JESUS CHRIST HUMBLED HIMSELF Philippians 2

I. JESUS' HUMILIATION.

I. He was in the form of God, but didn't hang onto this.

2. He made Himself of no reputation.

3. He took the form of a servant.

4. He took the appearance of a man.

5. He became obedient unto death.

6. He suffered the death of a condemned criminal.

7. He became our sin bearer.

II. JESUS' EXALTATION

I. God has given Him a name above every name.

2. Every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.

III. OUR RESPONSE

Obey and work out your own salvation

God is at work in you, both to will and to do for His good pleasure.

Do all things without murmuring and disputing.

Become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault among a crooked and perverse generation

Be lights in the midst of the spiritual darkness.

Holding fast the word of life

IV. THREE MEN WHO FOLLOWED CHRIST

I. Paul-poured out as a drink offering

2. Timothy-seeking the honor of Christ

proven character

served as a son with his father

3. Epaphroditis

brother, fellow worker, fellow soldier

your messenger

came close to death, risking his life for the work of Christ.

V. SOME ASPECTS OF HUMILITY

Seeing the contrast between my sinfulness and God's holiness. 

Recognizing my total inability to accomplish anything for God apart from His grace.

Understanding how deceitful the heart is.

Quickly redirecting praise to God and others.

Distinguishing between flattery and praise.

VI. LOOK FOR OPPORTUNITIES TO BE HUMBLE


Then you will receive the grace of God. James 4:6-10

Passion for Praise

I am the least of the apostles. - 1 Corinthians 15:9

I am the very least of all the saints. - Ephesians 3:8

I am the foremost of sinners. - 1 Timothy 1:15

Humility and a passion for praise are a pair of characteristics which together indicate growth in grace. The Bible is full of self-humbling (man bowing down before God) and doxology (man giving praise to God). The healthy heart is one that bows down in humility and rises in praise and adoration. The Psalms strike both these notes again and again. So too, Paul in his letters both articulates humility and breaks into doxology. Look at his three descriptions of himself quoted above, dating respectively from around A.D. 59,63, and 64. As the years pass he goes lower; he grows downward! And as his self-esteem sinks, so his rapture of praise and adoration for the God who so wonderfully saved him rises.

Undoubtedly, learning to praise God at all times for all that is good is a mark that we are growing in grace. One of my predecessors in my first parochial appointment died exceedingly painfully of cancer. But between fearful bouts of agony, in which he had to stuff his mouth with bedclothes to avoid biting his tongue, he would say aloud over and over again: "I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall continually be in my mouth" (Ps. 34:1). That was a passion for praise asserting itself in the most poignant extremity imaginable.
Cultivate humility and a passion for praise if you want to grow in grace.
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