DINNER—following church today.

Mon.,  7:00 p.m. Bible Study in Revelation at Ford’s home.
Wed., 7:00 p.m. Bible study at Deffinbaugh’s home.

No Wed., 10:00 a.m. Women’s Bible Study 
Men’s Bible Study every Friday, 10:00 a.m. at BCC.

Fri., 7:00 p.m.  Youth Group
Sat., Dec. 24, 7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Celebration

Sun., Dec. 25, 10:30 Worship and Praise (No Bible Classes)

Dec. 25, 2:30 p.m.  Dinner at Harstine Hall

Sun., Jan. 1, 3:00 p.m. 6th annual Bean Bash at Ken and Sherry Ford’s home 


Side dish appreciated.

TO REQUEST PRAYER  on the phone/email prayer chain


Phone Patti Kempton  426-9587.
PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES
1. PRAY that we will walk in Christ (Col. 2:6).
2. PRAY for Donna Pollat—healing from cancer and joy in Christ.
3. PRAY for Randy Endicott—strength for teaching, better health.
4. PRAY for those in the military and their families: Joshua Anderson—nephew of Tormanen’s;  Alistair Borchert, Caleb Howard, Brenden Kealy, Nathan Keith—son of Pastor Jack Keith;  Nyree Lensch—Willa’s granddaughter, Anthony O’Connor –Robert O’Connor’s grandson, Joshua Olson—son of Mike and Lynn.
5. PRAY for a spiritual awakening in our nation.
WALKING IN CHRIST
WALK implies continued steady progress toward a goal. It may include walking with a companion, as walking together. God walked in the Garden of Eden indicating companionship with Adam. Enoch and Noah walked with God (Gen. 5:22; 6:9). God told Abraham to ‘walk before Me’ (Gen. 17:1). Those who do not ‘walk in the counsel of the ungodly’ are blessed (Psa. 1:1; Prov. 4:14). God humbles those who ‘walk in pride’ (Dan. 4:37). We are to ‘walk humbly with God’ (Micah 6:8). A godly person walks in God’s truth (Psa. 86:11), and walks uprightly (Psa. 84:11). 

In the New Testament walking is a metaphor for how Christians are expected to live. We are to ‘walk in the light’ (I John 1:7) to walk as Jesus walked (I John 2:6), and walk in the truth (II John 4). We are not to walk in darkness (I John 1:6). We are to ‘walk as children of light’ (Eph. 5:8), and ‘walk in love’ (Eph. 5:2), and ‘walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called’ (Eph. 4:1).  

Walking in Christ indicates fellowship with Him as we walk together, obedience to Him as we follow Him, and expending energy to do His will. It is a life of trusting Him to fill us, direct us, keep us and energize our hearts to love and serve Him. 

Let us ask, ‘Do I consistently walk with God, in fellowship with Christ in my attitude, desires, thoughts and motives?’ Do I turn away from whatever would hinder my walk with God? Do I enjoy walking with God? Do I give each day to walk with God?  
COMPLETE IN HIM
Colossians 2:1-10
I. CHRIST JESUS THE LORD—a name above every name  Phil. 2:9-11
ALL THE TREASURES OF WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE  are hidden in Him  2:3

RIGHTEOUSNESS—what is right in God’s sight  I Cor. 1:30

SANCTIFICATION—how to be holy, set apart to God


REDEMPTION—freedom from bondage to sin and self and satan


Origin –where did we come from?

Purpose –why are we here?

Redemption  --what will make us at peace with God?

Destiny –where are we going?
ALL THE FULLNESS OF THE GODHEAD DWELLS IN HIM IN BODILY FORM  2:9

Heir of all things  Heb. 1:1-3

Creator of all things  1:16

Brightness of His glory 

Express image of His person  1:15

Upholding all things by the word of His power  1:17
HE IS HEAD OF ALL PRINCIPALITY AND POWER  2:10

Head of all spiritual forces, good and evil  1:16

Head of the church  Col. 1:18;  Eph. 1:22-23

All authority is given to Me in heaven and earth.  Matt. 28:18
II. YOU ARE COMPLETE IN HIM  2:10

