9:30 a.m. Bible Classes for youth and adults.  Adults studying II Corinthians 11
Tues., 7:00 p.m.  Bible Study at Ken and Sherry Ford’s home.  Studying Job.

Wed., 10:00 a.m. Ladies Community Bible Study—get study sheet from Doris.
Wed., 7:00 p.m.  Bible Study Dan and Deb Deffinbaugh’s home, 1510 Spencer 
Lake Rd. Video about the church.
No dinner today.
Thurs., Oct. 22, 7:00 p.m.  ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING
Crown Small Group Financial Study 10 weeks beginning Oct. 26, 7:00 p.m.

Sat., Oct. 31, Movie: Secrets of Jonathan Sperry at Shelton Cinema
Sunday, November 8, DEDICATION OF CHURCH BUILDING
PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES

1. PRAY for preparations for the Dedication Service Nov. 8.
2. PRAY that we will be faithful servants of Christ.
3. PRAY FOR MEN AND WOMEN in the county jail and W.C.C. to come to Christ and grow in godly character: 
4. PRAY FOR MEN AND WOMEN IN THE MILITARY: Evie Foist,  Philip Howard, Caleb Howard,  Nyree Rickovich, Joshua Anderson,  Nathan Keith, Alistair Borchert and their families.    
5. PRAY FOR MISSIONARIES: Jonathan and Heidi Bamford—flooding.
6. PRAY FOR TESS SMITH, to be free of unjust confinement. 
7. PRAY FOR MATT REIMER— http://hiphack.blogspot.com/
8. PRAY FOR KATHY ATENCIO—recovery from back surgery.
FAITHFULNESS
It was a stormy night in Birmingham, England, and Hudson Taylor was to speak at a meeting at the Severn Street schoolroom. His hostess assured him that nobody would attend on such a stormy night, but Taylor insisted on going. "I must go even if there is no one but the doorkeeper." Less than a dozen people showed up, but the meeting was marked with unusual spiritual power. Half of those present either became missionaries or gave their children as missionaries; and the rest were faithful supporters of the China Inland Mission for years to come. 

W. Wiersbe, Wycliffe Handbook of Preaching and Preachers, p. 242. 


Norman Geisler, as a child, went to a DVBS because he was invited by some neighbor children. He went back to the same church for Sunday School classes for 400 Sundays. Each week he was faithfully picked up by a bus driver. Week after week he attended church, but never made a commitment to Christ. Finally, during his senior year in High School, after being picked up for church over 400 times, he did commit his life to Christ. What if that bus driver had given up on Geisler at 395? What if the bus driver had said, "This kid is going nowhere spiritually, why waste any more time on him?"

Max Lucado, God Came Near, Multnomah Press, 1987, p. 133. 
PAUL’S FELLOW WORKERS

Colossians 4:7-18

1. TYCHICUS—beloved brother, faithful minister, fellow servant in the Lord. Delivered the letter to Colosse, delivered personal information. (Acts 20:4; Eph. 6:21; II Tim. 4:12; Titus 3:12; Col. 4:7)
2. ONESIMUS—a faithful and much loved brother, one of you, Philemon’s runaway slave, name meant ‘useful’, 

3. ARISTARCHUS—Paul’s fellow prisoner, from Thessalonica, journeyed with Paul to Troas, Jerusalem, and Rome (Acts 19:29; 20:4; 27:2), fellow worker (Philemon 24)

4. MARK—the cousin of Barnabas, son of Mary in whose home the Christians met (Acts 12:12), author of the second gospel, quit on the first missionary journey (Acts 13:13; 15:37-39), restored!
5. JESUS, called JUSTUS--



Jewish (as were Aristarchus and Mark), a comfort to Paul

6. EPAPHRAS—one of you, a servant of Christ;

Beloved fellow servant, faithful minister of Christ on your behalf (Col. 1:7), always laboring fervently for you in his prayers that you may stand mature and fully assured in all the will of God (Col. 4:12), has worked hard for you and for those in Laodicea and Hierapolis (4:13).

