cor. 10:31; I Cor. 1:9

New power—indwelt by the Holy Spirit.  Rom. 8:11; John 16:13


New family—a child of God.  John 1:12


New destiny—with Christ.  John 14:1-6

New character—fruit of the Spirit.  Gal. 5:22-23; Matt. 7:16-20; 12:34-37


New desires—to please God and do His will.  Psa. 40:8


Saul (Hebrew name) became Paul (Roman name).



He was used by God to take the gospel to the nations.



He wrote 13 of the New Testament books.



He suffered much persecution for following Christ.



He testified before kings and the children of Israel.

7. GOD USED STEPHEN, ANANIAS, AND BARNABAS TO HELP SAUL


How are you helping another person come to Christ and follow Christ?



TRANSFORMED BY JESUS

Acts 9


Saul believed the Christians were evil heretics that should be stamped out immediately. He believed Jesus was an impostor. He did all he could to destroy the Christians. After he persecuted those in Jerusalem, he received authority from the high priest to arrest Christians in Damascus and bring them to Jerusalem for trial and possible execution.

The 140 mile trip to Damascus would take about a week. As Saul neared Damascus Jesus intercepted him by blinding him with a light brighter than the sun. He told Saul to go into Damascus and he would be told what to do. Saul had been doing what he wanted. Now he was willing to do what Jesus told him to do. This was a great transformation. Every true follower of Christ desires to do what Christ wants him to do.


Jesus appeared to Ananias, one of the Christians in Damascus, and told him to go to Straight Street, to Judas’ house, and inquire for Saul. Ananias was very reluctant, because he had heard of Saul’s violent persecution of the believers. He did go, as Jesus instructed. He said, “Brother Saul.” He believed Jesus had changed Saul’s heart. Saul received his sight and was baptized. 

Saul immediately preached in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. He went to the place where he was known for his hatred of Jesus and told that he believed in Jesus now. His life was greatly transformed. It was obvious to everyone. When we meet Jesus our life is transformed. We have a new life, new purpose, new strength, and new destiny. God doesn’t want us to be ‘secret service’ Christians, hiding our love for Christ. 

Saul soon experienced the persecution that he had been intending to give to the Christians in Damascus. His message was very persuasive as he proved from the Scripture that Jesus is the Messiah. The Jews plotted to kill him. They watched the gates of Damascus day and night to kill him. The disciples let him down through the wall in a large basket (II Cor. 11:32-33).


When he sought to join the disciples in Jerusalem, they were all afraid of him, suspecting a trap. Barnabas told them how Saul had seen the Lord, believed in Him, and preached boldly in Damascus. In Jerusalem, Saul spoke boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus and the Jews attempted to kill him. He was taken to Caesarea and sent to his home town of Tarsus.


Stephen, Ananias, and Barnabas all had an important part in Saul coming to Jesus and becoming a committed follower of Jesus. Who have you helped come to love and follow Jesus? We each can be an encourager as Barnabas was.

How has your life been transformed by Jesus? Anyone who is following Jesus will be like Him “whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which he walked.” ESV 1 John 2: 6   “A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone when he is fully trained will be like his teacher.”.  ESV Luke 6:40

It is a great privilege to be in God’s family. He wants every one of us to love Him and do His will. We honor our heavenly Father as we love those near us. We can be an encourager like Barnabas (son of encouragement) and help another to be welcomed into the Christian fellowship and grow in Christ.

SAUL FELL TO THE GROUND
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Bible Classes 9:30 a.m.; Worship 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Howard Spear
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But the Lord said to [Ananias], "Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. 16 For I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name." ESV Acts 9:15-16
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