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We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God.  God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. NIV 2 Corinthians 5:20-21

A LOVING RELATIONSHIP

1 John 4:9-10

Our relationship with God was broken. So God acted to bring reconciliation.

1. HE LOVED. 1 Jn. 4:9-10

He gave His Son to bring us life.

He chose to do for us what we needed most.

Love gives to genuine needs, seeks the best for another.

2. HE HUMBLED HIMSELF Phil. 2:5-10

He became a man, a helpless baby, born in a poor family.

He chose to serve others, endure scoffing, hatred, and suffering.

3. HE SUFFERED. 1 Peter 3:18

He died as a criminal.

He suffered as a sacrifice in our place.

4. HE INVITED. Eph. 2:17-18

"Come to Me, all who labor and are heavy laden" Matt. 11:28-30 "He who comes to Me shall never hunger." Jn. 6:35

"If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink." Jn. 7:37

5. HE FORGAVE Eph. 1:7

"Your sins are forgiven." Lu. 7:48

"through this Man is preached to you forgiveness of sins." Acts 13:38

GOD SHOWS US HOW TO RESTORE BROKEN RELATIONSHIPS

1. Love others. Eph. 5.:1-2
Love is patient, kind, not jealous, not bragging, not big-headed, not rude, not selfish, not quick-tempered, does not hold grudges, does not delight in evil, rejoices in the truth, protects, trusts, hopes, and is loyal. Look for ways to communicate your love to the person.

2. Humble yourself.

A humble person listens, is willing to acknowledge his own fault and receives constructive criticism, asks forgiveness for his offenses, is willing to serve.

3. Be willing to suffer.

Jesus gave us an example of suffering. 1 Peter 2:21-24

4. Forgive—forgiveness does not allow past offenses to hinder love. Forgiveness does not mean a person should not be protected from future serious harm. Or that a relationship is restored if an offender does not change.

5. Reach out to the person is appropriate ways.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
1. Tues. 7:00 p.m. Bible Study at Ken and Sherry Ford's home, 1350 E. Jared Rd. Study John 8.

2. No Wed. Bible Study at Deffinbaugh's home.

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES

1. PRAY FOR GOD'S MERCY ON OUR COUNTRY.
2. PRAISE FOR PROGRESS ON OUR CHURCH BUILDING.
3. PRAY FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH AND LOVE FOR CHRIST and one another.
4. PRAY FOR MEN AND WOMEN in the county jail and W.C.C. to come to Christ and grow in godly character. Pray for Jeff to know Christ
5. PRAY FOR MEN AND WOMEN IN THE MILITARY: Evie Foist, Philip Howard, Brenden Kealy, Nyree Rickonovich, Joshua Anderson and their families. Brenden just returned home.
6. PRAY FOR MISSIONARIES: June Breithaupt and Lee Ann Deutsch
7. Pray for Olympia Union Gospel Mission

THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD John 8:12

"Having seen this other light, I turn to it, striving and growing towards it as plants do towards the sun.

The light of love abolishing the darkness of hate,


the light of peace, abolishing the darkness of strife and confusion; 


the light of life, abolishing the darkness of earth,


the light of creativity, abolishing the darkness of destruction.

You came as light into the world, that whoever believes in You should not remain in darkness. The promise stands forever. Your light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not over come it. Nor ever will." Malcom Muggeridge

COMPLETE RECONCILIATION

A person who realizes how terrible it is to lose communion with God would never be satisfied with just escaping hell. What if God said, "Soul, I have ordered you shall never go to hell, here is a discharge that you shall never be arrested for any sin, but as for any fellowship with me, expect none. I am done with you. I never want any communication with you forever." Would that provide peace? The soul would be forever longing for fellowship with God. A selfish heart seeks escape from hell, but doesn't seek fellowship with God. Like the traitor, if the king will but pardon and save him from the gallows he is ready to promise him never to trouble him at court. 'Tis his own life, not the king's favor, he desires.

Gurnall from 6000 Sermon Illustrations.

Unopened Letters

A childhood accident caused poet Elizabeth Barrett to lead a life of semi-invalidism before she married Robert Browning in 1846.

There's more to the story. In her youth, Elizabeth had been watched over by her tyrannical father. When she and Robert were married, their wedding was held in secret because of her father's disapproval. After the wedding the Brownings sailed for Italy, where they lived for the rest of their lives. But even though her parents had disowned her, Elizabeth never gave up on the relationship. Almost weekly she wrote them letters. Not once did they reply.

After 10 years, she received a large box in the mail. Inside, Elizabeth found all of her letters; not one had been opened! Today those letters are among the most beautiful in classical English literature. Had her parents only read a few of them, their relationship with Elizabeth might have been restored.

Daily Walk, May 30, 1992

We Are Reconciled To God

Reconciliation is changing for the better a relationship between two or more persons. Theologically it refers to the change of relationship between God and man. We are naturally children of wrath (Eph. 2:3), and are at enmity with God (Eph. 2:11-15); but, "...we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son..." (Rom. 5:10). Because of the death of Jesus, the Christian's relationship with God is changed for the better. We are now able to have fellowship with Him (1 John 1:3) whereas before we could not. So, we are reconciled to Him (Rom. 5:10-11). The problem of sin that separates us from God (Isaiah 59:2) has been addressed and removed in the cross. It was accomplished by God in Christ (2 Cor. 5:18).
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