DINNER AFTER CHURCH NEXT WEEK  Please sign up today!

NO WED. MEETING THIS WEEK—Invite friends to your house for fellowship. 

Wed., Apr. 11, 7:00 p.m.  Beginning a new series: TACTICS IN DEFENDING THE FAITH, by Greg Koukl at Dan and Deb Deffinbaugh’s home, 1510 E. Spencer Lake Road.  Bring a friend.

Thurs., Apr. 12, 6:30-9:30 p.m., THE RESURRECTION: Myth, Hallucination, Hoax, or History,  Speaker: Craig Hazen, PhD. at First Baptist Church, Shelton. Cost: $14.00 ($10.00 until Apr. 8) Phone 463-0870

Sat., Apr. 14, 7:00 a.m. Men’s Fellowship  

Sat., Apr. 14, Women’s Fellowship

PRAYER  OPPORTUNITIES

1.  PRAY FOR KAREN COX, recovering from pneumonia.

2.  PRAY FOR ART COX, to be free of drugs and follow Christ wholeheartedly.

3.  PRAY FOR SHAWN ROE to trust Christ and have peace in his heart.

4.  PRAY FOR MORRIS &NADINE MCGILVREY, AND DENINE.
5.  PRAY FOR DORSEY & BETTY HOLT—spiritual guidance.

6.  PRAY FOR THE YOUTH FOR CHRIST CLUB at Pioneer School. Up to 50 students have participated.

7.  PRAY FOR JAN WALTON’S MOM, cared for at Jan’s home. 

8.  PRAY FOR BERNIE WALTON’S NEPHEW, MARK, injured in a serious fall, no feeling below his waist. 

9.  PRAY FOR DALE BALL to have restored strength.   

10.  PRAY FOR THE FOIST FAMILY   Marine First Lieutenant Evy Foist, is in Faluja, Iraq. Her brother, Gabriel, has recently arrived in Afghanistan.
11.  Pray for Kris and Mary Jane Howe now in Brazil to help in the missionary school. 
12.  Pray for missionaries: Jonathan & Heidi Bamford, Dan & Monica Brown, Duane and Nadine Howe, Jeff and Adriana Howe, Phil & Janelle Maycumber, John and Maryann Pais, June Breithaupt and Leeann Deutsch.    
13.  Pray for the Carenet Pregnancy Center, Far East Broadcasting Company, and the Bible League.

14.  Pray for growth in our walk with Christ—to live in obedience and victory. Pray we will grow in our love for Christ and for one another. 

15.  Pray for Tony, Neil, Orville, Tiffany, Tara, Lee and Amy, who are in jail, to follow Christ.

16.  Loved ones to pray for: ___________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________

WEBSITE FOR BRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH


bccharstine.org    Check it out.  

THE CROSS OF CHRIST
I Cor. 1:18-31

1. A SYMBOL TO REPRESENT THE CHRISTIAN FAITH

2. WHY DID JESUS DIE ON A CROSS?


The cross is an emblem of suffering, shame, violence, 


Was Christ crucified because of the Jewish leaders, Judas, the Roman 



governor, the Roman soldiers, or another reason?


The seriousness of sin:  offense, guilt, debt  Rom 6:23; Ezek. 18:20


SUBSTITUTION—He paid another’s debt, died another’s death.



Isaiah 53:6



The LAMB OF GOD  Jn. 1:29; Rev. 5:6 (26 times in Rev.)


SATISFACTION—God’s justice was satisfied.



God planned this before the world began.  Acts 2:23; Rev. 13:8

3. WHAT WAS ACCOMPLISHED BY HIS DEATH ON THE CROSS?


REDEMPTION from slavery to sin.  (Slave market)



SALVATION means deliverance.



We are freed from the penalty and power of sin.



We are redeemed from the curse of the law.  Gal. 3:13-14, Rom 3:24


RECONCILIATION to a holy God, our heavenly Father. (Family)



The offense of our sin has been forgiven. II Cor. 5:20



God establishes the NEW COVENANT in the blood of Christ.


JUSTIFICATION before God. We are declared righteous. (Court of Law)



Every believer in Christ is credited with the righteousness of Christ.



We experience the privileges of a righteous person in Christ. 



Rom. 3:24  ‘justified freely by His grace


PROPITIATION of the wrath of God. (Temple) Rom. 3:25; I John 2:2



God is justly angry against sin.  His holiness requires punishment.



God’s wrath is removed by the ‘wrath removing sacrifice’.

4. WHAT IS OUR RESPONSE TO THE CROSS OF CHRIST?


How can the death of Christ 2000 years ago affect me?


I believe what God says about me—I have sinned. I deserve death.



I cannot pay for my sin.  Matt. 5:3  I repent of my sin and self.


I believe what God says about Christ—He died for me.



He suffered in my place for my sins.


I receive Christ as my Lord and Savior


I love the Lord Jesus Christ, trust Him and obey Him.


I believe I died with Christ to my old nature.  Gal. 2:20

But far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. ESV Galatians 6:14
Reader, as long as you live, beware of a religion in which there is not much of the cross. You live in times when the warning is sadly needful. Beware, I say again, of a religion without the cross.

There are hundreds of places of worship in this day, in which there is almost everything except the cross. There is carved oak, and sculptured stone; there is stained glass, and brilliant painting; there are solemn services, and a constant round of ordinances: but the real cross of Christ is not there. Jesus crucified is not proclaimed in the pulpit. The Lamb of God is not lifted up, and salvation by faith in Him is not freely proclaimed. And hence all is wrong. Reader, beware of such places of worship. They are not apostolical. They would not have satisfied St. Paul.

There are thousands of religious books published in our times, in which there is everything except the cross. They are full of directions about sacraments, and praises of the Church; they abound in exhortations about holy living, and rules for the attainment of perfection; they have plenty of fonts and crosses, both inside and outside but the real cross of Christ is left out. The Saviour and His dying love, are either not mentioned, or mentioned in an unscriptural way. And hence they are worse than useless. Reader, beware of such books. They are not apostolical They would never have satisfied St. Paul.

Reader, St. Paul gloried in nothing but the cross. Strive to be like him. Set Jesus crucified fully before the eyes of your soul. Listen not to any teaching which would interpose any thing between you and Him. Do not fall into the old Galatian error. Think not that anyone in this day is a better guide than the apostles. Do not be ashamed of the old paths in which men walked who were inspired by the Holy Ghost. Let not the vague talk of men who speak great swelling words about catholicity, and the church, and the ministry, disturb your peace, and make you loose your hands from the cross. Churches, ministers, and sacraments are all useful in their way, but they are not Christ crucified. Do not give Christ's honour to another. "He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord."

Reader, I lay these thoughts before your mind. What you think now about the cross of Christ I cannot tell; but I can wish you nothing better than this,—that you may be able to say with the apostle Paul, before you die or meet the Lord, "God forbid that I should glory save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ."  Amen.



J. C. Ryle  (1816-1900)
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BRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH
meeting at

Harstine Community Hall

Sunday,  April 1,  2007   10:30 a.m.

YOU ARE WELCOME

Pastor Howard Spear

Residence: 153 E. Rolling Hills Drive, Shelton, WA 98584-8519

Phone: 360-426-5221

“For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, ESV 1 Corinthians 15:3
In fellowship with
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