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Acts 5

    The followers of Christ were very generous and caring. They shared with one another. Ananias and Sapphira also gave the proceeds of the sale of their property, but kept some back while pretending to give everything. What motivated them to lie? Satan is a liar and the ‘father of lies’ (John 8:44; Gen. 3:1-5). Satan filled Ananias’ heart to lie to the Holy Spirit.

    What would motivate a person to lie? fear, greed, pride, bitterness, hypocrisy. Can you remember lying? What motivated you to lie? What does one expect to gain by lying? What are the consequences of lying? Ananias and Sapphira died. 

    Why did Ananias and Sapphira die? Is lying that serious? What would get our attention and cause us to realize how important truth is and what a serious offense lying is? If every person who lied today died immediately who would be left? 

    God is a God of truth.  He cannot lie, since it is contrary to His character (Titus 1:2). The Holy Spirit is the ‘Spirit of truth’ who guides us into all truth (John 16:13; 14:16-17). God hates lying (Prov. 6:16-19).  ‘…all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death’ (Rev. 21:8, 27). 

    Those who love Jesus want to please Him and keep His commandments (John 14:15). Our physical body doesn’t function well if its members send false messages, like phantom pain. So, the body of Christ needs to speak truth to one another in love (Eph. 4:15). We are to put aside lying since we are members of the same body (Eph. 4:25), and speak what is good for necessary edification—building up—that it may impart grace to the hearers (Eph. 4:29).We are to think the truth (Phil. 4:8-9). We are to ‘love the truth (II Thess. 2:10). We are to ‘walk in truth’ (3John 3,4).  

    Are you known as a person of truth? Is you word your bond? Do you fulfill your word if at all possible? It is very important to speak truth in our hearts (Psa. 15:2). We are not to deceive ourselves (James 1:22) but be doers of the Word. 

    Satan’s deceptive ideas which we believe and live by are his strongholds in our hearts (II Cor. 10:4). If we do not receive the love of the truth, that we may be saved, God will send strong delusion, that we would believe the lie (II Thess. 2:11). Those who turn away from God exchange the truth of God for the lie (Rom. 1:25). The fundamental lie of Satan is what he told Eve in the Garden: You can be as gods, deciding for yourselves good and evil. Be your own god.

Today, he still tells us: You can decide for yourself what is good for you. Do you believe him? 
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153 E. Rolling Hills Dr., 426-5221

 

ESV Ephesians 4:29 Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear.

 

In Fellowship With

Mon.,  7:00 p.m. Bible Study in Colossians at Ford’s home

Tues., Jan. 31, 7:00 p.m.  Business Meeting

Tues.  9:00 a.m. Bible Study in Zechariah

Wed., 10:00 a.m. Women’s Bible Study 

Wed., 7:00 p.m. Youth at the church

Wed., 7:00 p.m. Bible study at Deffinbaugh’s home.

Friday, 10:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study at BCC.

 

TO REQUEST PRAYER  on the phone/email prayer chain

            Phone Patti Kempton  426-9587.

 

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES

1.  PRAY that we will be speak the truth and walk in the truth.

2.  PRAY for Lena Tober, recovery from shingles.

    PRAY for Evelyn Valley, in Alpine Way.

    PRAY for Donna Pollat—continuing chemo treatments.

3.  PRAY for those in the military and their families: Joshua Anderson—nephew of Tormanen’s;  Alistair Borchert, Caleb Howard, Brenden Kealy, Nathan Keith—son of Pastor Jack Keith;  Nyree Lensch—Willa’s granddaughter, Anthony O’Connor –Robert O’Connor’s grandson, Joshua Olson—son of Mike and Lynn.

4.  PRAISE for Brenden Kealy—return from deployment in Djibuti.

5.  PRAY for those needing more provision/work.

6.  PRAY for Mason County Christian School –seeking an administrator.

 

ESV Psalm 15:1 A PSALM OF DAVID.O LORD, who shall sojourn in your tent? Who shall dwell on your holy hill? 2 He who walks blamelessly and does what is right and speaks truth in his heart;

ESV Psalm 51:6 Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being, and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart.

 

ESV Philippians 4:8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9 What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me- practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.

GENEROSITY OR HYPOCRISY

Acts 5

1. GENEROSITY IN THE CHURCH

        Ananias and Sapphira followed this example.

        But, they kept part and brought part to the disciples.

        They were not required to bring anything to the disciples.

        But, they pretended to bring the whole price.

2. THE OFFENSE:  LYING.  THE PUNISHMENT: DEATH

        Satan filled Ananias’ heart.

        Satan is the father of lies. John 8:44; Gen. 3

        They lied to the Holy Spirit (5:3), to God (5:4), 

        They agreed together to test the Holy Spirit (5:9).

3. THINK ABOUT LYING

        Possible Motives:  fear, greed, pride, bitterness, hypocrisy 

        God cannot lie. (Titus 1:2) It is contrary to His character.

        Liars shall have their part in the lake of fire. (Rev. 21:8

        God hates hypocrisy—pretense—which is lying. (Prov. 6:16-19)

4. LOVE AND VALUE THE TRUTH

        We are to love the truth. (II Thess. 2:10). –walk in truth (3 John 3,4)

        We are to think the truth (Phil. 4:8-9) –obey the truth (I Pet. 1:22).    

        Speak truth with one another (Eph. 4:25).  Speak the truth in love (Eph. 4:15).

        Let all things be done for edification (I Cor. 14:26)

        Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, 
as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear. ESV Ephesians 4:29

5. GIVING SHOULD BE MOTIVATED BY LOVE

        Not by a desire for praise and recognition.

        DO YOU LOVE JESUS?  If you love me keep My commandments (John 14:15).


Love one another (John 13:34-35). 

6. DANGER OF DECEIVING OURSELVES

        Be doers of the Word and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.” Jam. 1:22

        ‘exchanged the truth of God for the lie’  Rom. 1:25

        ‘God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie.’ 2Thes. 2:11

        Satan’s lie: decide for yourselves good and evil, be your own god. Gen. 3:1-5

7. GREAT FEAR CAME UPON ALL THE CHURCH AND ALL WHO HEARD.

        Proper fear keeps us from danger.

        First mention of the believers as ‘the church’. 5:11

        The church was UNIFIED—ONE ACCORD  5:12

        The church  MULTIPLIED—multitudes of both men and women. 5:14             
The church was PERSECUTED—apostles were imprisoned, beaten. 5:18, 40.        
The church REJOICED that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for His 
name.  5:42

