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OUR NEED TO TRUST IN CHRIST IN EVERYTIllNG

Many people are not interested in heaven, caring only about their present happiness. But have they compared the lights of their liking

to the true light of God's Son? There is no light other than Jesus that

can lead to true joy now or to eternal life in days to come: not money, adventure, or success; not the pride of morality; not the pleasure of

sin. The only true light is Jesus Christ, and God in His grace sent Him into this world to be our Savior. What will happen to those who reject Him? How will God respond if they do not receive His Son, bowing

the knee and opening their hearts to believe and be saved? As John . declared, "Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him" (John 3:36).5

Christians have an equal need to believe on Jesus and His gospel. Faith in Christ is once for all in its effects, eternally reconciling a believer to God. But faith in Christ is not a once-for-all event. The greatest need of Christians is to exercise their faith in Christ-to make their belief not a mere assent but a living practice and habit.

Let me provide some practical examples. What if you are taken gravely ill? You might say that your greatest need would be to receive expert medical care. That is valuable, to be sure. But the greatest need of a gravely ill Christian is to know that God holds his or her life safe for all eternity, and to experience God's loving care and the peace

that only He can give. These things come only through the exercise

of faith in Christ. Likewise, what is the greatest need of a Christian

who gains success and worldly blessing? It is an active belief in Christ and His Word to protect him from pride and the snares of the world.

A Christian facing poverty most needs, not money, but the realization that God hears his or her prayers and takes care of His own. A Christian who is lonely needs first of all the companionship of Christ. A Christian beset by temptation needs a shield of protection. A Christian who is weary needs strength and refreshment. All of these come from one and the same source: belief in Jesus Christ, in His promises, in the teachings of His Word, and in the God and Father who rules over all and who, because of His great love for us, sent the true light into the world.

Let those who wish to witness Christ to the world therefore tend to their own faith in Jesus Christ above all else. It is often the simple exercise of faith in all of life's circumstances that bears the strongest witness. Devote yourself to God's Word, the bread that feeds our faith.
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"But woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint and rue and every herb, and neglect justice and the love of God. These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others." EsvLuke 11:42

Wed., 7:00 p.m. A Rebel's Guide to Joy, at Dan and Deb Deffinbaugh's home, 1510 Spencer Lake Road. Read Philippians 3:1-11 Joy in conflict.

ADUL T SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS is studying effective evangelism.

Business meeting Wed., Feb. 6, 7:00 p.m. at Ken and Sherry Ford's home. 1350 E. Jared Rd. (Changed to avoid missing two Wed. meetings.)

TRIP TO ISRAEL: Pastor Howard and Doris plan to travel to Israel Feb. 24 to March 7. Thanks for your gifts and prayers to make this possible.

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES

1. PRAY FOR progress on our church building and for wisdom for the building

committee and elders. Praise for grading permit approved.

2. PRAY FOR spiritual growth and love for Christ and for one another.

3. PRAY FOR Campus Life Club at Pioneer School on Thurs. after school.

Pray that these youth will come to know Christ.

4. PRAY FOR men and women in the county jail to come to Christ. Pray for

Lanya and Sash a and John who prayed to receive Christ.

5. PRAY FOR Evie Foist in Iraq, and her brother, Gabe Foist, in Afghanistan. 6. PRAY FOR Philip Howard in the Marines in Kuwait.

7. PRAY FOR Brenden Kealy who is in Fort Riley, Kansas for 6 weeks training

before deployment to Afghanistan. Pray for Mindy and girls.

8. PRAY FOR Don and Vi Burrows-health and care.

9. PRA Y FOR Zern Chapman whose wife of 64 years, Carolyn, went to be with

the Lord. A memorial service was held Sat., at Mercer Island.

RECEIPTS FOR 2007 CONTRIBUTIONS

If you have not received a receipt for your 2007 contributions to B.C.C. please contact Robert O'Conner. Thanks

Hear David Barton, nationally known authority on the Christian heritage of our country, in Tumwater at the Nazarene church, Tues., Jan. 29, 7:00 p.m.

"What is at stake in pastoral admonition and in preaching is not merely the Church's progress in sanctification but its perseverance in final salvation. There is no standing still in the Christian life. Either we are advancing toward salvation, or we are drifting away to destruction. Drifting is mortal danger (Heb. 2: 1). If we do not point our people to the inexhaustible riches of Christ so as to stir them up to go forward into more of God, then we encourage drifting downstream where they will make shipwreck of their faith. (I Tim. 1 :19)" John Piper



SOMETHING IMPORTANT IS MISSING Luke 11:37-12:1

1. DINNER AT THE PHARISEE'S HOME

Pharisees were dedicated to keeping their interpretation of the Mosaic law. Pharisee means 'separated' (from the common people).

Pharisees were proud of their religious activities.

They believed their religious activities made them acceptable to God. The Pharisee host was shocked that Jesus didn't 'ceremonially wash'

before eating.

2. JESUS' RESPONSE-calling them to repentance.

Don't clean only the outside, Clean the inside also. 11:39-40

Don't just tithe garden herbs, Learn justice and the love of God. 11 :42 Love of God includes:

Worship in spirit and truth: John 4:23-24

Honoring Jesus Christ. John 5:22-23

Obeying God's commandments. John 14:15,21-23


Having no other gods before Him. Ex. 20:3

Don't seek man's approval, Seek God's approval. 11:43

Don't be like a grave-full of corruption and dead bones 11 :44

This is a contaminated heart, that contaminates others.

3. JESUS' RESPONSE TO THE LA WYERS

Lawyers were experts in the law-like professors of theology.

They made rules for life, than evaded the rules by more clever rules. They superficially honored the prophets but despised the greatest prophet


who stood before them.


They claimed superior knowledge of God, but obstructed true knowledge


of God.

4. SCRIBES AND PHARISEES RESPONSE TO JESUS


-Attack the messenger

5. JESUS' W ARNING​

Jesus' purpose is to prevent our falling into this blindness.

Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.

Leaven is unseen, internal, spreading, permeating, souring, fermenting, Hypocrisy is self deception.

It is concealing what is and pretending what is not.

Everything covered will be displayed. 12:2

Secret conversation will become public. 12:3

Don't fear people, fear God who has power to cast into hell. 12:4-5

6. ANY SIGNS WE ARE MISSING THE LOVE OF GOD?

Comparison to others

Feeling accepted by God for our good life.

Occupied with temporal stuff instead of eternal values.

Fear of criticism instead of fear of God.

