Tues., 7:00 p.m. Fundamentals of Faith at Ken and Sherry Ford’s home, 1350 E. Jared Road.  

Wed., 7:00 p.m.  BIBLE STUDY at Dan and Deb Deffinbaugh’s home, 1510 E. Spencer Lake Rd. Ravi Zacharias, Deliver Us from Evil.  #8 The Privatization of Belief    Study II Samuel 11; Matt. 12:34-37; Mark 7:21-23

Thurs., 2:00 p.m. PICNIC at Simpson Recreation Area, Mason Lake, 

NO DINNER AT CHURCH NEXT WEEK—COME TO THE PICNIC

Sat., Aug. 25, 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.  Festival of Hope at Loop Field 

On Franklin Street, Shelton

PRAYER  OPPORTUNITIES

1.  PRAY FOR Bob and Lisa Thiessen who are traveling to the Philippines to visit family.

2.  PRAY FOR progress on our church building.

3.  PRAY FOR spiritual growth and love for one another and for Christ.

4.  PRAY FOR those in need in our fellowship

THE GOLDEN RULE 

Do for others as you would like them to do for you. NLT Luke 6:31
   Ah! The "Golden Rule" is so straightforward, isn't it? Sometimes we make things, especially religious things, far too complicated and complex. I love the Bible because it is so often practical and plain when God deals with our behavior. You want to know how to treat someone? Then do for them what would be a blessing if it were done to you! If it wouldn't bless, encourage, build up, support, comfort, or help you, then don't do it to them. If it would hurt, wound, depress, spite, or discourage you, then don't do it to them. Treat others with the same dignity, kindness, love, respect, and tenderness with which you would like to be treated. Simple to understand; revolutionary to do!

PRAYER:

   Almighty God, thank you for making some things so simple to understand. Please fill my heart with your love as I try to live the "Golden Rule" in my relationships. In the name of the Lord Jesus I pray. Amen.

VALUES OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD

Luke 6:20-38

1. FOUR POPULAR VALUES  6:20-26


Wealth, food, pleasure, popularity

Values of God’s kingdom: faith in God, hunger for God, grief over sin, 


obedience to God 

Highest loyalty --for the Son of Man’s sake

Take the long term view

Would you take $10,000 today or one cent doubled daily for 30 days?

Will you seek the world’s satisfaction or Jesus’ eternal treasure?

2. FOUR EXPRESSIONS OF GODLY CHARACTER 6:27-28, Matt. 5:43-48


Love your enemies.  Rom. 5:8-10



This is a choice to do good to the one who would harm you.


Do good to those who hate you.  Matt. 5:45



Express Christ’s love; don’t return the hate.


Bless those who curse you. 



Speak well of those who curse you.


Pray for those who spitefully use you.



Seek God’s blessing on those who have harmed you.

3. GIVE TO HIM WHO ASKS OF YOU


We must understand the basic need, and do what is best for the person.


Remember II Thess 3:10: “If anyone will not work, neither shall he eat.”

4. THE ‘GOLDEN RULE’ IS POSITIVE


“And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to them.” Lu. 6:31ESV


Hillel said, “What you would not want done to you, don’t do to others.”


It is the application of  “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Lev. 19:18, 34


It is the fulfillment of the law.  Rom. 13:8-10



Such as: warning of danger, providing help; providing a good example;



sharing good things; respect, acceptance, patience, forgiveness,


Do you seek to live by the ‘Golden Rule’?

5. JESUS CALLS US TO ‘BE SONS OF THE HIGHEST’ 6:35;  Matt. 5:48


Do more than ‘sinners’   6:32, 33, 34


Love our enemies 6:35


Be merciful. 6:36


Do not judge, condemn  6:37:  John 7:24; 


Give to needs 6:38

HOW TO LIVE IN HARMONY

Christ’s basic law for harmonious co-existence with others is found in Luke 6:31: “As you would that men should do to you, do also likewise.”  Matthew states it: “All things whatsoever you would that men should do to you, do even to them; for this is the law and the prophets.” Matt. 7:12. 


It is said that Emperor Severus was so enchanted by this law when he heard it that he appointed a reader to repeat it aloud every time someone came before him for judgment. He also ordered it to be written in large letters in the most frequented rooms of the palace and in many public buildings. Though an idolater, the Emperor honored Christ as the One who had told them how to live justly, and he even included Christ among the gods.

LOVE FOR A COMPETITOR


A young man left his employer, a lumber merchant, and began business in competition with him. For a while he prospered greatly and got many orders that would have gone to the firm he had left. But just when his business seemed to be most flourishing, and he had more orders than he could supply, a huge fire in his yard destroyed all his lumber. The day after the fire he saw his former employer coming toward his office. He said later, “I could have hated him, for I thought he was coming to gloat over my misfortune. But he came to me as a friend in need and said, “I know you have agreed to supply lumber to your customers by certain dates, and this unfortunate fire makes it impossible for you to do it. My lumber yard is at your disposal. You can have what you need and pay me at your own convenience. Your business may go on as usual.’” The young man was overwhelmed by this expression of the Golden Rule; the rivalry and hatred that he had felt was replaced by peace.

DOING GOOD

The horse of a godly man strayed into the road and his neighbor put him into the pound. Meeting the owner soon after, he told him what he had done. “And if I catch him in the road again I’ll do it again.”


The other replied, “Neighbor, not long ago, I looked out of my window in the night and saw your cattle in my field. And I drove them out and shut them into your pasture, and I’ll do it again. The first man liberated the horse from the pound and paid the fine himself.
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BRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH
meeting at

Harstine Community Hall

Sunday, August 12,  2007   10:30 a.m.

YOU ARE WELCOME

Pastor Howard Spear

Residence: 153 E. Rolling Hills Drive, Shelton, WA 98584-8519

Phone: 360-426-5221

And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to them. ESV Luke 6:31
In fellowship with
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