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Good Pleasure to Give You the Kingdom (12:32b)

"Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has

been pleased to give you the kingdom." (12:32)

The reason we don't have to be afraid is because the Father gives us the kingdom. The Greek verb is a common one, didomi, " 'give something to someone,' 'give' in the sense 'grant, bestow,

impart. "[15]

What does that mean? What is this kingdom he is giving us?

· The full inheritance that belongs to the King,
· The full attention that is the right of the royal family,
· The full privilege of reigning alongside the King,
· The full provision of every need that we have,
· The full pardon for all our sins against the King and his kingdom, .
· The full love and favor of the King himself,
· and a whole lot more that we scarcely understand.
Wow! We're struggling with bills and food, and he bestows upon his his entire Kingdom in which all the riches and glory of God dwell. In the Kingdom is the answer for every need we have or will ever have. We focus on the need rather than the Kingdom and its glory which is the abundant, overflowing answer to the need! How stupid. How ungrateful! How unseeing we are! No wonder Jesus says, "Seek his kingdom, and all these things will be added to you" (12:31).

Jesus saw the Kingdom as present, at hand, as he preached and taught and healed. He also saw it as coming, "Thy Kingdom

come
" He lived in the unseen kingdom that was to fill with

glory as inevitably as the rising sun gilds the clouds with its rising.

But we're not finished yet. There is one more word in this sentence to consider. The word translated "pleased" is Greek eudokeo "be well pleased, take delight."[16] God doesn't grudgingly share his Kingdom with us. He doesn't do it because he promised and can't bring himself to go back on his word. Jesus says that he is delighted to give us the Kingdom. It is the Father's joy, his abundant pleasure to bestow upon us his kingdom. He has been waiting from all eternity to do this, and now is overjoyed to do it. I daresay the Father is more overjoyed to bestow upon you his entire Kingdom than you are to receive it.

Ralph Wilson
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"And He said to them, "Beware, and be on your guard

against every form of greed; for not even when one has

an abundance does his life consist of his possessions."

NAS Luke 12:15

Wed., 7:00 p.m. A Rebel's Guide to Joy, at Dan and Deb Deffinbaugh's home, 1510 Spencer Lake Road. Read Philippians 4:2-9. Joy in Anxiety

Tues., Jan. 29, 7:00 p.m. Hear David Barton, nationally known authority on the Christian heritage of our country, in Tumwater at the Mt. View Church of the Nazarene, 940 Israel Road, Tumwater

Sat., 9:00 am to noon PRAYER at David and Sandy Bamford's home, 120 Latham Lane, Bring praises, prayer requests, and Scripture treasure to share.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS is studying effective evangelism.

Sat., Feb. 9, 7:00 a.m. Men's Fellowship Study Daniel 6 Place:

Business meeting Wed., Feb. 6, 7:00 p.m. at Ken and Sherry Ford's home. 1350

E. Jared Rd.

TRIP TO ISRAEL: Pastor Howard and Doris plan to travel to Israel Feb. 24 to March 7. Thanks for your gifts and prayers to make this possible. Speakers: Feb. 24-Matt Reimer; March 2 & 9-Dave Harrison

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES

1. PRAY FOR progress on our church building and for wisdom for the building

committee and elders. Praise for grading taking place.

2. PRA Y FOR spiritual growth and love for Christ and for one another.

3. PRAY FOR Campus Life Club at Pioneer School on Thurs. after school.

Pray that these youth will come to know Christ.

4. PRAY FOR men and women in the county jail to come to Christ. Pray for

Lanya and Sasha and John who prayed to receive Christ.

5. PRAY FOR Evie Foist in Iraq, and her brother, Gabe Foist, in Afghanistan. 6. PRAY FOR Philip Howard in the Marines in Kuwait.

7. PRAY FOR Brenden Kealy who is in Fort Riley, Kansas for 6 weeks training

before deployment to Afghanistan. Pray for Mindy and girls.

8. PRAY FOR Don and Vi Burrows-health and care.

9. PRAY FOR Tormanen's. Joy's brother in S. Dakota died.

Two Categores of Men

Men fall into two categories:

1. "Men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous" (2 Tim 3 :2); or

2. "Men of truth, hating covetousness" (Ex 18:21). With Achan (Joshua 7) coveting began with his eyes ("When I saw"), went deeply into his mind and heart ("then I coveted them"), and ended up in his hands ("took them"). The end result was death.

Source Unknown



WHERE IS YOUR TREASURE?


Luke 12:4-34


I. FOLLOW CHRIST-Confess Christ 12:8


Do not fear men. 12:4


Rely on the Holy Spirit 12:11-12

II. BEWARE OF COVETOUSNESS

A man asked Jesus to tell his brother to divide the estate with him. Jesus would not be diverted trom His purpose.

Jesus used this as a teaching opportunity. He saw the true need.

THE RICH FARMER

For not even when one has an abundance does his life consist ()f his possessions." Luke 12:15 NASB

Great harvest, inadequate storage.

Planned for a long and pleasurable life.

Failed to consider the end of life and meeting God.

Planned to lay up treasure for himself (I, my-II times)

Advice for the Rich Farmer

Give thanks to the Giver

Seek the Lord's direction in managing His property.

Learn to be 'rich toward God'. 12:21

Be reconciled, be loving, obedient, in fellowship, abiding

III. SEEK THE KINGDOM OF GOD 12:22-34

Don't worry about your life-food and clothing

Consider the ravens 12:24

Consider the lilies 12:27

Do not seek food and clothing with an anxious mind. Phil. 4:6-9 Seek the kingdom of God

The King's honor and authority

Rely on our King's protection, provision, purpose,

Do not fear, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure t() give 1°\


kingdom.
. .qe


Sell what you have and give alms. I Tim. 6:6-21;

,

Do your givin' while you're livin', so you're knowin' where it's goU' .

Provide yourselves enduring treasure in the heavens

DANGERS-not working (I Thess. 3:10)

Not managing wisely, being wasteful (Luke 15: 13)


Being unwise givers
.

Being occupied with material stuff.

