
Wed., 7:00 p.m. Bible Study at Dan and Deb Deffinbaugh’s home. 

Thurs., 7:00 p.m. When God’s People Pray at Walton’s home, 121 E. Heron Cove. 
Sat., 10:00 to noon  PRAYER at the church.
Sat., Dec. 11, 7:00 a.m.  Men’s Fellowship


10:00 a.m.  Ladies Fellowship

Sun., Dec. 19 after church—Dinner for all (bring food to share)
Fri., Dec. 24, 7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service

Harstine Choir performances of  “Christmas Around the World”

Dec. 3, 6:00 p.m.  Post Office Park, Shelton


Dec. 10, 7:00 p.m.  First Baptist Church, Shelton
 

Dec. 11, 3:00 p.m.  St. Hugh Episcopal Ch., Allyn


Dec. 12, 3:00 p.m. Harstine Hall
PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES 
1. PRAY that we will give with love.  I Cor. 13:3
2. PRAY for those in the military: Caleb Howard, Nyree Rinkevich,  Joshua Anderson, Nathan Keith, Alistair Borchert and their families.
3.PRAY FOR Eric Hawkins—
recovering from severe injury.
4. PRAY for Olympia Union Gospel Mission  and their ministry to needy people..
TELEPHONE AND EMAIL PRAYER CHAIN—Please sign up to be included.

NOVEMBER SNACKS provided by those whose last names begin with A to D.

FRESH HOLLY BRANCHES WITH BERRIES are free from Don Nichols 426-9376.

84 Shoeboxes were prepared and delivered to Samaritan’s Purse for children around the world.  THANK YOU.
PRAYER FOR THE MIND OF CHRIST
O Lord, our Christ, may we have Your mind and Your spirit; 

Make us instruments of Your peace;

Where there is hatred, let us sow love;
Where there is injury, pardon;
Where there is discord, union;
Where there is doubt, faith;

Where there is despair, hope;
Where there is darkness, light;

Where there is sadness, joy.
O Divine Master, grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;

To be understood, as to understand;

To be loved as to love; 
For it is in giving that we receive,
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 
And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.  Amen.

Francis of Assisi
NOT FAR, BUT NOT IN

Mark 12:28-34
I. THE SCRIBE AGREED WITH JESUS

1. God commands us to love Him.

2. God commands us to love our neighbor.  Luke 10:29-37; Matt. 25:31-46
He needed to enter the kingdom of God by:


Repenting  (Mk. 1:15) a changed mind and changed life.

Believing the gospel.  (Mk. 1:15 ) 

Receiving Jesus Christ. (John 1:12)


Enter the kingdom as a child. (Mk. 10:15)


Enter by the narrow gate…which leads to life. (Matt. 7:13-14)


I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved. (John 10:9)

II. OTHERS NEAR BUT NOT IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD


Rich young ruler  Mk. 10:17-22























Agrippa  Acts 26:28


Demas  Col. 4:14; II Tim. 4:10; I John 2:15; James 4:4

Those who practice lawlessness  Matt. 7:21-23


Judas   Mk. 14:21

Abner  II Samuel 3:27

III. EVIDENCE OF BEING IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD


Repentance—conversion  

Hunger for the Word of God  I Peter 2:2-3

Love for the Lord—desire to honor Him


Love for fellow believers  John 13:34-35

Obedience to God  John 14:15; 15:14; James 1:22; Psa. 40:7-8

Hatred of sin  Eph. 4:22-32

Social pressure from worldly people  I Peter 4:12-17

Continual dependence on Christ   I Cor. 15:10 

Peace with God—Assurance of salvation  I John 5:11-13


Eager anticipation of Christ’s return  I Thess. 1:9-10; 4:13-17

Desire to bring others to Christ  
IV. HOW TO HELP THOSE WHO ARE NEAR BUT NOT IN


Pray for God to open their hearts to Christ.  II Tim. 2:24-26

Love them with Christ’s love.


Let the Light of Christ shine through you. Matt. 5:13-16; I Pet. 3:1-6

Share the Gospel. Pray for the right opportunity.


ASK: Has anyone shared with you from the Bible how you can know that you will go to be with God when you die?  Share a gospel booklet.
NOT FAR BUT NOT IN
Mark 12:32-44


This scribe asked Jesus an important question: ‘Which is the first commandment of all?’ The religious leaders taught many commandments, but which was the most important? Jesus answered, “‘Hear, O Israel, the LORD our God, the LORD is one. And you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the first commandment. And the second, like it is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.”

The scribe, who knew the scripture well, agreed with Jesus. And Jesus said, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” The man realized that love for God was more important than sacrifices. He needed to acknowledge that he did not love God as he should, that he needed forgiveness and grace from Jesus. He needed to enter the kingdom by repenting, which is to be converted, and to believe Jesus and receive Jesus. 

You may believe Jesus died on the cross for your sins and gives eternal life to all who receive Him. You must receive Him and live in fellowship with Him. When Christ is in our life there will be evidence of spiritual life. We will hate sin and anything that hinders our fellowship with Christ. We will love Jesus and enjoy fellowship with Him daily. We will want to do the will of God. We will obey Jesus as our Lord. We will give ourselves to Him to do His will, to express His love to others. We will enjoy fellowship with others who know Jesus. We will be willing to endure opposition as we walk with Jesus, because many do not share our love for Jesus. We will want others to come to know Jesus. We will be hungry for the Word of God as our spiritual food. We will learn to pray and talk with God through our day.

Jesus warned that many scribes wanted honor from others instead of humbly seeking God. They were greedy, even taking advantage of widows. There is a warning for us. Is my focus on loving God, or wanting others to think well of me? And, there are religious teachers who sound sincere but they are continually appealing for money. They appeal to the elderly and widows to support their work. Some promise that God will send blessing if a person will ‘plant a seed’ by sending money to their organization. Some of them live lavish lives. They talk religion as a means of personal gain (I Tim. 6:5).

We should be sure our giving is motivated by love for God and love for others. We should give wisely, so the gift brings honor to God and genuine benefit to the recipients. We do not want to create dependence or enable irresponsibility. We should know where our gift goes and how it honors God.

A MODERN SCRIBE

BRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH

500 E. North Island Drive, Shelton, WA 98584

360-426-6352    www.bccharstine.org

November 28, 2010

YOU ARE WELCOME

Bible Classes 9:30; Worship 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Howard Spear

153 E. Rolling Hills Dr., ‑426-5221

"So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets. 13 "Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are many. 14 For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few. ESV Matthew 7:12-14
In fellowship with
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