Tues., 7:00 p.m. Bible Study at Ken and Sherry Ford’s home.
Wed., 7:00 p.m. Bible Study at Dan and Deb Deffinbaugh’s home. 
Wed., 7:00 p.m. Old Testament Survey at the church.

Thurs., 7:00 p.m. When God’s People Pray at Walton’s home, 121 E. Heron Cove.  
Sat., Nov. 6, 8:00 a.m.  Deacon mtg.  at the church.
Sat., Nov. 6, 10:00 to noon    PRAYER at the church

Sun., Nov. 14, International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church


Pray for our suffering brothers and sisters in Christ.
SHOEBOX PROJECT Box packing party on Nov. 14 after church.
TELEPHONE AND EMAIL PRAYER CHAIN—Please sign up to be included.

NOVEMBER SNACKS provided by those whose last names begin with A to D.
PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES 
1. PRAY that we will each live under God’s authority in all areas.
2. PRAY for those in the military and their families. Caleb Howard, Nyree Rinkevich,  Joshua Anderson, Nathan Keith, Alistair Borchert, Travis Gotch and their families.
3.PRAY FOR Eric Hawkins—severely injured in a logging accident. 
He has been moved to Trauma Rehabilitation where he is receiving physical, speech and occupational therapy. Pray he will be able to breathe on his own.

4. PRAY for Jonathan and Heidi Bamford who serve with New Tribes Mission in the Philippines, taking the gospel to the Isneg in Northern Luzon.   Learn about the newly arrived helicopter at www.jonathanheidibamford.blogspot.com
5. PRAY for our nation and the election of godly leaders. Pray that voters will know the truth and vote for righteous leaders.
 "If the people fail to vote, a government will be developed which is not their government...  The whole system of American Government rests on the ballot box.  Unless citizens perform their duties there, such a system of government is doomed to failure."
 Calvin Coolidge, Thirtieth President of the United States
Our leaders don't appreciate the risk they are running by mocking God.  The churches, pastors and people are ignoring the risk associated with following leadership that mocks God.  How can they expect to avoid the severe judgment of the Lord when the nation is practicing mocking the Lord in so many egregious ways?  Can they actually be rationalizing that they can successfully mock the Creator of the Universe who holds all things together and in whom all things exist?  They would have a better chance at holding an atom bomb in their hands and stop it from exploding than at testing the Creator of the atoms.  Commander Ralph Koozer, United States Navy, Retired

THE ARROGANCE OF IGNORANCE

Mark 11:25-33

1. THE IMPORTANCE OF FORGIVENESS


We are most like God when we forgive. Matt. 5:43-48


Whoever has offended you has offended God more.


Ill will is forbidden in the sixth commandment. Matt. 5:21-22

Those who have been forgiven greater offenses should forgive lesser offenses.  Matt. 18:21-35
2. THE ARROGANCE OF PRETENDED IGNORANCE


The religious leaders confront Jesus:  “Who authorized this?”


Jesus asked, “Was John’s authority from heaven or men?”


John called men to repent.  What does that involve?


Did the leaders repent?  Did they believe God sent John?


Did they obey God’s message through John?


If they answered that John’s authority was from men,



They feared the people. They replied, “We don’t know.”

THE BIBLE OFTEN SPEAKS OF AUTHORITY. 


‘The LORD God commanded the man, saying,’  Gen. 2:16-17

‘for he taught them as one who had authority,’ Mk. 1:22; Matt. 7:28

"for with authority He commands even the unclean spirits, ’ Mk. 1:27


“the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins" Mk. 2:10


“the Son of Man is also Lord of the Sabbath.” Mk. 2:28


“Who can this be, that even the wind and the sea obey Him.” Mk. 4:41
 
‘their great ones exercise authority over them’ Mk. 10:42

“I also am a man under authority.”  Matt. 8:9

WHO IS THE AUTHORITY IN YOUR LIFE?


Are you committed to doing the will of God? To obeying Jesus?

The Will of God is revealed in God’s Word:


--Salvation through Jesus Christ  II Peter 3:9


--Spirit filled.  Eph. 5:16-18; I Cor. 12:13

--Sanctified—set apart to God.  I Thess. 4:3


--Submissive to God, one another, civil government. Rom. 13

--Willing to suffer.  I Peter 3:17; II Tim. 3:12


--Giving thanks.  I Thess. 5:17; Eph. 5:20


TO BE UNDER GOD’S AUTHORITY IS GREAT PROTECTION

WHO IS THE AUTHORITY IN YOUR MARRIAGE?

WHO IS THE AUTHORITY IN OUR CIVIL GOVERNMENT?


Have we elected leaders who protect innocent human life, true God-ordained marriage, the rights of conscience, and private property?
LET US COMMIT TO FULLY OBEYING GOD.
THE ARROGANCE OF IGNORANCE
Mark 11:27-33


Jesus was already hated by the Jewish leaders because he had exposed their ‘righteousness’ as inadequate. When he drove out the moneychangers and those who sold doves, he invaded their territory even further. They were determined to get rid of Him. They asked, “By what authority are you doing these things?”

Jesus answered by asking them a question, “The baptism of John—was it from heaven or from men?”  John had preached repentance. This involved a thorough turning to God, submission to God’s commands and ways. These leaders did not repent and turn to God, but continued in their self-centered ways. So they couldn’t answer that John was from God. So they said, ‘We don’t know.’


The Bible often speaks about authority. God commanded Adam and Eve, “Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” They were safe under God’s authority. But, they believed Satan’s lie and became their own authority—determining for themselves good and evil. 

Even Jesus said, ‘I do nothing on my own authority, but speak just as the Father taught me.’ John 8:28 When He acted under His Father’s authority He was completely pleasing His Father and was safe from Satan’s attacks.

There are really only two possible authorities in our lives—Self or God. When self is our authority we are acting on our own. We try to satisfy our desires, to protect our selves, to find significance apart from God. But when we live under God’s authority we have order, protection, peace, satisfaction and significance. 


When we live under God’s authority, we live completely to do our Father’s will. We obey Him. We love Him. We trust Him. We honor Him. We worship Him. We enjoy Him. "Most assuredly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him.”  NKJ John 13:16  When we obey our Master, He is responsible for the outcome.


The Jewish leaders tried to evade their responsibility to obey God’s messenger, John, by saying they didn’t know if God sent Him. They further tried to evade their responsibility to obey Jesus. If they acknowledged that God sent Jesus, they would be responsible to obey Him and follow Him. That would have required repentance and a major transformation of their lives. Instead, they chose to pretend ignorance.


We must ask, “Who is the authority in my life?”  Have I obeyed God’s command to repent and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ? Do I consistently live a Spirit-filled life—controlled by the Holy Spirit? Am I sanctified—set apart to God? Am I submissive to the authorities God has put in my life? Am I willing to suffer for doing right if need be? Am I consistently thankful?  

Every command that applies to us is to be obeyed. We cannot obey in our own strength, but we can humbly depend on the Lord to enable us to do His will. Let us live under God’s authority, joyfully doing His will for His honor.
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BRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH

500 E. North Island Drive, Shelton, WA 98584

360-426-6352    www.bccharstine.org

October 31, 2010

YOU ARE WELCOME

Bible Classes 9:30; Worship 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Howard Spear

153 E. Rolling Hills Dr., ‑426-5221

So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, "If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." NAU John 8:31-32
In Fellowship With
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