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COMPASSION

'Jesus had compassion on her.' (Luke 7:13) The Greek word, splagchnizesthai, means to be moved with compassion. This verb comes from the noun, splagchna, which means the heart, the lungs, the liver and the intestines. The Greeks held these to be the seat of the emotions, especially of anger, of anxiety, offear, and even of love. It is the strongest word in Greek for the feeling of compassion.

In the New Testament the word is used only in the Synoptic Gospels and except for three occurrences in the parables, it is always used of Jesus. In the parables it is used ofthe master who had compassion on the servant who was unable to pay his debt (Matt. 18:33), the father who welcomed home the prodigal son (Luke 15:20), and the Samaritan who helped the wounded traveler (Lu. 10:33). Jesus was moved with compassion when he saw the crowd like sheep without a shepherd (Matt. 9:36), when he saw the hungry crowd (Matt. 14:14; 15:32; Mk. 8:2). Jesus had compassion on the leper (Mk. 1 :41), the two blind men (Matt. 20:34) and the widow at Nain (Luk 7:13). The father of the epileptic son appealed for Jesus to have compassion on his demon possessed son (Mk 9:22).

Jesus was moved by the spirituallostness of the crowd. The Pharisees said, "This crowd that does not know the law is accursed." Jesus had compassion, saying, "There is joy in the presence of the angels of heaven over one sinner who repents." (Lu. 15:10). Jesus was moved by the hunger and pain of people. He was moved to help the sick and the hungry. He cared for the suffering. He was moved by the sorrow of others. He felt the widow's grief as the funeral crowd was going to bury her son.

To the Stoics, the highest thinkers of the age, the supreme and essential characteristic of God is apatheia, which means incapability of feeling. They believed that if someone can bring joy or sorrow to another he has power over him. If man could bring joy or sorrow to God it would mean man had power over God. So God must be without feeling, so that he is greater than man.

The Stoics also taught that man should become like God-without feeling. He should learn to be unfeeling about everything. He should train himself not to care ifhe loses something-an object, some clothing, a dog, a horse, an estate, an injury to one's body, children, wife, brothers. Just say, 'It doesn't matter. I don't care.'

But God has revealed Himself as one who cares, who feels with us. "I will make all My goodness pass before you, and I will proclaim the name of the LORD

before you. I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion." (Ex. 33:19)

Edited from New Testament Words by William Barclay
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"When the Lord saw her, He had compassion on her and

said to her, "Do not weep." Luke 7:13

In fellowship with


CW. American Missionary

I FELLOWSHIP

Tues., 7:00 p.m. Fundamentals of Faith at Ken and Sherry Ford's home, 1350 E. Jared Road.

Wed., 7:00 p.m. BIBLE STUDY at Dan and Deb Deffinbaugh's home, 1510 E. Spencer Lake Rd. Ravi Zacharias, Deliver Us from Evil. #10 Consider how we can become wise and follow the truth. Provo 9:10; John 8:32; Psa. 15:2;

Job 28:28; Provo 3:13-18; James 3:13-18.

Bring refreshments to share following church next month.

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES

1. PRA Y FOR progress on our church building.

2. PRAY FOR spiritual growth and love for one another and for Christ. 3. PRAY FOR those in need in our fellowship

But God

I know not, but God knows; Oh, blessed rest from fear! All my unfolding days

To Him are plain and clear.

Each anxious, puzzled "Why?" From doubt or dread that grows, Finds answer in this thought:

I know not, but He knows.

I cannot, but God can; Oh, balm for all my care! The burden that I drop His hand will lift and bear.

Though eagle pinions tire, I walk where once I ran, This is my strength to know I cannot, but He can.

I see not, but God sees; Oh, all sufficient light! My dark and hidden way To Him is always bright.


GREAT FAITH Luke 7:1-16

1. THE CENTURION

A soldier, an officer over approximately 100 men

A Gentile-unclean to the Jews

Compassionate-his servant was dear to him

Generous-built the synagogue in Capemaum

Humble-did not think himself worthy of Jesus' coming


Did not deserve Jesus' coming to his house or healing his servant


Had great faith-commended by Jesus


Recognized Jesus' great authority


2. LESSONS TO LEARN


Synoptic problem: who came to Jesus? Matt. 8:5-13: Luke 7:1-8


Jesus welcomed Gentiles Matt. 8: 11-12


Faith, not racial origin, connects us to God


Faith grows by knowing Jesus.

The centurion understood Jesus' authority.

'Without faith it is impossible to please [God]. Heb. 11:6

Faith is foundational. II Peter 1:5

Faith without love is nothing. I Cor. 13:2

We should desire increased faith. Luke 17:5

Faith grows by walking with God.

Faith is a gift. Eph. 2:8-9

3. RAISING THE WIDOW'S SON ATNAIN

Two crowds: Jesus' followers and the funeral procession

Two sons: Son of God, and the widow's dead son

Two sufferers: Man of Sorrows, and the bereaved mother

Two enemies: Jesus, and death

No names given, no knowledge of Jesus, no expectations

Jesus had compassion on her. 7: 13

Jesus had power to raise the dead

Jesus touched the open coffin, and spoke to the dead man.

The dead man sat up and began to speak.

Response of the people: fear seized them all

They glorified God saying, A great prophet has arisen among us.


And, God has visited his people.
.

How do we experience Jesus' compassion?

How do we show Jesus' compassion to others?

My strained and peering eyes May close in restful ease, And I in peace may sleep;

I see not, but He sees.

-Annie Johnson Flint