7. LUKE, the beloved physician—author of the third gospel and Acts, a gentile, well educated, loyal to Christ, traveled with Paul

8. DEMAS—a fellow laborer (Philemon 24); forsook Paul, having loved this present world (II Tim. 4:10). A drop-out.  I John 2:15-17
THOSE IN COLOSSE, LAODICEA,& HIERAPOLIS
NYMPHAS—in whose home the church met.

ARCHIPPUS—a fellow soldier (Philemon 2), likely a church leader
Urged to fulfill the ministry he received from the Lord.

TIMOTHY—our brother (Col. 1:1); Paul’s son in the faith (I Tim. 1:2), taught the Scripture from infancy (II Tim. 3:14-15); served in Ephesus (II Tim. 1:3).

CLOSING: Personal signature. 


REMEMBER MY CHAINS (Col. 4:3, 18; Heb. 13:3)

FINAL BLESSING: GRACE BE WITH YOU. (Col. 4:18).

WHAT WOULD BE WRITTEN OF YOU?

PAUL’S FELLOW WORKERS
Colossians 4:7-18


Paul worked with a team of workers in God’s church. He valued their support and their gifts. He equipped and trained them and then sent them to new places
and responsibilities. 


Timothy, his ‘son in the faith’, was later sent to Ephesus.  


Tychicus carried the letters to the Colossians and Ephesians. He used his abilities to serve the Lord. Paul called him a beloved brother, faithful minister, and fellow servant. He traveled with Paul and was sent by Paul to Ephesus (I Tim. 4:12).

Onesimus, the runaway slave who stole from his master, Philemon, became a faithful and much loved brother. He returned to his master.

Aristarchus, a fellow prisoner of Paul, was Paul’s traveling companion from Troas, to Jerusalem, to Rome. He may have become Paul’s ‘slave’, so he could travel with Paul, the prisoner. 


Mark, the cousin of Baranabas, was with Paul and Barnabas on their first missionary journey, but he left them at Pamphylia and returned to Jerusalem. His mother, Mary, hosted the church at her home. Barnabas, son of encouragement, helped restore Mark. Paul instructed the Colossians to welcome Mark if he came to them. As Paul wrote Colossians, Mark was with Paul at the prison. He wrote the gospel of Mark.

Jesus, who is called Justus, is otherwise unknown. Aristarchus, Mark, and Jesus/Justus were Jewish converts and fellow workers with Paul.

Epaphras, the founder of the church at Colosse, went to Rome seeking Paul’s help in combating the false teaching that was devaluing Christ. He told Paul about the Christians in Colosse, Laodicea, and Hierapolis. He continually prayed earnestly for these believers, asking that they might stand mature and fully assured in all the will of God (Col. 4:12). Paul said Epaphras worked hard for these Christians.


Luke, the beloved physician, traveled with Paul. The ‘we’ sections in the book of Acts indicate his presence in the traveling party. He was highly educated and used his skill to research and write Luke and Acts. 


Demas was with Paul and sent greetings. In Philemon 24 he is classed with the fellow laborers. In II Tim. 4:10 we are told the tragic news that ‘Demas has forsaken me, having loved this present world’. It was a great loss to Paul and the team, and dishonoring to Christ. How did he become a ‘dropout’? He failed to find in Christ his security, satisfaction and significance. Something of this world became his idol. I John 2:15-17 warns us, “Love not the world”. This culture that leaves out God will never truly satisfy our hearts. It is very attractive, but it is only temporary pleasure.


Nympha was likely a woman who hosted the church in her home.


Archippus was likely the son of Philemon, and a church leader. He was urged to fulfill his ministry.


If your name were in this list, what would be written about you?
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BRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH

500 E. North Island Drive, Shelton, WA 98584

360-426-6352
October 11, 2009
YOU ARE WELCOME
Bible Classes 9:30; Worship 10:30 a.m.

www.bccharstine.org
Pastor Howard Spear

153 E. Rolling Hills Dr., ‑426-5221

Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving. ESV Colossians 4:2
In Fellowship With
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