DINNER after church today.
Tues., 7:00 p.m.  Bible Study at Ken and Sherry Ford’s home, Jared Rd.
Wed., 7:00 p.m.  Bible Study at Dan and Deb Deffinbaugh’s home, 1510 Spencer Lake Road,    Study Rom. 1:16-17.
Sat., Oct. 25, 9:00 a.m.  Work Day at the church  COME, WORK, FELLOWSHIP


Sheetrock in kitchen vent, burn pile, draft doors in attic, etc. 

Next Sunday after church—Read and discuss new constitution. All are welcome.

Sun., Nov. 9, after church​ –Vote on New Constitution. 
Tues., Nov. 11, 7:00 p.m.  Honor Veterans, Pray for Active Military and their families.  Invite your friends and all concerned for those in the military services.

Sat., Nov. 15, Party at Ford’s home to pack Samaritan’s Purse Boxes and make missionary albums.
Sun., Nov. 16, Jonathan and Heidi Bamford,  Philipino dinner after church

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES

1. PRAY FOR CHRISTIANS IN OUR COUNTRY TO FOLLOW CHRIST  AND TO VOTE WISELY FOR THOSE WHO WILL PROMOTE RIGHTEOUSNESS IN OUR COUNTRY.

2. PRAISE FOR PROGRESS ON OUR CHURCH BUILDING. Praise that electrical wiring is being done.
3. PRAY FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH AND LOVE FOR CHRIST and one another.
4. PRAY FOR MEN AND WOMEN in the county jail and W.C.C. to come to Christ and grow in godly character. 
5. PRAY FOR MEN AND WOMEN IN THE MILITARY: Evie Foist, Gabe Foist, Philip Howard, Brenden Kealy,  Nyree Rickonovich, Joshua Anderson  and their families.  
6. PRAY FOR MISSIONARIES: for Malana and Wanad, the Bible teachers in Maragat and Daggi, in the Isneg tribe in the Philippines where Jonathan and Heidi Bamford have been serving..
7. Pray for Carenet Pregnancy Center—new director Karen Harris.
8. Pray for continued healing for Sandy Lee.
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Via Dolorosa—the Way of Sorrow          The Accusation in Latin, Greek and Hebrew
JESUS IS CRUCIFIED

Luke 23:26-38

1. PILATE SENTENCES JESUS TO BE CRUCIFIED

2. SIMON OF CYRENE is forced to carry Jesus’ cross.

Father of Alexander and Rufus.  Mk. 15:21

Rufus, a man in Rome.  Romans 16:13

Coming from the country—not part of the crowd in Jerusalem.
Bore the cross after Jesus--probably the cross beam.
3. A GREAT MULTITUDE OF THE PEOPLE

Women who mourned and lamented Him. Luke is the ‘gospel of womanhood’.

Jesus speaks to the women (first recorded words after speaking to Pilate)


Stop weeping for Me. Weep for yourselves and for your children.


Days are coming when they will say: ‘Blessed are the barren.’


Terrifying events are coming—the fall of Jerusalem, 70 A.D.


Green wood—difficult to burn. Dry wood—burns hot.


  Green may represent the innocent.  Jesus is innocent


  Dry, guilty. Jerusalem is guilty
4. TWO CRIMINALS—led with Him to be put to death. Isa. 53:12
5. JESUS IS CRUCIFIED
No details—criminals on the right hand and on the left.
6. JESUS’ FIRST WORD ON THE CROSS

‘Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do.’
Father—personal relationship of trust and fellowship

Forgive them.  There were real, terrible offenses.

Man’s most terrible deed—to crucify the Son of God.


What does forgiveness cost?  I Peter 2:24; 3:18; II Cor. 5:21

Who was Jesus forgiving? Soldiers, scoffers, rulers 

They do not know what they do.—Note the blindness of the human heart.


Acts 3:17; 1 Cor. 2:8; I Tim. 1:13
Jesus prayed for others, prayed for sinners, even in His last hours.

