Wed., 7:00 p.m.  TACTICS IN DEFENDING THE FAITH, by Greg Koukl at Dan and Deb Deffinbaugh’s home, 1510 E. Spencer Lake Road.  Bring a friend.

Next Sun., Matt Reimer will speak.

May 6, Dan Brown with Frontiers will speak at S.S. and church.

Wed., May 30, 7:00 p.m., BUSINESS MEETING

OLYMPIC BIBLE CAMP  Teens: (13 yr. old or finished grade 7—grade 12) July 22-27; Juniors: (8 yr. old or finished grade 3—grade 6) July 29-Aug. 3


$130 until June 23, $160 after June 23

PRAYER  OPPORTUNITIES

1.  PRAY FOR DON AND VI  BURROWS. Vi has been diagnosed with colon cancer. 

2.  PRAY FOR MARY ELLEN—healing of broken bones, help in housework.

3.  PRAY FOR ART COX, to be free of drugs and follow Christ wholeheartedly.

4.  PRAY FOR THE YOUTH FOR CHRIST CLUB at Pioneer School. Up to 50 students have participated.

5.  PRAY FOR JAN WALTON’S MOM, cared for at Jan’s home. 

6.  PRAY FOR BERNIE WALTON’S NEPHEW, MARK, injured in a serious fall, no feeling below his waist. 

7.  PRAY FOR DALE BALL to have restored strength and grace from God.   

8.  PRAY FOR THE FOIST FAMILY   Marine First Lieutenant Evy Foist, is in Faluja, Iraq. Her brother, Gabriel, has recently arrived in Afghanistan.
9.  Pray for Kris and Mary Jane Howe now in Brazil to help in the missionary school. 
10.  Pray for missionaries: Jonathan & Heidi Bamford, Dan & Monica Brown, Duane and Nadine Howe, Jeff and Adriana Howe, Phil & Janelle Maycumber, John and Maryann Pais, June Breithaupt and Leeann Deutsch.    
11.  Pray for the Carenet Pregnancy Center, Far East Broadcasting Company, and the Bible League.

12.  Pray for growth in our walk with Christ—to live in obedience and victory. Pray we will grow in our love for Christ and for one another. 

13.  Pray for Shawn, Tony, Tiffany, Cassandra, Lee, Marcy and Amy, who are in jail or prison, to follow Christ.

14.  Loved ones to pray for: ___________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________

WEBSITE FOR BRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH


bccharstine.org    Check it out.  It has been updated!

May is a month for refreshments. Will you help provide some?

Would you be willing and able to prepare a bulletin for the next two Sundays?

LEARNING TO LOVE TO GIVE
II Corinthians 8 & 9

1. IT IS MORE BLESSED TO GIVE THAN TO RECEIVE.




The widow gave all that she had.  Mark 12:41-44




Barnabas sold property and gave it to the apostles. Acts 4:36-37




Ananias and Sapphira gave and were struck dead!  Why? Acts 5:1-11

2. REASONS TO GIVE




We are under grace—we should give generously.




We lay up treasures in heaven.  Luke 18:22




We reap a harvest of righteousness.  II Cor. 9:10-11




We will be rich toward God.  Luke 12:13-21




We enjoy God’s blessing. II Cor. 9:8-10




Thanksgiving abounds toward God.  II Cor. 9:11





We have opportunity to trust God to provide for us.  Phil. 4:19




Essential needs of others are met.  II Cor. 8:13-14




We remember that everything we have belongs to God.  I Chron. 29:11-12




We learn eternal values, instead of materialism. Luke 16:14-16

3. PRINCIPLES OF GIVING




Give generously  II Cor. 9:6-7




Give cheerfully.  II Cor. 9:7




Give regularly—systematically. I Cor. 16:2




Give purposefully.  II Cor. 9:7




Give proportionately. II Cor. 8:12




Give wisely. 




