9:30 a.m. Bible Classes for youth and adults.  Adults are studying Galatians.
6:00 p.m. Listen to the Bible, bring your lunch; listen and eat together.
Tues., 7:00 p.m.  Bible Study at Ken and Sherry Ford’s home.
No Wed., 10:00 a.m. Ladies Community Bible Study this week.  
Wed., 7:00 p.m.  Bible Study at Deffinbaugh’s home, 1510 Spencer Lake Rd. 



Wed., 7:00 p.m.  TRUTH PROJECT—Invite your friends. This presents a Christian worldview of truth, ethics, man, God, science, history, sociology, the universe, law, government, work and community.
Thanks to those who brought snacks in January.
PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES

1. PRAY for people of Haiti, relief workers and Christian ministries.
2. PRAY for unsaved loved ones to come to Christ.
3. PRAY FOR MEN AND WOMEN in the county jail and W.C.C. to come to Christ and grow in godly character: 
4. PRAY FOR MEN AND WOMEN IN THE MILITARY: Evie Foist, Philip Howard, Caleb Howard,  Nyree Rinkevich, Joshua Anderson,  Nathan Keith, Alistair Borchert and their families.    
5. PRAY FOR Phil and Janelle Maycumber, serving Native Americans in Flagstaff, AZ.
6. PRAY FOR MORE VOLUNTEERS AT CARENET CENTER.
7. PRAY FOR VOLUNTEERS TO GRADE BIBLE LESSONS FOR PRISONERS.
Crossroads Bible Institute and Gospel Echoes.

8. PRAY FOR THOSE SEEKING EMPLOYMENT

James Wood, Mike Scafe 
9. 
Although I am an unworthy and condemned person, my God has given me in Christ all the riches of righteousness and salvation without any merit on my part, out of pure, free mercy, so that from now on I need nothing except faith which believes that this is true. Why should I not therefore freely, joyfully with all my heart, and with an eager will do all things which I know are pleasing and acceptable to such a Father who has overwhelmed me with his inestimable riches? I will therefore give myself as a Christ to my neighbor, just as Christ offered himself to me; I will do nothing in this life except what I see is necessary, profitable, and salutary to my neighbor, since through faith I have an abundance of all good things in Christ. Martin Luther The Freedom of a Christian.
CHRISTIAN LIBERTY

Galatians 5:13-18
1. CHRISTIAN LIBERTY IS FREEDOM FROM THE LAW’S DEMANDS.


The law is a yoke of bondage.  5:1; Acts 15:10

By the works of the law no flesh shall be justified. 2:16


The Christian is free from the penalty of breaking the law.


Christ became a curse for us so we can receive forgiveness and life.

Circumcision is only the first step in law keeping.



A naturalized citizen is obligated to keep all the laws of that nation.



He is debtor to keep the whole law. 5:3

Depending on our ‘doing law’ to make us acceptable to God means we have ‘fallen from grace’.



We are no longer depending on God’s grace in Christ.
2. CHRISTIAN LIBERTY IS FREEDOM FROM THE SLAVERY OF SIN.

Whoever commits sin is a slave of sin. John 8:34


You were slaves of sin. Rom. 6:15-22



Sin takes many forms—counterfeit gods, impure thoughts and evil actions.
3. CHRISTIAN LIBERTY IS NOT LICENSE TO INDULGE THE FLESH.


Do not use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh.  5:13, 16

In failing to love one another we consume one another. 5:15

Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, 21 envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. ESV Galatians 5:19-21  Col. 3:5-11
4. CHRISTIAN LIBERTY IS FREEDOM TO LIVE IN THE SPIRIT

Through the Spirit we eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness by faith 5:5


Faith working through love. 5:6



This is evidence of the Spirit living in you.

Through love serve one another.  5:13


Love your neighbor as yourself.  5:14


Walk in the Spirit  (Keep in step with the Spirit). 5:16


If the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed. John 8:32


It is Freedom to be what God designed us to be.


The Spirit is enabling us to live in obedience to God.


We are being restored in the image of God. Col. 3:10; Eph. 4:23-24
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. ESV Galatians 5:22-23
CHRISTIAN LIBERTY
Galatians 5:13-18


Christian liberty is freedom from the burden of trying to earn God’s acceptance by keeping the law. Jesus proclaimed in Matt. 5: 20-22; 27-28 that the law applies to our thoughts and desires as well as our actions. It is not possible for us to keep God’s law. It is a yoke of bondage that the Jewish people were not able to bear (Acts 15:10). And, non-Jews are not able to earn God’s favor by keeping the law.  So, how can we become acceptable to God? By trusting in Jesus Christ to forgive our sin, give us eternal life and fill us with His Spirit.

Christian liberty is also freedom from slavery to sin. Jesus said, “Whoever commits sin is a slave of sin” (John 8:34). We may think we are free to do whatever we want, but we are not able to do God’s will or keep His law. We are slaves of sin. “Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin to death, or of obedience to righteousness” (Rom. 6:17).

Christian liberty is freedom from slavery to the flesh. The flesh is our old sinful self, our fallen nature. The flesh works against the Spirit and cooperates with the world and the devil. The world is that cultural system of values and lifestyle that leaves out God. The devil is that evil one whose weapons of deceit and lies entice us to turn from God to try to find satisfaction, security, and significance without God. While we are never free of the flesh in this life, we are no longer slaves of sin when we are led by the Spirit. Conceit, provoking one another, and envying one another is the work of the flesh.

Christian liberty is LIFE IN THE SPIRIT. Jesus Christ has sent his Spirit to indwell everyone who trusts in Him. The Spirit is our teacher, guide, and comforter. He empowers us to do the will of God. He gives us life abundant in Christ. He produces in us the fruit of the Spirit. “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law” (Gal. 5:22-23). He completes the work of Christ within us. He enables us to recognize temptation and turn away from it. He helps us to flee from sinful desires. He convicts us of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment (John 16:7-13). He reveals the truth to us. He draws us to Christ. 

The Spirit enables us to love and serve one another. He shows us ways to give to genuine needs of others. We sow to the Spirit by listening to His promptings and obeying the commands of Christ. We desire to do God’s will in our thoughts, words and actions. We can find no pleasure in fulfilling the desires of the flesh. We have died to the selfish, self-centered way of life. We are new persons in Christ

An important evidence that we are ‘in Christ’ is that we desire to be filled with (controlled by) the Spirit continually in all areas of our lives. It grieves the Spirit-filled Christian to realize that he has not been fully obeying the Lord. He quickly repents and seeks restoration to fellowship with Christ and usefulness to the Lord.

Are you enjoying liberty in Christ to be restored in the image of the One who created you?

SLAVES at Cumberland Landing, Virginia, May 1862
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For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. ESV Galatians 5:13
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