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‘Giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father

 in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” Esv Ephesians 5:20

In Fellowship with American Missionary Fellowship

"THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY HIS FAITH" Habakkuk 2:4

The circumstances of life sometimes appear to contradict God's revelation concerning His power and purposes. Habakkuk struggles in his faith when he sees man flagrantly violate god's law and distort justice on every level, without fear of divine intervention. He wants to know why God allows this growing iniquity to go unpunished. When God reveals His intention to use Babylon as His rod of judgment, Habakkuk is even more troubled, because that nation is more corrupt than Judah. God's answer satisfies Habakkuk that he can trust Him even in the worst of circumstances because of His matchless wisdom, goodness, and power. God's plan is perfect, and nothing is big enough to stand in the way of its ultimate fulfillment. In spite of appearances to the contrary, God is still on the throne as the Lord of history and the Ruler of the nations. God may be slow to wrath, but all iniquity will be punished eventually. He is the worthiest object of faith, and the righteous man will trust in Him at all times.

Key Verses: "Behold the proud, his soul is not upright in him; but the just shall live by his faith." Hab. 2:4

Though the fig tree should not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines, the produce of the olive fail and the fields yield no food, the flock be cut off from the fold and there be no herd in the stalls, 18 yet I will rejoice in the LORD; I will take joy in the God of my salvation. 19 GOD, the Lord, is my strength; he makes my feet like the deer's; he makes me tread on my high places. To the choirmaster: with stringed instruments. Es Habakkuk 3:17-19

The Open Bible-- Introduction to Habakkuk

7:00 p.m. tonight United Thanksgiving service at Hoodsport. No Tues. night Bible Study.

No Wed. Bible study because of Thanksgiving.

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES

1. PRAY FOR GOD'S MERCY ON OUR COUNTRY.

2. PRAISE FOR PROGRESS ON OUR CHURCH BUILDING. Praise that electrical wiring is being done.

3. PRAY FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH AND LOVE FOR CHRIST and one another.

4. PRAY FOR MEN AND WOMEN in the county jail and W.C.C. to come to Christ and grow in godly character.

5. PRAY FOR MEN AND WOMEN IN THE MILITARY: Evie Foist, Philip Howard, Brenden Kealy, Nyree Rickonovich, Joshua Anderson and their families.

6. PRAY FOR MISSIONARIES:

7. Pray for continued healing for Sandy Lee.

Her Fiance Drowned

A young woman named Anne Steele had encountered one trial and disappointment after another. Being a devout Christian, she continuously sought to praise God—even in sorrow. She was engaged to be married, and had looked forward to her wedding day with eagerness. The big day finally arrived and so did the guests—but the groom was missing. After about an hour of waiting, a messenger brought the tragic news that Anne's fiance had drowned. The sudden shock was almost too much for her, but after a while she regained her spiritual composure.

Later Anne Steele penned the song that is still found in many hymnbooks:

Father, whate'er of earthly bliss Thy sovereign will denies, Accepted at Thy throne of grace, let this petition rise: Give me a calm, a thankful heart, from every murmur free! The blessings of Thy grace impart, and make me live to Thee. - H.G.B.

THANKSGIVING EVERYDAY

Psalm 100

1. Join Thanks and Praise Heb. 13:15 and 18 other verses

Thanks—God is the giver of every good and perfect gift. James 1:17 Praise God for His glorious character and attributes.

"God is a spirit, infinite, eternal and unchangeable in His being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness and truth." Westminster Shorter Catechism, Question 4 "What is God?"

2. Pilgrim Thanksgiving

Voyage on the Mayflower—severe storms, broken beam

Mayflower Compact—to be self governing under God

Indian friends: Squanto, able to speak English, helped them

Three day celebration—Thanks to God, joining with Indian friends

3. Israel's Thanksgiving—Harvest festival: Feast of Tabernacles

4. John Bunyan's Verse

Born in 1628 near Bedford, England to Thomas Bedford, a tinker Served in the Parliamentary army

Married Mary—who owned "The Plain Man's Pathway to Heaven" Sought God by avoiding sin, so he appeared good outwardly Felt he had committed the unpardonable sin.

Later, he was imprisoned for preaching without a license.

While in jail, he wrote Pilgrim's Progress.

Pilgrim comes to the gate and asks if he may enter.

"Him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out." John 6:37 Christ is approachable—we may come to Him by faith.

Christ is available to all who will come to Him.

Christ is adequate for all who come to Him.

What happens to the one who comes to Jesus? John 6:35

We are reconciled to God. I Tim. 2:5-6; I Peter 3:18

We receive LIFE—eternal, abundant,

We experience this life by abiding in Jesus. John 15:1-17

5. Bill Bright, founder of Campus Crusade for Christ.

"You need to understand something. I am a slave—a slave of Jesus. A slave has no rights. The only obligation of the slave is to do whatever his master asks him to do. It is not the slave's responsibility to be successful, only obedient. Once you understand this, you understand you do not have any problems, you only have opportunities to see God work." For the servant of Jesus, every challenging situation is merely an opportunity to see His Master work.

The next time you face something you truly believe is a `problem' ask yourself. "What attribute of God do I not really believe is true in this situation?"

Our Daily Bread, April 29