Give worshipfully. I Cor. 10:31




Give quietly.  Matt. 6:1-4




Give timely. Prov. 3:27-28

4. 
REASONS WE MAY NOT GIVE




We don’t want to give.




We didn’t plan to give—so it never happens.




We don’t trust God to provide.



We don’t have much and want to keep what we have.



We don’t have agreement with our spouse.

5. REASONS WE SHOULD GIVE AT LEAST 1/10 OF OUR INCOME.




We want to honor the Lord with all we have.  Prov. 3:9-10




Our Lord commended giving a tithe.  Matt. 23:23; Luke 11:42




It opens God’s storehouse of blessing to us.  Mal. 3:8-10




It is a good place to begin in our giving.

"For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? 37 "Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? NKJ Mark 8:36
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Why Give 10% or More of Your Income to the Lord's Work

In stewardship speaking engagements across America and on five continents, I have discovered two things: 
First: Christians of all income levels have experienced spiritual joy, supernatural grace and divine help through the practice of making a specific commitment to GIVE 10% OR MORE of their resources to the Lord's work.

Second: The vast majority of pastors are reluctant to teach their congregations about money matters and Christian giving.

This list of 10 reasons to give 10% or more to the Lord's work was written to encourage laity and clergy that this subject can be biblically and practically taught and caught! When believers are taught to make it a priority to give to God first, it will ultimately bring greater financial freedom and blessing into their personal lives and to the ministries they support.

1. It is a tried and proven pattern of giving by godly people throughout the ages (regardless of cultures and income levels). Genesis 14:17-20, 28:16-22; Leviticus 27:30; Proverbs 3:9-10; Malachi 3:7-15; Matthew 23:23

2. It will help you revere God more in your life. Deuteronomy 14:23

3. It will bring God's wisdom and order to your finances and will help you harness the dragon of materialism. Matthew 6:19-21, 24-34; Luke 12:16-21; 1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19; Ecclesiastes 5:10

4. It will serve as a practical reminder that God is the Owner of everything you have. 1 Chronicles 29:11-18; Psalm 24:1-2; Psalm 59:10-12; Haggai 2:8

5. It will allow you to experience God's creative care and provisions in ways you would not otherwise experience. 1 Kings 17; Proverbs 3:9,10; Malachi 3:7-15; Haggai 1:4-11, 2:15-10; Luke 6:38; Deuteronomy 14:23; Proverbs 3:5,6; Malachi 3:8-10; Haggai 1:4-11, 2:15-19; 2 Corinthians 8:5

6. It will encourage your spiritual growth and trust in God. Deuteronomy 14:23; Proverbs 3:5,6; Malachi 3:8-10; Haggai 1:4-11, 2:15-19; 2 Corinthians 8:5

7. It will ensure you of treasure in heaven. 1 Timothy 6:18, 19; Matthew 6:19-21; Hebrews 6:10; 3 John 8; 1 Samuel 30:22

8. It will strengthen the ministry, outreach, and stability of your local church. Acts 2:42-27, 4:32; 2 Corinthians 9:12,13

9. It will help provide the means to keep your pastor and missionaries in full-time Christian service. 1 Corinthians 9:9-11,14; 1 Timothy 5:17,18; 3 John 5-8; Philippians 4:15-19; Galatians 6:6; Luke 8:3; 2 Kings 4:8-10

10. It will help accomplish needed building projects and renovations. 2 Chronicles 24:4-14; Exodus 35, 36; 2 Kings 12:2-16; 1 Chronicles 29:2-10; Ezekiel 1:4-6

Brian Kluth, Dimensions, Vol. 20, Fall, 1997, pp. 1-2, reprint by permission: Christian Stewardship Magazine
BRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH
meeting at

Harstine Community Hall

Sunday,  April 22,  2007   10:30 a.m.

YOU ARE WELCOME

Pastor Howard Spear

Residence: 153 E. Rolling Hills Drive, Shelton, WA 98584-8519

Phone: 360-426-5221

“ESV Acts 20:35 In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.'"

In fellowship with
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