Tues., 7:00 p.m. Bible Study in James 2 at Ken and Sherry Ford’s home, 1350 E. Jared Road.  

Wed., 7:00 p.m.  The Supremacy of Christ and the Gospel in a Postmodern World, byTim Keller at Dan and Deb Deffinbaugh’s home—1510 Spencer Lake Rd.  

October 21-27  CHRISTIAN HERITAGE WEEK in Washington State,


Declared by Governor Christine Gregoire.

No dinner at church today.  Many ladies are at Cannon Beach Conf.

Sat., 9:00 to noon PRAYER TIME at Bamfords. Plan to participate.

Invite those with needs to come and be prayed for. Read Psa. 96 and 67.

PRAYER  OPPORTUNITIES

1.  PRAY FOR progress on our church building and for wisdom for the building committee and elders.

2.  PRAY FOR spiritual growth and love for Christ and for one another.

3.  PRAY FOR Campus Life Club at Pioneer School on Thurs. after school. Pray that these youth will come to know Christ.

4.  PRAY FOR men and women in the county jail. Pray for Ben to have saving faith in Christ. Pray for Monica and Sierra to come to Christ.

5.  PRAY FOR Evie Foist in Iraq, and her brother, Gabe Foist, in Afghanistan.

SONGS


210
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty


686
O God, Our Help


540
My Hope is Built



In Christ Alone



The Name of Jesus

The more we know of God, the more unreservedly we will trust him; the greater our progress in theology, the simpler and more childlike will be our faith. 

J. G. Machen. 
The New Testament never says that a man is saved on account of his faith, but always that he is saved through his faith, or by means of his faith; faith is merely the means which the Holy Spirit uses to apply to the individual soul the benefits of Christ's death." 

J. Gresham Machen, What is Faith, p. 180. 
IS JESUS BLESSING YOU OR BEARING WITH YOU?

Luke 9:37-62

I. A FAITHLESS AND PERVERSE GENERATION  9:37-42


1. A Troubled Father—concerned for his only son.



‘If you can do anything have compassion on us and help us!’


Jesus reply: ‘If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes.’


The father says, ‘Lord, I believe, help my unbelief. ‘ Mk. 9:23-24


2. Demon-possessed boy: convulsions, seizures, grinding teeth,



cast into the fire and water, deaf and mute.


3. Helpless Disciples—arguing instead of praying.  Mk. 9:14


4. Jesus Rebukes their lack of faith and twisted thinking. 9:41


5. Jesus Heals the boy and gives him to his father. 9:42


6. Disciples’ question: “Why could we not cast it out?”


Because of your little faith.  Matt. 17:19-20

II. JESUS’ SECOND PREDICTION OF SUFFERING.  9:43-45


‘Let these words sink down into your ears!’


The disciples did not understand.


It was hidden from them. They were afraid to ask.

III. THE DISCIPLES DISPUTE ABOUT GREATNESS   9:46-50


The least will be great. 


Who is devalued today in our culture?  Unborn, elderly, handicapped


A child is dependent, teachable, trusting.  Eph. 3:8


The problem of pride, of comparison to others.

IV. JESUS’ DETERMINATION TO GO TO JERUSALEM.  9:51


Disciples are afraid.  Mk. 10:32


Rejected by the Samaritans.  9:52-53


Disciples want judgment. 9:54   Why were they prejudiced?


Jesus rebuked the disciples. 9:55-56

V. THE TRUE COST OF DISCIPLESHIP  9:57-62;  Mt. 8:18-22


1. Jesus had no material comfort.



‘Before you follow Me, count the cost.’


2. Jesus calls us to follow Him NOW. 9:59-60



‘Seize the opportunity. It may not return.’


3. Jesus calls for wholehearted loyalty. 9:61-62



Lukewarm service offends Jesus.  Rev. 3:15-16
"He who listens to a life-giving rebuke
will be at home among the wise.
He who ignores discipline despises himself,
but whoever heeds correction gains understanding." (Proverbs 15:31-32)

Criticism is always difficult to accept, but if we receive it with humility and a desire to improve our character it can be very helpful. Only a fool does not profit when he is rebuked for his mistakes. Several years ago I read a helpful article on this subject. It stated that when we are criticized we ought to ask ourselves whether the criticism contains any truth. If it does, we should learn from it, even when it is not given with the right motivation and in the right spirit. The article then offered these four suggestions: (1) Commit the matter instantly to God, asking Him to remove all resentment or counter-criticism on your part and teach you the needed lessons. (2) Remember that we are all great sinners and that the one who has criticized us does not begin to know the worst about us. (3) If you have made a mistake or committed a sin, humbly and frankly confess it to God and to anyone you may have injured. (4) Be willing to learn afresh that you are not infallible and that you need God's grace and wisdom every moment of the day to keep on the straight path. 

When we are criticized, let's accept what is true and act upon it, thereby becoming a stronger person. He who profits from rebuke is wise. 

Source Unknown. 

God delights to increase the faith of His children...I say, and say it deliberately--trials, difficulties and sometimes defeat, are the very food of faith...We should take them out of His hands as evidences of His love and care for us in developing more and more that faith which He is seeking to strengthen in us. 

George Mueller. 
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BRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH
meeting at

Harstine Community Hall

Sunday, October 21, 2007   10:30 a.m.

YOU ARE WELCOME

Pastor Howard Spear

Residence: 153 E. Rolling Hills Drive, Shelton, WA 98584-8519

Phone: 360-426-5221

And [Jesus] said to them, "Whoever receives this child in my name receives me, and whoever receives me receives him who sent me. For he who is least among you all is the one who is great." ESV Luke 9:48
In fellowship with
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