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Jonah Preaching to the Ninevites 

BRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH 

Meeting at Harstine Community Hall 
May 3, 2009

YOU ARE WELCOME

www.bccharstine.org 
Pastor Howard Spear 
153 E. Rolling Hills Dr., -426-5221

" ... And rend your hearts and not your garments. Return to the 
LORD, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to 
anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and he relents over 
disaster. "ESV Joel 2:13 

In Fellowship With American Missionary Fellowship
Tues., 7:00 p.m. Bible ~tudy at Ford's home, 1350 E. Jared Rd. 

Wed., 7:00 p.m. Bible Study at Deffmbaugh's home, 1510 E. Spencer Lake 
Road. Study Romans 9 & 10 

Thurs., noon, National Day of Prayer meeting at Court House. Pray for our 
nation. Pray for God to be known and obeyed. 

Sat., May 9, 7:00 a.m. Men's Fellowship at Ken Ford's home. 

Leader: Bill Valley-Battling the Unbelief ofImpatience. Isa. 30: 1-5 
Sat., May 9, 10:00 a.m. Ladies Mtg. at Lisa Thiessen's home. 

Mon., May 11, Men's Leadership meeting-cancelled. 

Sat., June 13, 1:00 p.m. Ladies Friendship Tea. Sign up soon. 

MAY REFRESHMENTS-provided by names beginning with E through J. 

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES 

4. PRAISE: Carpet to be laid. 

5. PRAY we will be growing disciples, becoming like Christ. 

6. PRA Y FOR MEN AND WOMEN in the county jail and W.C.C. to come to 
Christ and grow in godly character: Sam, Leisa, Julie, Kim, Yolanda, Misty. 

4. PRAY FOR MEN AND WOMEN IN THE MILITARY: Evie Foist, 
Philip Howard, Nyree Rickovich, Joshua Anderson, Brendon Kealy and 
their families. 

5. PRAY FOR MISSIONARIES: Jeff and Adraian Howe and children. 

6. PRAY FOR TESS SMITH, a friend of Willa Smith, who is still in a lockdown 
institution. Pray the attorney can help her and God will deliver her 

7. PRAY FOR JOHN SWENSON-looking for work. Phone 898-7013 

April Financial Report 

General Fund Contributions 
Building Fund Contributions 
Regular disbursements 
General Fund Balance 
Building Fund Disbursements 
Building Fund Balance 
Missions Fund Disbursements 


June Breithaupt (AMF) 
125 


Mikel and Judy Crane (AMF) 
125 


Leeann Deutsch (AMF) 
125 


John and Maryann Pais (AMF) 
ISO 


Bible League 
75 


Dan and Monica Brown (Frontiers) 
100 


Far East Broadcasting Co. 
100 

Jonathan and Heidi Bamford (New Tribes Mission) 100 


Duane and Nadine Howe (New Tribes Mission) 
50 


Jeff and Adriana Howe (New Tribes Mission) 
100 


Olympia Union Gospel Mission 
75 


Carenet Pregnancy Center 
60 


Phil and Janelle Maycumber (UlM) 
100 


Language course for June & Leeann 
~ 

TOTAL MISSION DISBURSEMENTS 
1,862 

Missions Fund Balance 

$7,186 

730 
2,842 
13,220 
14,284 
43,101 

$2,129 

GOD IS GRACIOUS 

Jonah 3 

1. GOD WAS GRACIOUS TO JONAH 

God again called Jonah to go to Nineveh 
God gave Jonah the message to proclaim. 

God caused the people to respond to the message. 
2. GOD WAS GRACIOUS TO NINEVEH . 

· The Ninevites believed God. 

They fasted and wore sackcloth. 

The king ordered a fast & called the people to turn from evil and violence. 
'Cry mightily to God. 

'Let everyone turn from his evil way and from violence. 

"Who can tell if God will turn and relent and turn away from His fierce 
anger? 

