Wed., 7:00 p.m.  A Rebel’s Guide to Joy, at Dan and Deb Deffinbaugh’s home, 1510 Spencer Lake Road.  Read Philippians 2.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS is studying effective evangelism.

Bring refreshments to share after church in January.

Sat., Jan. 12, 7:00 a.m. Men’s Fellowship at Ken Ford’s home. Study Dan. 5.

Business meeting  Wed.,  Jan. 23 or 30,  need a place.

NEW Telephone Prayer Chain sheet available.

To Request Prayer, first phone Lori Wood (426-3810), if unable to reach her, phone Betty McClain (426-2912); if unable to reach her, phone Doris (426-5221).

PRAYER  OPPORTUNITIES

1.  PRAY FOR progress on our church building and for wisdom for the building committee and elders.  Praise for grading permit approved.

2.  PRAY FOR spiritual growth and love for Christ and for one another.

3.  PRAY FOR Campus Life Club at Pioneer School on Thurs. after school. Pray that these youth will come to know Christ.

4.  PRAY FOR men and women in the county jail to come to Christ.  Pray for Lanya and Sasha who prayed to receive Christ .

5.  PRAY FOR Evie Foist in Iraq, and her brother, Gabe Foist, in Afghanistan.

6.  PRAY FOR Philip Howard in the Marines.

7.  PRAY FOR Brenden Kealy who is going to Fort Riley Kansas for 6 weeks training before deployment to Afghanistan. Pray for Mindy and girls.

8.  PRAY FOR Don and Vi Burrows—health and care.

GIVING OPPORTUNITY
Owners of traditional or Roth IRA who are at least 70 ½ years old can distribute up to $100,000 tax free to the charities or non-profit organizations of their choice—but only until the end of December 2007. Be sure to contact your financial advisor immediately so you can make this gift before the end of the year.

He who runs from God in the morning will scarcely find Him the rest of the day.


John Bunyan
Ivan endures all the horrors of a Soviet prison camp. One day he is praying with his eyes closed when a fellow prisoner notices him and says with ridicule, "Prayers won't help you get out of here any faster." Opening his eyes, Ivan answers, "I do not pray to get out of prison but to do the will of God." 

Our Daily Bread, December 29, 1993
WHY PRAY?

We are dependent on God for everything.

God commands us to pray.

I. PARABLE OF THE PERSISTENT FRIEND


Friend with bread—GOLD


Friend with a needy traveler friend—SILVER


Hungry traveler—COPPER

God is like Gold—has resources, willing to give


God is unlike Gold—doesn’t sleep, isn’t grumpy

We are like Silver—know both God and needy friends.


Are we like Silver in knowing where to get help, persistence?

Our friends are like Copper—spiritually needy, hungry


What do our friends need?  Christ, love, peace, joy

II. JESUS INSTRUCTION TO PRAY


Ask, seek, knock—present tense: ‘keep on asking’


Promise of God’s answer


Why does God delay?



So we will value the answer—life is a treasure hunt.



Persistence reveals we know God is the only source.



Persistence focuses our attention on God.

III. PARABLE OF THE GOOD FATHER


Son asks for bread—not given a stone


Son asks for a fish—not given a snake


Son asks for an egg—not given a scorpion


CONTRAST:  human fathers have fallen nature but give good gifts



God is totally good—will only give good gifts.

IV. THE GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT


What is God’s best gift?  Eph. 3:14-21


How is the Holy Spirit given?


What is the evidence that we are filled with the Spirit?


Eph. 5:18  “Be filled with the Spirit


1. Imperative—a command, not optional


2. Passive—The Spirit is the gift of God.


3. Present—indicates continuous action: ‘keep on being filled’


4. Plural—for every Christian

While very ill, John Knox, the founder of the Presbyterian Church in Scotland, called to his wife and said, "Read me that Scripture where I first cast my anchor." After he listened to the beautiful prayer of Jesus recorded in John 17, he seemed to forget his weakness. He began to pray, interceding earnestly for his fellowmen. He prayed for the ungodly who had thus far rejected the gospel. He pleaded in behalf of people who had been recently converted. And he requested protection for the Lord's servants, many of whom were facing persecution. As Knox prayed, his spirit went Home to be with the Lord. The man of whom Queen Mary had said, "I fear his prayers more than I do the armies of my enemies," ministered through prayer until the moment of his death. Our Daily Bread. April 11

Prayer will make a man cease from sin, or sin will entice a man to cease from prayer."

John Bunyon
How important is faithfulness in prayer? Dr. Wilbur Chapman often told of his experience when, as a young man, he went to become pastor of a church in Philadelphia. After his first sermon, an old gentleman said to him, "You're pretty young to be pastor of this church. But you preach the Gospel, and I'm going to help you all I can." Dr. Chapman thought, "Here's a crank." But the man continued: "I'm going to pray for you that you may have the Holy Spirit's power upon you. Two others have covenanted to join with me in prayer for you." Dr. Chapman said, "I didn't feel so bad when I learned he was going to pray for me. The 3 became 10, the 10 became 20, and 20 became 50, the 50 became 200 who met before every service to pray that the Holy Spirit might come upon me. I always went into my pulpit feeling that I would have the anointing in answer to the prayers of those who had faithfully prayed for me. It was a joy to preach! The result was that we received 1,100 into our church by conversion in three years, 600 of whom were men. It was the fruit of the Holy spirit in answer to prayer!"    Source Unknown.
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BRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH

meeting at

Harstine Community Hall

Sunday, December 30, 2007   10:30 a.m.

YOU ARE WELCOME

Pastor Howard Spear

Residence: 153 E. Rolling Hills Drive, Shelton, WA 98584-8519

Phone: 360-426-5221

And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened. ESV Luke 11:9-10
In fellowship with
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