This afternoon: 3:00 p.m. Children's Choir Reunion at Faith Lutheran Church

This evening: 5:00 p.m. Carol Sing and Food at Harstine Hall. Bring triends and snack food to share.

Tues., 7:00 p.m. Bible Study at Ken and Sherry Ford's home, 1350 E. Jared Lane. Study Titus.

Wed., 7:00 p.m. A Rebel's Guide to Joy, at Dan and Deb Deffmbaugh's home, 1510 Spencer Lake Road. Read Philippians 1.

Fri., Dec. 21, 6:00 p.m. Christmas Pageant at Alpine Way. Can you help prepare at 5:30 p.m.?

NEW Telephone Prayer Chain sheet available.

To Request Prayer, first phone Lori Wood (426-3810), if unable to reach her, phone Betty McClain (426-2912); if unable to reach her, phone Doris (426-5221).

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES

I. PRA Y FOR progress on our church building and for wisdom for the building

committee and elders. Praise for grading permit approved.

2. PRAY FOR spiritual growth and love for Christ and for one another.

3. PRAY FOR Campus Life Club at Pioneer School on Thurs. after school.

Pray that these youth will come to know Christ.

4. PRAY FOR men and women in the county jail to come to Christ.

5. PRAY FOR Evie Foist in Iraq, and her brother, Gabe Foist, in Afghanistan. 6. PRAY FOR Philip Howard in the Marines.

7. PRAY FOR Don and Vi Burrows-health and care.

GIVING OPPORTUNITY

Owners of traditional or Roth IRA who are at least 70 ~ years old can distribute up to $100,000 tax tree to the charities or non-profit organizations of their choice​but only until the end of December 2007. Be sure to contact your financial advisor immediately so you can make this gift before the end of the year.

"How many observe Christ's birth! How few, his precepts! O! Tis easier to keep Holidays than Commandments." Benjamin Franklin, Poor Richards Almanack, 1743



JOSEPH-STAND IN FATHER Matthew 1-2

1. JOSEPH'S CHARACTER

Joseph means 'to add'

A carpenter/builder- Greek: 'tekton' Matt. 13:55

Built things, made agreements with people.

A just, righteous man, choosing to do the right thing. honorable Matt. 1: 19 Compassionate-'not wanting to make her a public example' Matt. 1:19

2. JOSEPH'S CHALLENGES


How to relate to his beloved Mary who is pregnant.

3. JOSEPH'S CHOICES

--Publicly accuse Mary of immorality.

--Break his betrothal to Mary and quietly and privately divorce her

--Join Mary in her shame and dishonor and proceed with the marriage


Jesus joined us in the shame of our sin and redeemed us.

4. JOSEPH'S VISIT BY AN ANGEL-revealed the truth to Joseph.


He believed the child 'would save his people trom their sins.'

5. JOSEPH'S CONDUCT


He immediately obeyed God. He trusted and obeyed God.

His obedience was prompt and complete.

He immediately married Mary instead of divorcing her. Matt. 1:24

He named Jesus (Jehovah saves-rescue trom danger, preserve trom eternal damnation. Matt. 1 :21) Joseph adopted the child.

He had self control.

He had limited resources. Luke 2:21-24


Offered two doves at Jesus' dedication.


He protected Mary and Jesus trom danger and threats. Matt. 2:13-15


Magi's knowledge may have come trom Daniel (500 yrs. earlier).


Herod wanted to kill Jesus. He ordered the murder of all under 2 yrs.


Herod was insecure, cruel, heartless.

Magi came to the house. Matt. 2: II

Joseph got up at night and took Mary and Jesus to Egypt.

He brought them back to Nazareth, even though there would be criticism in that community. He provided for Mary and Jesus.

He worked with Jesus, teaching him skill and wisdom. Luke 2:40, 52

6. LESSONS FROM JOSEPH

Walk with God consistently, following His ways.

Choose to please God, and be compassionate

Obey promptly and completely.

Choose to do right even when others may not understand.

HIS BIRTH

The words of King Herod when told of the birth of Jesus. "Kill him. There is room for only one king in this corner of the world."

The number of religious leaders who believed a messiah had been born in Bethlehem. Zero.

The type of people who did. Some stargazers, night-shift shepherds, and a couple of newlyweds who claimed to have more experience giving birth than

having sex.
.

The reward given to Joseph and Mary for bringing God into the world. Two years in exile, learning Egyptian.

This was the beginning of the Christian movement. (And these were the calm years.)

HIS MINISTRY

The word on the streets of Jesus' hometown when he claimed to be sent from God. Weird family. Have you seen his cousin?

The reaction of the hometown folks. Stone him. The opinion of his brothers. Lock him up.

The number of disciples Jesus recruited. Seventy.

The number of disciples who defended him to the authorities. Zero.

The assessment of Jesus' followers as found in the Jerusalem editorial page. A group of unemployed ne'er-do wells recruited off the shipping docks and out of the red-light districts.

The number of lepers and blind and lame people Jesus healed. Too many to count.

The number of healed lepers and blind and lame people who defended Jesus on the day of his death. Zero.

HIS EXECUTION

The popular opinion regarding Jesus before he cleansed the Temple.

See if he'll run for office.

The popular opinion regarding Jesus after he cleansed the Temple.

Let's see how fast he can run.

The decision of the Jewish council. Three spikes and a spear. The talk on the streets of Jerusalem after Jesus died. He should've stayed in the furniture business.

The number of times Jesus prophesied that he would come back to life three days after his death. Three.

The number of apostles who heard the prophecy. All of them.

The number of apostles who waited at the tomb to see if he would do what he said. Zero.

The number of his followers who believed in the resurrection before it occurred. You do the math.

The odds a street-corner bookie would've given the day after the crucifixion on the possibility that Jesus' name would be known in the year 2000.

"I'll give you better odds that he'll rise from the dead."

The verdict after two milleniums.

Herod was right: there is room for only one king.

Abridged

He Chose The Nails, p. 129 -133. Copyright. W Publishing, 2000, Max Lucado. Used by permission.
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"And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins." NKJ Matthew 1:21

