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The Epitaph

While waiting in a cemetery to conduct a funeral service, Charles Simeon walked among the graves, looking at the epitaphs. He found one that arrested him.

When ftom the dust of death I rise, To claim my mansion in the skies, E'en then shall this be all my plea-​"Jesus hath lived and died for me."

He was so impressed with that gospel message that he looked for someone in the cemetery with whom he might share it. He saw a young woman, obviously distressed, and called her over to read the epitaph. He took her address and visited her the next day. The home was a scene of poverty and squalor. The woman's old mother was dying of asthma, and two little children, very dirty, were trying to warm themselves by a small fire. Simeon prayed with the family, visited them again, and found assistance for them.

Later, the young woman told Simeon that she had been in the cemetery five hours and was contemplating suicide when he called her to read the epitaph. Because of his concern she trusted Christ and the family situation was changed.

WyclifJe Handbook of Preaching & Preachers, W. Wiersbe, p. 217

The Pianist

An elderly widow, restricted in her activities, was eager to serve Christ. After praying about this, she realized that she could bring blessing to others by playing the piano. The next day she placed this small ad in the Oakland Tribune: "Pianist will play hymns by phone daily for those who are sick and despondent--the service is ftee." The notice included the number to dial. When people called, she would ask, "What hymn would you like to hear?" Within a few months her playing had brought cheer to several hundred people. Many of them fteely poured out their hearts to her, and she was able to help and encourage them.

Source unknown
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I used to ask God if He would come and help me. Then I asked if I could come and help Him. Finally I ended by asking God to do His own work through me. - J. Hudson Taylor
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BRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH

meeting at

Harstine Community Hall

Sunday, December 9, 2007 10:30 a.m.

YOU ARE WELCOME

Pastor Howard Spear Residence: 153 E. Rolling Hills Drive, Shelton, W A 98584-8519 Phone: 360-426-5221

"I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. EsvRomans 12:1-2

Wed., 7:00 p.m. A Rebel's Guide to Joy, at Dan and Deb Deffinbaugh's home, 1510 Spencer Lake Road. Read Philippians I.

The department of Emergency Management for Mason County is asking for help in distributing donated items to flood victims. Go to the Mason County Fair grounds any day next week between 8am and 5pm to offer your help. "m told they will put you to work.

Sun., Dec. 16, 5:00 p.m. Dinner and Carol Sing at Harstine Hall.

Fri., Dec. 21, 6:00 p.m. Christmas Pageant at Alpine Way. Can you help prepare at 5:30 p.m.?

NEW Telephone Prayer Chain sheet available.

To Request Prayer, first phone Lori Wood (426-3810), if unable to reach her, phone Betty McClain (426-2912); if unable to reach her, phone Doris (426-5221).

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES

I. PRAY FOR progress on our church building and for wisdom for the building

committee and elders. Praise for grading permit approved.

2. PRAY FOR spiritual growth and love for Christ and for one another.

3. PRAY FOR Campus Life Club at Pioneer School on Thurs. after school.

Pray that these youth will come to know Christ.

4. PRAY FOR men and women in the county jail to come to Christ.

5. PRAY FOR Evie Foist in Iraq, and her brother, Gabe Foist, in Afghanistan. 6. PRAY FOR Philip Howard in the Marines.

7. PRAY FOR Don and Vi Burrows-. Surgery scheduled for Don, Dec. 10

NOVEMBER 2007 FINANCIAL REPORT

General Fund Contributions

Regular disbursements

General Fund Balance

Building Fund Disbursements

Building Fund Balance

Missions Fund Disbursements

Breithaupt (AMF)

Crane (AMF)

Deutsch (AMF

Pais (AMF)

Bible League

Dan Brown (Frontiers)

Far East Broadcasting Co.

Bamfords (New Tribes Mission)

Duane Howe (New Tribes Mission)

Jeff Howe (New Tribes Mission)

Olympia Union Gospel Mission

Carenet Pregnancy Center

Maycumbers (VIM)

TOTAL MISSION DISBURSEMENTS
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MARY, MOTHER OF OUR LORD Luke I & 2

1. MARY'S WORLD

Roman rule under Caesar Augustus 2:1

Herod (the Great), king of Judea; cruel, heartless

2. MARY'S HOME TOWN-NAZARETH IN GALILEE

15 miles southwest of the Sea of Galilee, 20 miles from the Mediterranean on the Via Maris (Way of the Sea) trade route

a small agricultural village near Sepphoris, a Roman town

They likely grew olive trees and grapes

Maybe 120 to 200 inhabitants from a clan of David's family

3. MARY'S HOME


Jewish, studied the Hebrew Scriptures ( I Samuel 2: 1-11

4. MARY'S RELATIVES Zacharias and Elizabeth

Zacharias was a priest of the order of Abijah

Elizabeth was of the daughters of Aaron

Righteous and obedient 1:6

Childless

Zacharias burned incense

The angel Gabriel appeared to him, promised him a son, John.

Zacharias questioned the angel

Elizabeth became pregnant

JOHN-great in the sight of the Lord

Nazarite, filled with the Holy Spirit

Will turn many to the Lord

Will go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah

5. MARY'S MARRIAGE

Arranged by parents

Betrothal was as binding as marriage, lasted a year


liusband prepared a place for them to live.
.

6. MARY'S HUSBAND, JOSEPH

A just man, righteous, upright, considerate, compassionate 7. MARY'S COMMITMENT 1:38 8. MARY'S PRAISE 1:46-55

DONATIONS

Appreciated stock and securities may be donated to Bridge Com. Church through our brokerage account. The donor does not pay tax on the gain. Donations from IRAs can be made by those 70 ~ yrs. and count toward minimum required distributions.

