BRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH
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January 18, 2009
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www.becharstine.org
Pastor Howard Spear

153 E. Rolling Hills Dr., -426-5221

Being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace NAS Ephesians 4:3

In Fellowship With American Missionary Fellowship
Next week: Godly leaders care for God's people. I Peter 5:1-11

Three words describe the leaders: Character—elder; Function—shepherd & overseer.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

· Tues. 7:00 p.m. Bible Study at Ken and Sherry Ford's home, 1350 E. Jared Rd. Study John 8

· Wed., 7:00 p.m. Bible Study at Dan and Deb Deffinbaugh's home, 1510

· Spencer Lake Rd., Study Romans 6:1-14, How To Be Freed From Sin. Wed., Jan. 28, 7:00 p.m. Business Meeting at Bernie and Jan Walton's home, 121 E. Heron Cove

· Sun., Feb. 22, 5:00 p.m. Robert Rogers at Shelton High Mini-dome, "Live a Life of No Regrets"

· LADIES BIBLE STUDY: The Freedom of a Captive Mind. Planned for the 4th Friday of Jan., Feb., Mar., Apr., May.

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES

1. PRAY FOR GOD'S MERCY ON OUR COUNTRY.

2. PRAISE FOR PROGRESS ON OUR CHURCH BUILDING.

3. PRAY FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH AND LOVE FOR CHRIST and one another.

4. PRAY FOR MEN AND WOMEN in the county jail and W.C.C. to come to Christ and grow in godly character. Pray for Lindsay and Bambi.

5. PRAY FOR MEN AND WOMEN IN THE MILITARY: Evie Foist, Philip Howard, Nyree Rickonovich, Joshua Anderson and their families.

6. PRAY FOR MISSIONARIES: Phil and Janelle Maycumber

7. PRAY FOR The Far East Broadcasting Company.

8. PRAY FOR TESS SMITH, a friend of Willa Smith, who has seen an attorney and has hope of release from a lockdown institution..

9. PRAY FOR AMY NEATROUR. She is better in health in Central Christian College of the Bible in Missouri.

10. PRAISE for successful surgery for Ole Aadness. Pray for healing.

UNITY AND PURITY IN THE BODY OF CHRIST

Eph. 4:1-6

1. WALK WORTHY OF THE CALLING

Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace 4:3 One accord—harmonious, in agreement, of one heart

11 times in Acts, 4 times in negative situations

Being of one accord, of one mind. Phil. 2:2

Called to peace in one body. Col. 3:15

Jesus' prayer: John 17:21-23

2. Discord is like an auto-immune disease—the body attacks itself. 80 types: lupus, multiple sclerosis, rheumatoid arthritis, celiac disease

3. THE BASIS FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY

1. Common love for Jesus Christ.

2. Common love for one another. John 13:34-35

3. Agreement in essential doctrines. Acts 2:42

"In essentials—unity; In non-essentials—liberty;

In all things—charity." Rupertus Meldenius, Germany 1627

What are the essentials? Authority of Scripture, Virgin Birth of Jesus, His sinless humanity, His substitutionary death, His bodily resurrection, His ascension and exaltation, His coming again, the Christian's union with Christ, the importance of living a Christ-like life.

3. OBSTACLES TO UNITY


Self, sin, misguided teaching.

4. BUILDING UNITY

Communication: Eph. 4:15

No gossip or slander Eph. 4:29; Prov. 16:20; 17:9; Rom. 1:29 Shared goals

Wise leadership Eph. 4:11

Attitude of humility Phil. 2

Submission I Peter 5:5

Forgiveness

Forbearance

Patience

"Blessed are the peacemakers" Matt. 5:9

Seek the things above; put to death...; put off....; put on... Col. 3:1-17

Feelings come and feelings go, 

And feelings are deceiving.

My warrant is the Word of God 

Nothing else is worth believing.

Quoted in Not Good if Detached by Corrie tenBoom

DON'T USE TIME OR WORDS CARELESSLY. NEITHER CAN BE RETRIEVED.

TAKE CHARGE OF YOUR ATTITUDE.

DON'T LET SOMEONE ELSE CHOOSE IT FOR YOU.

NEVER WASTE AN OPPORTUNITY TO TELL SOMEONE THAT YOU LOVE THEM.

LEAVE EVERYTHING BETTER THAN YOU FOUND IT.

REMEMBER YOUR IDENTITY IN CHRIST.

EXHORTATION TO UNITY

Ephesians 4:1-16

The Christian's conduct is to be based upon and consistent with his calling in Christ. He has been called to become an active, functioning member of the body of Christ. He has been called to obedience. The church is the dwelling place of God in the Spirit, and the instrument by which God demonstrates the glory of His wisdom, power, and grace. As we obey Him and manifest His likeness, we fulfill our calling.

Christian unity is not an option, it is a mandate. It is both that which we possess and must preserve, and that for which we continue to strive. It is rooted in the origin and the life of the church. It is to be preserved by those who possess a servant's spirit, and who respond to the grace of God by being gracious to their brothers and sisters in Christ who, like them, are not yet perfected.

I have but two questions to ask you as we conclude this lesson. The first is this: Are you in the body of Christ? I did not ask if you were a member of a certain church or denomination. I am asking if you have ever trusted in Jesus Christ as God's only means of salvation. Have you received eternal life by trusting that He died in your place, that He suffered the punishment for your sins, and that He rose from the dead for your eternal justification? If you have been "born again" (see John 3) by personal faith in Jesus Christ then you are a member of His church, the body of Christ.

Having asked this, I must press on to ask: Are you an active and vital part of a local church? The Bible never conceives of anyone coming to faith in Christ apart from becoming associated with a local church and then fmding your place of service to the body of Christ. I do not mean to say that your primary service can only be in the local church, for there are those who serve the body of Christ in the context of para-church organizations. Nevertheless, every saint should be associated and involved in a local church. Every saint should seek to find his or her place of service. Every saint should seek not only their own growth and maturity, but that of the church at large as well.

Are you in the body of Christ by faith in Him? Are you actively involved in the body of Christ? Are you serving the body, playing out your role, and thus contribution to the growth of the body and the glory of God? I pray that you are, for this is surely what our text demands of each and every Christian.








Bob Deffmbaugh, Bible.org