He made intercession for the transgressors. Isa. 53:12

“Love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you,

 and pray for those who despitefully use you and persecute you.  Matt. 5:44
Here is man’s great need—forgiveness!  Without it we are doomed to destruction.
Without forgiveness we cannot be reconciled to God.

TRIUMPH OF REDEEMING LOVE—Forgiveness for the guilty.

Jesus provided forgiveness so we can be reconciled to God.

Conditions of forgiveness:  repentance, faith in the Lord Jesus Christ
IGNORANCE: They don’t know what they are doing.

Spiritual blindness, hardness of heart


Ignorance of our spiritual condition, of our helplessness, of our destiny.

When did the disciples understand the purpose of Jesus’ death?

When did they connect Isaiah 53 and Psalm 22 with Jesus?  Luke 24:26


Do you believe Jesus died for your sins?    John 1:29
Father, Forgive Them (23:34a)
"Jesus said, 'Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.' " (23:34a)

Of the Seven Last Words of Christ from the cross, this is the first -- forgiveness (though the text is missing in some early manuscripts).[23] Notice the simple address to his "Father." In an early morning time of prayer, in Gethsemane, or from the cross it is the same. God is "Father." He asks the Father to forgive, Greek aphiemi, "cancel, remit, pardon," used of loans (Matthew 18:27) as well as referring to the remission of guilt.[24] Forgiveness is choosing to no longer hold something against a person. In Jesus' case, he was asking the Father not to hold his execution against his killers, "for they do not know what they are doing."

Who is he forgiving?

The soldiers? They have grown callous with killing. Jesus is just another criminal to them, driving the spikes is all in a day's work. Nothing personal, mind you. Business, strictly business. While Jesus is praying what may be the most profound prayer of all time, they are gambling to see who will win his clothing. Can the soldiers claim, "I can't help myself. If I didn't do it, someone else would have. It's the fault of the system"? No. They are personally responsible for their actions, under orders or not. Nothing absolves them from guilt -- except the Son of God hanging above them.

Pilate? Pilate is arguably the most powerful man in Jerusalem, yet in the Gospels -- and to history -- he appears weak. He quickly perceives that Jesus is innocent of the trumped up charges against him. His wife warns him of a dream she has had, and pleads with him not to do anything to him (Matthew 27:19). And yet Pilate appeases the Jewish leaders and grants their request -- against all sense of pride in Roman justice. How could he not know what he was doing?

The Jewish leaders? The high priestly family, the scribes, and the Pharisees were all out to destroy Jesus? They manipulated his words, brought false witnesses, put political pressure on Pilate, and stirred up the crowd to demand crucifixion rather than release. How could they not know what they were doing? They might have excused themselves by saying that the end justifies the means. But they were guilty.

But even though each responsible party acted wickedly and unrighteously, Jesus gives them the benefit of the doubt. So do the leaders of the early church:

"This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross." (Acts 2:23)

"Now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did your leaders." (Acts 3:17)

"The people of Jerusalem and their rulers did not recognize Jesus, yet in condemning him they fulfilled the words of the prophets that are read every Sabbath." (Acts 13:27)

"None of the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory." (1 Corinthians 2:8)

As I look for lessons in this depressing and chilling lesson, this prayer of Jesus to forgive his enemies stands as a brilliant light and a rich jewel that illuminates the darkness of that day. 

The application to disciples is very clear: if Jesus intercedes for the forgiveness of his enemies who are guilty of gross wickedness, how can you and I withhold forgiveness from those who have wronged us? If we are disciples, learners, of Jesus, then we must learn this. If we are followers of Jesus, then we must follow him here, along the path of forgiving our enemies and persecutors and those who intend evil against us (Luke 6:27-31; Matthew 5:43-48; 6:14-15).

When evil has plunged a person into the grossest iniquity and the depths of degradation, the grace of God seems to be all the more beautiful.                  Ralph Wilson
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JESUS CRUCIFIED
BRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH

Meeting at Harstine Community Hall
October 19, 2008

YOU ARE WELCOME

www.bccharstine.org
Pastor Howard Spear

153 E. Rolling Hills Dr., ‑426-5221

For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.               ESV 1 Corinthians 1:18
In Fellowship With
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