Dinner following church today.
Wed., 7:00 p.m. Bible Study at Dan and Deb Deffinbaugh’s home.

How to be Good and Angry—Paul Tripp

Sun. Aug. 15 to 20, Olympic Bible Camp at Panhandle Lake

Tues. Primary Election Ballots due.  PRAY AND VOTE.
Sat., Aug. 28 afternoon, Picnic and Baptism at Allison’s on Maples Rd.


Tentative schedule: 2:00 arrive; 4:00 Baptism; Picnic following 
Matt Reimer  will be speaking next Sunday.
John Pais will speak July 11. Would you like to invite John and Mary Ann for lunch?  Phone them at 427-5105.
PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES
1. PRAY that government leaders who will stand for righteousness will be elected. Pray for our nation—for a spiritual awakening and return to God. Pray for the electorate to consider the character of every candidate.

2. PRAY  for Olympic Bible Camp Aug. 15-20  at Panhandle Lake, for campers and staff to experience God’s grace.  PRAY for Ken and Sherry Ford, Lori Wood, and John Pais who are serving as staff at camp. 

3. PRAY for Gary and Gloria Aube and their ministry in the Philippines including assisting a boy’s home, a small Salvation Army church, and holding Bible club for youth in their home each week.
5. PRAY for Mikel and Judy Crane who are sharing the love of Christ with the homeless in the Dallas, TX area .
6. PRAY for those in the military and their families. Evie Foist, Philip Howard, Caleb Howard,  Nyree Rinkevich, Joshua Anderson, Nathan Keith, Alistair Borchert, Travis Gotch and their families.
7. PRAY for Robert O’Connor’s grandson’s friend in a coma following an auto crash, and for his family.
8. PRAY for Don Burrows—now in Fir Lane Nursing Home.

9. PRAY for Elizabeth Berndt’s friend.

10. PRAY for Doris Spear—healing of broken leg, restoration of strength..
11. PRAY for Pastor Howard’s sister, Doris, recovering from heart surgery.
12. PRAY for Helen, Robert’s sister, in Shelton Health and Rehab.
  "If the people fail to vote, a government will be developed which is not their government...  The whole system of American Government rests on the ballot box.  Unless citizens perform their duties there, such a system of government is doomed to failure."
 Calvin Coolidge, Thirtieth President of the United States
JESUS MINISTERS TO GENTILES

Mark 7:24-37

1. JESUS GOES TO TYRE AND SIDON FOR REST 7:24-30

Pharisees and scribes attack Jesus, Nazareth rejects him.

Tyre is 40 miles northwest of Capernaum.



It has a famous harbor, and strong defense.



Sailors of Tyre were the first to steer by the stars.


A woman seeks help for her demon-possessed daughter.



She threw herself at Jesus feet.


Jesus’ response appears to reject her and her request


‘Dog’ is a Jewish term of contempt for Gentiles. Matt. 7:6


Jesus used the diminutive word, ‘little dogs’.


Her sunny faith will not take ‘no’ for an answer.


The woman’s faith and wit please Jesus. He grants her request.



She believes his word of promise.


Jesus delivers the child at a distance—no touch or direct word.


Jesus’ ministry and salvation includes the Gentiles. John 10:16


Paul continued Jesus’ ministry to the Gentiles. Eph. 2:11-22
2. JESUS HEALS THE DEAF MAN IN DECAPOLIS  7:31-37


Decapolis means ‘ten cities’ (East of Jordan except Scythopolis)

They brought to him a deaf man, with speech impediment.


Seven actions of Jesus:



He took the man aside privately. This showed tender compassion.


He put his fingers into the man’s ears.



He spat and touched the man’s tongue.



He looked up to heaven—showing his reliance on his Father.



He sighed—with weariness because of man’s suffering 



He spoke to the man, “Ephaphtha” which means ‘Be opened.’

Immediately the man was healed.


People were amazed beyond measure. “He has done all things well.”
3. LESSONS FOR US


Jesus welcomes people of all nations and conditions into his body.


Jesus has power over demons and diseases.



He delivers from Satan’s power and sin’s deformities.


Jesus encourages us to have persevering faith.


Jesus chooses many ways of meeting needs.


We are encouraged to come to Jesus on behalf of others.


We can bring others to Jesus by prayer and by loving care.


We each need deliverance from sin’s bondage and brokenness.
JESUS MINISTERS TO GENTILES
Mark 7:24-37


We take many things for granted, without realizing how wonderful and necessary they are. Jesus welcomed Gentiles into his kingdom, not only Jews. He went into Gentiles territory and delivered a little girl from demonic control. Her mother, the Syro-Phoenician woman, had many commendable qualities including: 1) reverence for Jesus (Mk. 7:25; Mt. 15:22); 2) great love for her daughter; 3) humility [not troubled by being likened to a little dog] Mk.7:27; 4) her unswerving God-given faith in Jesus—to be able to deliver her daughter; 5) quick-wittedness—the little dogs eat crumbs from the children’s table; 6) perseverance—she did not give up when it seemed Jesus would not help her. 


The Scripture records several delays to prayer: Abraham and Sarah waited about 25 years for the promised son. Jesus was delayed in healing Jairus’ daughter until she died, and then he raised her. Jesus delayed until Lazarus was dead four days before he came and raised him. This delay in healing the demon possessed daughter helped her mother (and us) realize what an extraordinary blessing she was receiving.  

We need to realize how wonderful it is that God has included us Gentiles in his kingdom. We are welcomed as we are, where we are, and made the children of God through Jesus Christ. We do not have to become Jewish proselytes first.
Read Ephesians 2:11-22 and John 10:16.


God, who spared not his own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, will also with Him freely give us all things (Rom. 8:32). Although some answers to prayer are delayed, God is committed to giving good things to His children.


Then, Jesus and his disciples came to Decapolis which was east of the Jordan except for Scythopolis, and Gentile territory. This miracle is recorded only by Mark, and would be of interest to Romans since this territory was a ‘Rome away from Rome.’ The deaf man could not hear Jesus’ words, but he could feel Jesus’ fingers in his ears and his touch on his tongue. Jesus healed the man so he could hear and speak plainly. 

Why did Jesus command them to tell no one about this miracle? This is called the “Messianic Secret” because Jesus was not yet ready for people to recognize him as the Messiah. Their idea of Messiah was a political ruler who would enable the Jews to throw off Roman rule and be independent. It would also be wonderful for him to heal all their sicknesses and provide their food. Jesus came to establish the ‘kingdom of God’, a spiritual realm. He came to deliver from the bondage of satan, and sin and self. Jesus wanted these people to be transformed in heart and life and learn to trust him as the Redeemer, Savior, and Lord. It would be easy for the people to be focused more on physical healing  and political freedom that on spiritual life in Christ. So, Jesus commanded them not to tell about this miraculous healing.

JESUS HEALS THE SICK
BRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH

500 E. North Island Drive, Shelton, WA 98584

360-426-6352    www.bccharstine.org

August 15, 2010

YOU ARE WELCOME

Bible Classes 9:30; Worship 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Howard Spear

153 E. Rolling Hills Dr., ‑426-5221

And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. ESV John 10:16
In Fellowship With
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