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FINDING FORGIVENESS

Because of Christ's death on our behalf, forgiveness is available to all.

The word "gospel" means "good news." The good news is that God loves you, and desires to freely forgive you for all your sins, no matter how ugly or destructive. But before the good news can be appreciated we must know the bad news. The bad news is that there is true moral guilt, that all of us are guilty of many moral offenses against God. "All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23).

The Hebrew word for sin means literally "to miss the mark." Sin is falling short of God's holy standards. Sin separates us from a relationship with God (Isaiah 59:2). Sin deceives us and makes us think that wrong is right and right is wrong (Proverbs 14:12). The Bible says, "The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord" (Romans 6:23).

Jesus Christ is the Son of God who loved us so much that he became a member of the human race to deliver us from our sin problem (John

3: 16). He came to identify with us in our humanity and our weakness, but did so without being tainted by our own sin, self-deception and moral failings (Hebrews 2:17-18; 4:15-16). Jesus died on the cross as the only one worthy to pay the penalty for our sins that was demanded by the holiness of God (2 Corinthians 5:21). Being God, and being all​powerful, he rose from the grave, defeating sin and conquering death (1 Corinthians 15:3-4, 54-57).

When Christ died on the cross for us, he said, "It is finished" (John 19:30). The Greek word (teleo) translated "it is finished" was commonly written across certificates of debt when they were canceled. It meant "Paid in Full." Christ died so that the certificate of debt consisting of all our sins could once and for all be marked, "Paid in Full."

One very healthy thing you can do is to reach out in love to others. When we focus on ourselves we tend to get drawn back into our past sins. When.we focus on helping others, we experience the exhilaration of being used by God. You may find others who have and are struggling with temptations and situations you have faced. God can use your own experience to equip you to help them, and share with them the love and

guidance he has given you.
Randy Alcorn
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"And he said to the woman, "Your faith has saved you;


. "

go III peace.. Luke 7:50

In fellowship with American Missionary Fellowship
Tues., 7:00 p.m. Fundamentals of Faith at Ken and Sherry Ford's home, 1350 E. Jared Road.

Wed., 7:00 p.m. BIBLE STUDY at Dan and Deb Deffinbaugh's home, 1510 E. Spencer Lake Rd. Ravi Zacharias, Deliver Us from Evil #11 Restoring the Soul. Study II Chron. 34-35. What is needed to 'restore our souls'?

MEN'S FELLOWSHIP, Sat., 7:00 a.m. at Ken and Sherry Ford's home, 1350 Jared Rd. Study Daniell. What was out of Daniel's control? What was within his control? What choices did he make? How does this help us follow Christ?

BRIDGE LADIES FELLOWSHIP Sat., 10:30 - 12:00. Meet at Carenet Pregnancy Center, 2233 Jefferson St., Carpool if you can. Bring sack lunch. Drink & dessert provided.

VOICE OF THE MARTYRS-Sat., Sept. 15, Olympia, 9:00 to 4:30 Capital Vision Christian Church, 1775 Yew Ave. NE, Olympia

Speakers are from the persecuted church and those who work with them..

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES

I. PRA Y FOR progress on our church building.

2. PRA Y FOR spiritual growth and love for one another and for Christ. 3. PRAY FOR those in need in our fellowship

GIVING OPPORTUNITY -The Pension Protection Act of 2006 allows traditional and Roth individual retirement account (IRA) owners, age 70 Y2 and older to transfer directly up to $100,000 from their IRA's to public charities and churches. Although no charitable deduction would be allowed for this donation, the amount of the distribution to the charity would be not be taxed as income. And, any direct rollover to the charity would satisfy the IRA required minimum distribution provision as well. This provision expires on


Dec. 31, 2007

There is one eternal principal which will be valid as long as the world lasts. The principle is -- Forgiveness is a costly thing. Human forgiveness is costly. A son or a daughter may go wrong; a father or a mother may forgive; but that forgiveness has brought tears ... There was a price of a broken heart to pay. Divine forgiveness is costly. God is love, but God is holiness. God, least of all, can break the great moral laws on which the universe is built. Sin must have its punishment or the very structure of life disintegrates. And God alone can pay the terrible price that is necessary before men can be forgiven. Forgiveness is never a case of saying: "It's all right; it doesn't matter." Forgiveness is the most costly thing in the world.

William Barclay in The Letter to Hebrews.



RECOGNIZING YOUR NEED Luke 7:17-50

I. JOHN'S QUESTION


Are you the Coming One or should we look for another?

2. JESUS' ANSWER


Deeds of Mercy Isa. 35:5; 61:1

3. JESUS' PRAISE OF JOHN

His courage-He spoke the truth.

His purpose-He prepared the way for Jesus

His greatness-He was greatest of men

4. TWO DIFFERENT RESPONSES

Repentance and baptism

Rejection and blindness to the truth

5. THE UNRESPONSIVE GENERATION

Didn't play wedding

Didn't play funeral

6. THE WOMAN WHO FOUND FORGIVENESS

Dinner in the Pharisee's house

The sinful woman by Jesus' feet.

Washed his feet with her tears

Wiped his feet with her hair

Anointed his feet with precious perfume

The Parable of the Two Debtors


Neither could pay, both were forgiven


Jesus forgives the Woman


Your sins are forgiven.


Your faith has saved you. Go into peace

WHAT NEEDS DO YOU RECOGNIZE?

HAVE YOU COME TO JESUS FOR FORGIVENESS, ACCEPTANCE, SECURITY, PEACE, LIFE?

Your faith has saved you". Saved me from what? When we look at the verses before we see what we are saved from, we are saved from the punishment that our sins deserve. The point of this passage, as can be seen from verses 47-50 is that my sins are forgiven and that faith in Jesus, in what he accomplishes on the cross, is what saves me. As a result we can go in peace.

See the church website: bccharstine.org

