9:30 a.m. Bible Classes for youth and adults.  Adults are studying Galatians 3.
Mon., 6:00 p.m. Crown Financial Study
Tues., 7:00 p.m.  Bible Study at Ken and Sherry Ford’s home.
NO Wed., 10:00 a.m. Ladies Community Bible Study until Jan. 13 
Wed., 7:00 p.m.  Bible Study Dan and Deb Deffinbaugh’s home, 1510 Spencer Lake Rd. Study Philippians.
Sat., 7:00 a.m.  Men’s Fellowship  Study Psalm 34. Bring a friend

Sat., 10:00 a.m. Ladies Fellowship
Sun., Jan. 10, 7:00 p.m. MUSIC EVENING—Join in praise and fellowship.


Bring your instrument and voice to praise the Lord.  See David Bamford.
PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES

1. PRAY for strength to run with endurance in the race of life.
2. PRAY for unsaved loved ones to come to Christ.
3. PRAY FOR MEN AND WOMEN in the county jail and W.C.C. to come to Christ and grow in godly character: 
4. PRAY FOR MEN AND WOMEN IN THE MILITARY: Evie Foist,  Philip Howard, Caleb Howard,  Nyree Rinkevich, Joshua Anderson,  Nathan Keith, Alistair Borchert and their families.    
5. PRAY FOR Far East Broadcasting Company 
6. PRAY FOR TESS SMITH, to be free of unjust confinement. 
7. PRAY FOR Carley Fink—recovery from home fire.
LEARNING FROM THOSE WHO HAVE GONE BEFORE US
DAVID—shows us how to repent and be restored.  Psalm 51, 32 

JEREMIAH—shows us how to persevere through difficulty. Jer. 38; 


Lamentations 3:19-33

PAUL –displays a life transformed by Christ.  I Tim. 1:12-17

TIMOTHY displayed proven character.  Philippians 2:19-24
EPAPHRODITUS served  diligently. Philippians 2:25-29
EPAPHRAS labored fervently in prayer.  Colossians 1:7-8; 4:12

HYMENAEUS AND ALEXANDER rejected faith and a good conscience; they suffered shipwreck of their faith.  I Timothy 1:19-20
LET US RUN WITH ENDURANCE

Hebrews 12

THE GOAL:  TO GLORIFY GOD


May your name be made holy, set apart, honored.

Man’s chief end (purpose) is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever.


Man’s chief end is to glorify God by enjoying Him forever.

THE RACE--exert yourself to reach the goal.  Like a marathon.
1. LAY ASIDE EVERY WEIGHT  12:1

Ask: Does this help me reach the goal?



Not: What’s wrong with this?


Identify and avoid distractions, hindrances.
2. PUT OFF EVERY SIN 12:1

Sin entangles, ensnares, clings closely, slows us down


Attitudes, emotions, desires, thoughts, motives, feelings

Unforgiveness, bitterness, fear, covetousness, greed, envy, 


Ungratefulness, pride, anger, jealousy, works of the flesh.

3. RUN WITH ENDURANCE  12:1

Exert yourself, expend your energy


Like a cross country race,   Phil. 3:10-14
4. THE RACE SET BEFORE US  12:1

Responsibilities, opportunities, challenges, trials, temptations, losses


Commandments,    II Tim. 2:22; I Tim. 6:11-12
5. LOOKING UNTO JESUS  12:2;  

Keeping our eyes on Jesus


THE AUTHOR AND FINISHER OF OUR FAITH



Founder and completer; architect and builder


WHO ENDURED THE CROSS



For the joy that he knew would be his afterward



He was obedient in all things—even to death on a cross. Phil. 2:5-11

6. CONSIDER HIM WHO ENDURED HOSTILITY  12:3-4:  3:1

From sinners

7. EXPECT DISCIPLINE—TRAINING  12:5-10

Correction, strengthening   II Tim. 3:16-17

8. STRENGTHEN WEAK HANDS AND FEEBLE KNEES  12:12

9. CLEAR THE PATH OF OBSTACLES that could trip you.  12:13

10. PURSUE PEACE WITH ALL MEN  12:14  
11. PURSUE HOLINESS  12:14


Moses’ Prayer:  Psalm 90
HOW:  Fully trust in Christ


Develop habits that equip you for righteous living.


Abide in Christ continually.


Be cheered on by the ‘cloud of witnesses’  



--Those who have completed the race or are ahead of you.

LET US RUN WITH ENDURANCE
Heb. 12


As we begin a new year, it is good for us to evaluate the progress of the past year and plan the goals of the year to come. 


How have you progressed in your walk with the Lord?


How has your knowledge of God and His ways improved?


How has your obedience to God improved?


How has the light of Christ shown through you to others?


How have you expressed thanks to those who have helped and encouraged you?


What steps of progress do you need to take?


What obstacles need to be cleared from your path?


The author of Hebrews urges us to ‘run with endurance the race that is set before us’ (Heb. 12:1). Our race is not to outdo someone else, but to finish our own course set before us by our Father. Paul, at the end of his life, wrote, “I have finished the race” (II Tim. 4:6). To run takes energy. We need to exert ourselves to do God’s will. We need to draw life and energy from Christ by abiding in Him continually.

A runner lays aside everything that is not essential. He doesn’t want anything to slow him down. He keeps his focus on the goal. He doesn’t want to be hampered by distractions. A wise runner doesn’t look back at his competitors. He exerts his energy toward the goal. We also want to lay aside everything that hinders our spiritual progress. Even good things must be laid aside so that we may follow Christ wholeheartedly. 

Jesus is our example of steadfastly moving toward God’s goal for Him. He set his face to go to Jerusalem, knowing that He would face hostility, opposition, false accusations, condemnation, scourging, and death. His only purpose was to do His Father’s will. He endured great hostility against Himself from sinners.  In John 17:4 Jesus prayed: “I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work which You have given Me to do.” On the cross, He prayed: ‘It is finished.’ (John 19:30)  We who follow Jesus must also endure hardship as good soldiers of Jesus Christ (II Tim. 2:3).

Our purpose for living is to ‘glorify God by enjoying Him forever’. We glorify God by trusting Him. Fear and doubt is displaced by trust as we get to know our heavenly Father. Jesus knew there was would be joy. He saw the results of His travail and was satisfied Isa. 53:11). The discipline and training we endure will produce righteousness in our lives when we respond properly.

Every day we can experience fresh mercies from God. His mercy and grace enable us to run with endurance. Every day is a new opportunity to know the wonderful faithfulness of God as revealed in His word. The world, the flesh, and the devil will not defeat us while we are abiding in Christ. Our Lord is victorious. He shares His victory with us.  Lamentations 3:19-33
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Mount Beatitudes and Sea of Galilee 
BRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH

500 E. North Island Drive, Shelton, WA 98584

360-426-6352
January 3, 2010
YOU ARE WELCOME
Bible Classes 9:30; Worship 10:30 a.m.

www.bccharstine.org
Pastor Howard Spear

153 E. Rolling Hills Dr., ‑426-5221

So teach us to number our days that we may get a heart of wisdom. ESV Psalm 90:12
In Fellowship With
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