BRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH

Meeting at Harstine Community Hall

February 1, 2009

YOU ARE WELCOME

www.becharstine.org
Pastor Howard Spear

153 E. Rolling Hills Dr., 426-5221

“And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.” Esv Colossians 3:17

In Fellowship With American Missionary Fellowship

Next week: The Church of Christ should unite in prayer. Acts 1:14; 2:42; 4:24-31; 13:1-3; Matt. 18:19-20; Eph. 6:18;I Thess. 5:17; II Cor. 1:8-11; Rom. 15:30-32

ANNOUNCEMENTS

· Tues. 7:00 p.m. Bible Study at Ken and Sherry Ford's home, 1350 E. Jared Rd. Study John 10

· Wed., 7:00 p.m. Bible Study at Dan and Deb Deffinbaugh's home, 1510 Spencer Lake Rd., Study Romans 6:15-23, How To Be Freed From Sin. 

· Sat., 8:30 a.m. Muffins, coffee and tea at David and Sandy Bamford's home 9:00 to Noon Prayer for unsaved loved ones at Bamford's home. 

· Sat., Feb. 14, 7:00 a.m. Men's Fellowship at Thiessen's home.

· Sun., Feb. 22, 5:00 p.m. Robert Rogers at Shelton High Mini-dome, "Live a Life of No Regrets"

· Sun., April 12, EASTER—Help needed to organize and provide dinner.

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES

1. PRAY FOR GOD'S MERCY ON OUR COUNTRY.

2. PRAISE FOR PROGRESS ON OUR CHURCH BUILDING.

3. PRAY FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH AND LOVE FOR CHRIST and one another.

4. PRAY FOR MEN AND WOMEN in the county jail and W.C.C. to come to Christ and grow in godly character. Pray for Lindsay and Bambi.

5. PRAY FOR MEN AND WOMEN IN THE MILITARY: Evie Foist, Philip Howard, Nyree Rickonovich, Joshua Anderson and their families.

6. PRAY FOR MISSIONARIES: Jeff and Adriana Howe with Culina tribe.

7. PRAY FOR Frontiers, working in Muslim countries.

8. PRAY FOR TESS SMITH, a friend of Willa Smith, who has seen an attorney and has hope of release from a lockdown institution.

9. PRAY for youth mission trip plans.

SERMON OUTLINE:  THE PURPOSE OF THE CHURCH

Colossians 3:1-17

1. THE PURPOSE OF THE CHURCH IS TO HONOR JESUS CHRIST. Jesus Christ—image of the invisible God, Col. 1:15

Firstborn over all creation 1:15

Creator and sustainer of all things 1:16

Head of the body, the church 1:18

Firstborn from the dead 1:18

Reconciler of all things to Himself 1:20

2. OUR NEW IDENTITY IN JESUS CHRIST

Formerly—alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works dead in trespasses and sins 2:13

IN CHRIST --made alive 2:13

Died with Christ from the basic principles of the world

Died to living your own life 2:20

RAISED WITH CHRIST 3:1

Seeking those things which are above. 3:1-4

3. PROPER CHRISTIAN ATTIRE

PUT TO DEATH: fornication uncleanness, passion, evil desire, covetousness 3:5

PUT OFF THE OLD MAN WITH HIS DEEDS: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language, lying 3:8

PUT ON THE NEW MAN WHO IS RENEWED IN KNOWLEDGE 

Tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering, bearing with one another, forgiving one another, above all these things put on love, let the peace of God rule in your hearts, let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another, in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 3:12-16

WHATEVER YOU DO IN WORD OR DEED, DO ALL IN THE NAME OF THE LORD JESUS, GIVING THANKS TO GOD THE FATHER THOUGH HIM. 3:17

Is your purpose in life to experience and display the reality of Jesus Christ?

Have fervent love for one another

Use your gifts to serve one another

That in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. I Peter 4:7-11 

Many members with different functions. Rom. 12:1-8

WHAT IS YOUR PURPOSE FOR LIVING?

We all want to participate in something real and lasting. What from this earth will be taken into eternity? The church—the body of Christ, and the Word.

What is God's purpose for the church—the body of Christ? It is to express the character of Christ, the Head, just as our physical bodies express our character. To express the character of Christ we must become like Christ in our whole person. Only the Spirit of Christ filling us can produce in us the life of Christ. Jesus Christ is not visible here on earth today, but He becomes visible to others when they see Christ in us. Let us pray that God will make us:

Loving as Christ loves,

Pure as Christ is pure,

Obedient as Christ is obedient to His Father's will,

Forgiving as Christ is forgiving,

Humble as Christ was humble on earth,

Persevering as Christ persevered,

Courageous as Christ was courageous,

Giving as Christ gave Himself for us,

Faithful as Christ was faithful.

Holy as Christ is holy.

Colossians 3 tells us to put off the old man with his deeds and `put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him.'

The church is to do the will of Christ, just as our bodies do our will when they function properly. When we abide in Christ, drawing life and strength from Him we are able to do His will. We begin our life in Christ by believing in Him. That includes knowing who He is, learning what He came to do and trusting Him to do in us what He promised to do—to give us spiritual life, and to complete the transforming work that He has begun in us (Phil. 1:6). We grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ by meditating on His word, living in fellowship with other members of the body of Christ, learning to serve others and be served by them, and by obeying the commands

of Christ. ESV John 15:10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love.

"Love one another" is Jesus' most prominent command. ESV John

15:12 "This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. We should ask God to show us opportunities to express His love, and the enabling grace to do that.

The Christ-like person will be joyful. ESV John 15:11 These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that

your joy may be full. God is the source of true joy. It is overflowing joy that brightens the lives of those around us. Let us ask God to fill us with His joy and peace in Christ.

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO YOU

You are writing a gospel, a chapter each day,
By deeds that you do, by words that you say.
Men read what you write, whether faithless or true.
Say, what is the gospel according to you?

Men read and admire the gospel of Christ,
With its love so unfailing and true;
But what do they say, and what do they think
Of the gospel according to you?

'Tis a wonderful story, that gospel of love,
As it shines in the Christ-life divine,
And oh, that its truth might be told again
In the story of your life and mine!

WOULD YOU WRITE A LETTER TO:

· Bambi Boren, P. O. Box 519, Shelton, WA 98584

· This young woman welcomes friendship and encouragement in learning to follow Jesus.

· Amy Neatrour, 911 E. Urbandale Dr., Suite 581, Moberly, MO 65270

· Amy is in Central Christian College of the Bible, majoring in missions. She would like to hear from you.

