Wed., 7:00 p.m.  Bible study at Deffinbaugh’s home
Thurs., 7:00 p.m.  5 Day Club Training & Prayer
Sat., 7:00 a.m. Men’s Fellowship

Sat., 10:00 a.m. Ladies Fellowship
July 18-22  10:00 to noon  Five Day Club

July 31 to Aug. 5  Teen Camp at Panhandle Lake

Aug. 14 -19 Junior Camp at Panhandle Lake

JULY SNACKS—provided by those with last names beginning T-Z
PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES
1. PRAY that we will support godly leaders.
2. PRAY for June Breithaupt whose father went to be with the Lord this past week. Also pray for the family. 
3. PRAY for those in the military:  Caleb Howard, Nyree Rinkevich, Joshua Anderson, Nathan Keith, Alistair Borchert, Brenden Kealy and their families.
4. PRAY for summer Bible club for children, July 18-22.  Pray for willing, capable workers and the right plans and preparation.
5. PRAY for those seeking employment. 
6. Pray for Earl Roger, Earl Modrow, Leroy Edwardson, Jeff Watkins—health needs, and for their families.
READ THE BIBLE FOR LIFE  (Week 26)
Read Amos, Hosea and Isaiah 1-4
Norm and Lena Tober
7504 Knollcrest Dr., Almond, NY 14804



GOD’S PLAN FOR CIVIL GOVERNMENT

Romans 13

1. CIVIL GOVERNMENT IS ORDAINED BY GOD.

Rom. 13:1-2; Daniel 4:17, 25, 32


The family has first responsibility for worship, training, order, and correction.

2. PROPER FUNCTIONS OF CIVIL GOVERNMENT


PROTECTION OF LIFE, LIBERTY, AND PROPERTY
Acts 21:27-37



LIFE at all stages, in all conditions. The value of human life is not dependent 



 on Size, Level of development, Environment, Degree of dependency



LIBERTY—spiritual liberty is in Christ. John 8:31-36




1st Amendment: freedom of religion, speech, press, assembly, petition


PROPERTY—Ex. 20:15; death taxes, excess taxation




Transactions—Prov. 20:10, 23; Deut. 25:13-16




Boundaries—Deut. 19:14; 27:17; Job 24:2; Prov. 22:28; 23:10; Hos. 5:10


PUNISHMENTOF EVIL DOERS Rom. 13:3-4; I Pet. 2:13-14




Speedily  Eccl. 8:11; Justly Ex. 23:1-9;Deut. 10:17; Deut. 16:19; 19:15-21

PROMOTION OF ORDER, PEACE, AND RIGHTEOUSNESS




I Tim. 2:1-2  Quiet and peaceable life
3. OUR RESPONSIBILITIES


We have ‘dual citizenship’.  Col. 1:13; Phil. 3:20-21; II Cor. 5:20

ACKNOWLEDGE authorities as appointed by God.  Rom. 13:1-3


Obey all that is right in God’s sight



Always obey the higher law when there are conflicts. Acts 5:29; Dan. 6:10

PRAY  I Tim. 2:1-3; II Chron. 7:14

PAY TAXES  Rom. 13:7

BE INFORMED



Religious Freedom Coalition  www.religiousfreedomcoalition.org 


Restore America  http://restoreamerica.org/


Renew America  http://www.renewamerica.com/


Act for America  http://actforamerica.org/


Faith and Freedom  http://www.faithandfreedom.us/


Family Research Council  http://www.frc.org/


Freedom Foundation  http://myfreedomfoundation.com/


Family Policy Institute of Washington  http://www.fpiw.org/


American Decency  americandecency.org

VOTE WISELY for those who support biblical values



VOTERS ARE RULERS


SPEAK FOR TRUTH AND RIGHTEOUSNESS to legislators and all.


Speak for the voiceless—who cannot speak for themselves. Prov. 24:11-12; 31:8-9.
GOD’S PLAN FOR CIVIL GOVERNMENT
Romans 13


We live in the ‘land of the free and the home of the brave’, but our liberty is fast being destroyed because we do not understand the nature of liberty, the value of liberty, or the price of liberty.

True liberty is not doing whatever you want. It is being what God designed us to be. It is wholeheartedly loving and serving God. It is humbling ourselves to repent and receive Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and living in fellowship with Him every moment. The people of Israel lived in bondage and confusion when every man did what was right in his own eyes (Judges 17:6).


Proper government begins with self government. Every person needs to live in the fear of God, realizing that every person shall give account of himself to God (Rom. 14:12). God has given us laws that provide order, stability, prosperity, and peace. Violating these laws always leads to confusion and poverty.  A stable country values and follows God’s laws. They cannot be violated without great loss.  A biblically informed conscience will guide a person to do right in God’s sight.


Civil government has been established by God to provide order and justice. It is responsible to protect the life, liberty and property of its citizens. It is responsible to establish just and righteous laws that equally apply to all citizens and rulers alike. Righteous laws define good and evil. Evil is to be justly and speedily punished. 


Human life is to be valued and protected in all stages of development and degrees of dependence. Every person is responsible to speak for those who are speechless and defenseless (Prov. 24:11-12; 31;8-9). 


Liberty to worship and serve the Lord is to be protected. Government should not compel religion, or exclude religion. Biblical principles of right and wrong should be the standard of all laws. While laws do not cause people to have hearts that love God, righteous laws restrain evil and promote good. ‘You cannot legislate morality’ is a half truth. Righteous laws restrain evil and encourage righteousness. There will be fewer abortions when they are prohibited by law. Life will be valued.

Ownership of property is the basis of progress. The state (civil government) is responsible to protect property that is justly obtained. The redistribution of wealth is a violation of God’s law. 


In the United States where citizens can vote and influence legislators citizens are rulers.  As rulers we are responsible to be wisely informed about current issues, and about the character and conduct of government officials. We are responsible to vote, and to vote wisely for those candidates who will promote righteousness in our government.  Christians are responsible to pray for our leaders, to pay taxes, and recognize the God-given authority of our leaders. 

We should pray for a great spiritual awakening in our nation. We should pray that there would be a great awareness that we need God in our hearts, our homes, our schools, our legislative assemblies, our courts, our businesses, and every part of life. No political party or person can restore order and prosperity to our land without humble submission to God. May we humbly seek God in Christ.    
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THE STATUE OF LIBERTY IN NEW YORK HARBOR
BRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH
500 E. North Island Drive, Shelton, WA 98584
360-426-6352
www.bccharstine.org
July 3, 2011

YOU ARE WELCOME

Bible Classes 9:30 a.m.; Worship 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Howard Spear

153 E. Rolling Hills Dr., 426-5221

For the LORD is our judge; the LORD is our lawgiver; the LORD is our king; he will save us. ESV Isaiah 33:22
In Fellowship With
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