Their lives changed. 3:10 

3. GOD WILL RELENT WHEN PEOPLE REPENT Joel 2:12-32 
WE MUST NEVER PRESUME UPON GOD'S GRACE. 

4. REPENTANCE IS THE FIRST WORD OF THE GOSPEL. 

John the Baptist-'bear fruits worthy of repentance' Matt. 3:8; Luke 3:8-14 
Jesus-'Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.' Matt. 4:17 
Peter-'repent, and .... be baptized in the name ofJesus Christ...Acts 2:38 
Pau1-'repent, turn to God and do works befitting repentance.' Acts 26:20 

WHAT IS REPENTANCE? 

1. Turn from self and the world to Christ. 

2. Turn to God for security, satisfaction, significance, strength, wisdom 
Value innocent human life, godly marriage. 

3. Repentance is conversion. 

4. Repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. Acts 20:21 
A martyr would rather die than disobey God. 

An unrepentant person would rather die than submit to God. 
Jonah would rather die than see his enemies forgiven. 

Remember Jesus' warnings. Matt. 11:20-24; Lu 11:29-32 
MORE LIGHT BRINGS GREATER RESPONSIBILITY. 

God's longsuffering leads us to repentance. II Pet. 3:9 
God's goodness leads us to repentance. Rom. 2:4 
God's conviction leads us to repentance. Acts 2:36-43 

LET US RESPOND TO GOD'S GRACE 

Draw near to God. Heb. 10:22; James 4:8 

Ask Him to change our hearts. Jer. 13:23; Joel 2: 12-14 

"We have to pray with our eyes on God, not on the difficulties." 
-Oswald Chambers 

GOD IS GRACIOUS 

God was gracious to Jonah. He had refused God's call to important service. 

God sent trials and troubles to correct Jonah and motivate him to obey. God can 
use unwilling people, but he usually uses committed obedient people. 

God was gracious to the Ninevites. He warned them of coming judgment. He 
gave them opportunity to repent. They believed God and turned to Him. 

God is gracious today. He is warning people of coming judgment because of 
our serious sins. We have more light than the Ninevites had. We have the Word 
of God, and the Spirit of God to warn us. Jesus has come, revealing God's love 
and grace, and providing forgiveness and life to all who receive Him. 

We must beware of taking God's grace for granted, assuming we can delay 
and turn to God when we want to. If we don't want to turn to God now, why think 
we will want to turn to God later? We are hardening our heart against God. We 
can only come to God when the Spirit of God draws us to God. ESV John 6:44 
"No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will 
raise him up on the last day." Ifwe resist the truth today, why imagine we will 
obey the truth later? What benefit is there in delay? We have no assurance of 
tomorrow. We only compound our trouble by delaying. We receive eternal 
blessing by humbling ourselves and wholeheartedly following Christ. 

We are also responsible for our influence on others. When we 
wholeheartedly follow Christ we influence our loved ones and friends to do 
likewise. 

Today is the right time to examine our hearts and ask: 

Am I trusting in Christ to forgive me and make me acceptable to God? 
Am I committed to wholeheartedly and promptly obeying Christ? 

Do I make excuses for careless and worldly thinking and living? 

Do I consistently meditate on the Word of God? 

Do I pray fervently for myself and others to walk with Christ? 
Is the fruit of the Spirit increasing in my life? Gal. 5:22-23 
Do I abide in Christ? John 15 

Do I delight in the Lord? Psa. 37:3-5 

Am I more concerned about what God thinks of me, or what others think? 
Am I willing to stand alone for righteousness if need be? 

Do I consistently look for God's way of escape from temptation? I Cor. 10: 13 
Do I desire a pure heart? 

Do I flee youthful desires and pursue righteousness, faith; love and peace 

with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart? II Tim. 2:22 
Is my life a godly example to those who know me? I Cor. 11: 1 
Am I a person of integrity? 

Are there any 'secret' sins-things I try to hide (but they are not hidden from 
God)? 

Do I forgive others as God in Christ has forgiven me? Eph. 4:32 
Am I depending on God's grace to enable me to grow? II Peter 3:18 