WALK IN HIM  2:6
Steady progress toward a goal, takes effort
ROOTED IN HIM  2:7  Stable and drawing life and nourishment from Him.
BUILT UP IN HIM  2:7  Built on the Foundation of Christ and useful
ESTABLISHED IN THE FAITH as you have been taught  2:7
ABOUNDING IN THANKSGIVING  2:7  Always giving thanks for all things
COMPLETE IN HIM  2:10  Made spiritually alive 2:13

Reconciled, secure, established, growing, walking, delivered, forgiven

III. DANGER OF BEING PLUNDERED

BEWARE LET ANYONE SPOIL YOU; take you captive, plunder you 


Through philosophy and vain deceit  2:8


Deny the authority of Scripture, or the person of Jesus Christ



Distract you through worthless pursuits—spiritual dullness
DECEIVE YOU THROUGH PERSUASIVE WORDS  2:4

Let’s dialogue; 
There are no absolutes; That is your truth.


Distortions, detachment, distractions, defraud  2:18
Are you walking in Christ? Do you enjoy His fellowship? Do you delight to please Him completely? Do you die to the old nature and live to Christ? 
"Take this rule: whatever weakens your reason, impairs the tenderness of your conscience, obscures your sense of God, or takes off your relish of spiritual things; in short, whatever increases the strength and authority of your body over your mind, that thing is sin to you, however innocent it may be in itself." 
   -- Susanna Wesley (Letter, June 8, 1725)
COMPLETE IN HIM
Colossians 2:1-10

As we remember the humble birth of Christ as a helpless baby born in a poor family it is easy to fail to see His exalted position as Christ the Lord.


IN Him are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. They are hidden, not so we can’t find them, but so we can discover the wonder of His infinite wisdom and knowledge. Righteousness, sanctification, and redemption are in His wisdom (I Cor. 1:30). Only He is the way to God, the true revelation of God, and eternal life from God. 

IN Him all the fullness of the Godhead dwells in bodily form (Col. 2:9). He is the heir of all things, the creator of all things, the brightness of His glory, the express image of the Father, and upholds all things by the word of His power (Heb. 1:1-3).


He is the head of all rule and authority (Col. 2:10). All authority in heaven and earth has been given to Him (Matt. 28:18). He is head of the church, the firstborn from the dead (Col. 1:18). 

We receive this wonderful Savior by faith—believing that He is who He says He is and that He will do all He promises to do. Now, we walk in Him—in daily fellowship with Him as we progress in our pilgrimage to heaven. We are rooted as a sturdy plant, taking in nourishment and refreshment from Him as a plant through its roots receives water and nutrients and is supported by its roots. We are built up in Him, build upon Him as our foundation and given order and stability as a building is constructed and held together. We abound in thanksgiving as we focus upon His continual grace and goodness to us. He takes even the harmful aspects of our life and uses them for our good.

He is our completion, our fullness. He fills us with Himself, satisfying our hearts by reconciling us to the Father, giving us purpose and power to live in fellowship with Him, and assuring us that our destination is eternal fellowship with Him. 


We must beware of those who would deceive and distract us from Christ. There were teachers in Colosse who urged them to approach God through angels or through keeping certain holy days or by self denial. Paul urges them to find their complete satisfaction in Christ. So, today some say we should approach God through Mary or some ‘saints’. Christ is our Mediator (I Tim. 2:5-6).  We may deceive ourselves thinking we must improve our lives before we come to God. Or, later, after we have done what we want, we will come to God. Satan loves for us to think we can come to God when it is convenient. Today is the only day we have. Today is the day to come to Christ and to live in fellowship with Christ.

Christ is our life. We are buried with Him in baptism—which is a picture of death to the old life and resurrection to new life in Him. The old life is cut off so we may enjoy new life in Christ. Now we seek things which are above, where Christ our life is. These things last for eternity. Christ is all and in all (Col. 3:11)

Remember that there are many attractive things that can distract us from a living growing walk with Christ. Let us beware of anything that would plunder and spoil our walk with Christ. 
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BRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH
500 E. North Island Drive, Shelton, WA 98584
360-426-6352
www.bccharstine.org
December 18, 2011

YOU ARE WELCOME

Bible Classes 9:30 a.m.; Worship 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Howard Spear

153 E. Rolling Hills Dr., 426-5221

Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, 7 rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. ESV Colossians 2:6
In Fellowship With
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