Thurs., 2:00 p.m. Thanksgiving Dinner at Harstine Hall
PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES 
1. PRAY that we will have truly thankful hearts..
2. PRAY for those in the military: Caleb Howard, Nyree Rinkevich,  Joshua Anderson, Nathan Keith, Alistair Borchert and their families.
3.PRAY FOR Eric Hawkins—severely injured in a logging accident. 
He has been moved to Trauma Rehabilitation where he is receiving physical, speech and occupational therapy. Part time he breathes on his own.
4. PRAY for June Breithaupt and Leeann Deutsch who work with Spanish language ladies and kid’s club at Forks.
TELEPHONE AND EMAIL PRAYER CHAIN—Please sign up to be included.

NOVEMBER SNACKS provided by those whose last names begin with A to D.

FRESH HOLLY BRANCHES WITH BERRIES are free from Don Nichols 426-9376.

CULTIVATE A THANKFUL HEART
1. GIVE THANKS TO FARMERS who grow our food.

2. GIVE THANKS TO DOCTORS AND SCIENTISTS who have developed modern medicine which has reduced disease and pain.

3. GIVE THANKS TO ENGINEERS AND SCIENTISTS who have developed technology like computers, the internet, automobiles, airplanes, etc.

4. GIVE THANKS TO SOLDIERS AND VETERANS who have helped preserve our freedoms.

5. GIVE THANKS TO TEACHERS AND INSTRUCTORS who have helped us learn and develop knowledge and skills.

6. GIVE THANKS TO FRIENDS AND FAMILY who have cared for us, trained us, loved us, corrected us and encouraged us
.

7. GIVE THANKS TO LAW ENFORCEMENT AND FIRST RESPONDERS who help us in time of need.

LEARNING TO BE THANKFUL

Psalm 100
1. EXHORTATIONS TO BE THANKFUL


‘In everything give thanks’  I Thess. 5:18


‘Always giving thanks for all things to God the Father, in the name of 


our Lord Jesus’ Eph. 5:20


‘the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name’ Heb. 13:15

‘giving thanks to God the Father through Him.’ Col. 3:17

2. EXAMPLES OF THANKSGIVING


Noah built an altar to the LORD.  Genesis 8:20



Abraham offered the ram instead of his son. Gen. 22:13-17

Song of Moses—deliverance from Egyptian army. Ex. 15:


Thank offering sacrifice.  Lev. 7:12;   II Chron. 29:31

Psa. 116:17  When delivered from death


David  I Chron. 16:7-8


Daniel—for wisdom  Dan. 2:23


Jesus:  Matt. 11:25; Luke 10:21; John 6:11; 11:41


Samaritan leper  Luke 17:16

Pharisee: “I thank You that I am not as other men.” Lu. 18:11


Paul gave thanks to God in the presence of all.  Acts 27:35

“giving thanks to His name.”  Heb. 13:15


‘Thanksgiving, honor, power and might be to our God’ Rev. 7:12
3. REASONS TO GIVE THANKS


Life and breath and all things.  Acts 17:25



All things to enjoy.  I Tim. 6:17

Every good and perfect gift.  James 1:17-18

For fellow members of Christ’s body.  II Thess. 2:13-14; Col. 1:3-4


God’s Indescribable Gift   II Cor. 9:15


‘We love Him because He first loved us’ I John 4:19

Grace, forgiveness, access, freedom, hope, VICTORY  I Cor. 15:57

4. FOR GOD WORKING GOOD IN ALL THINGS Rom. 8:28

‘glory in tribulation’  Rom. 5:3


‘suffer for righteousness sake’  I Peter 3:14


‘suffer as a Christian’  I Peter 4:15-16

Death, pain, loss, sorrow, grief
5. PRAYER, CARE, SHARE


Pray for right use of our blessings.


Care for each blessing


Share with others as appropriate

LEARNING TO BE THANKFUL
Psalm 100


Little children often need reminders to say, “Thank you.” And, we adults also need reminders to be thankful and express our thanks.


There are many examples in the Bible of thanksgiving. Noah built an altar to worship and express thanks when he and his family embarked from the ark after the flood. Abraham was very thankful that God spared Isaac and provided a ram for a sacrifice. Moses sang a song of thanksgiving and praise for deliverance from Egypt and the Red Sea. The peace offering in the tabernacle was an expression of thanksgiving. David gave thanks when the ark was brought into Jerusalem. The Psalms are full of thanksgiving. Daniel and his friends gave thanks for wisdom to tell the king his dream and its interpretation so they were saved from being put to death. Jesus gave thanks when He fed the 5000. The Samaritan leper gave thanks for his cleansing. Paul gave thanks before all when he took bread and encouraged his fellow shipmates who survived the storm to eat. Paul also gave thanks for the Christians to whom he wrote (I Cor. 1:4). Thanks is expressed to God in heaven (Rev. 7:12). The phrase ‘give thanks’ is found 40 times in the English Standard Version. 

It is right to give thanks to all those who benefit and serve and love us—mothers, fathers, brothers, sisters, friends, doctors, scientists, engineers, soldiers, veterans, first responders, firemen, police and law enforcement officials, civil servants, teachers, instructors, farmers, and many others. Every one of us have received much help from others.

It is right to give thanks to God for life, breath, the ability to think and understand and learn, the opportunities to work and serve others, and the resources we use as well as food and clothing and shelter. His great love, His grace and mercy, His faithfulness, His forgiveness and His indwelling Spirit are some of the spiritual blessings that should stir us to give thanks and praise to Him. We should also give thanks for His providential care by which He causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.

Giving thanks should lead us to wise use of all that God has given to us. When we give something to another we are glad to see them take proper care of it and use it properly. So in addition to verbally thanking God, we show gratitude by using our life to love and honor God, our heavenly Father. We also have a responsibility to share with others who have need. We want to give wisely so others are enabled to develop the resources God has given them and become whole productive persons who honor the Lord.
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BRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH

500 E. North Island Drive, Shelton, WA 98584

360-426-6352    www.bccharstine.org

November 21, 2010

YOU ARE WELCOME

Bible Classes 9:30; Worship 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Howard Spear

153 E. Rolling Hills Dr., ‑426-5221

Giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, ESV Ephesians 5:20
In Fellowship With
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